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WBNERR Hires
Assistant Reserve Manager

Mrs. Eleanor Ford Livaudais of Point Clear, AL has been
hired as assistant reserve manager of WBNERR. Mrs.
Livaudais received her Bachelor of Science Degree from
Spring Hill College in Mobile and has done graduate work at
the University of New Orleans studying “Biology of Higher
Vertebrates.”

Prior to coming to work for WBNERR, Eleanor worked
with Louisiana Nature and Science Center (LNSC) in New
Orleans from 1980-1989. LNSC began operating in 1980
and Eleanor was there to open the doors to the New Orleans
community and surrounding areas. While at LNSC her
duties included training volunteers, clerk manager, and gift
shop manager.

Eleanor began doing volunteer work at WBNERR during
the latter part of 1989 and continued until January 1991
when she was hired as assistant reserve manager. Her duties
at WBNERR include assisting the reserve manager;
conducting educational programs and guided nature walks;
assisting in coordinating workshop conferences; contacting
and consulting with civic groups; tracking of legislation and
other issues that pertain to WBNERR; and providing
assistance to Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation.

WBNERR Reserve Manager Attends
1990 National Estuarine Research
Reserve Conference

The ninth annual National Estuarine Research Reserve
Workshop was held at Imperial Beach, California, the week
of October 14-19, 1990. The following National Estuarine
Research Reserves were represented: Apalachicola, FL;
Chesapeake Bay, MD; Elkhorn Slough, CA; Great Bay, NH;
Hudson River, NY; North Carolina, NC; Old Woman
Creek, OH; Padilla Bay, VA; Rookery Bay, FL; Sapelo
Island, GA; South Slough, OR; Tijuana River, CA; Waquoit
Bay, MA; and Weeks Bay, AL.

The following organizations also took part in the work-
shop: California Department of Parks and Recreation; U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; NOAA, Marine Estuarine Man-
agement Division; Coastal Conservancy; Huntington Beach
Wetlands; San Diego County Schools; and Sea Grant Publi-
cations Program.

There were an array of guest speakers who presented
information during the workshop. Mr. Joe Uravitch, chief of
the Marine Estuarine Management Division, gave NOAA’s
report. Several reserve managers gave updates on their
reserves.
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RESERVE CONFERENCE - continued from page 1

Other topics of discussion included: wetlands restoration,
Huntington Beach Wetland: a citizens’ action case study,
educational programs for schools, restoring water quality,
and innovative interpretive tools.

A field trip to the Tijuana restoration site was enjoyed by
all. Let’s give the staff at Tijuana Reserve a big thanks as they
did a fine job of planning and conducting the workshop.

The 1991 National Estuarine Research Reserve Work-
shop will be held at Hudson River Reserve in New York.

Manager Takes Position
With NOAA

Pam James has moved to Washington, D.C. to take a
position with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) in the Sanctuaries and Reserves
Division. This was a very difficult decision for Pam to make
because of her dedication to WBNERR. During her tenure
here Pam developed the educational and interpretive pro-
grams currently used at the reserve including guided nature
walks, slide presentations and the Touch Lab. The Touch
Lab consists of a collection of marine animals that many
children otherwise would never have the experience of see-
ing, much less being able to touch. Pam was instrumental,
also, in establishing the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation, a
nonprofit organization whose function is to provide funding
for the WBNERR programs and interpretive center.

We at WBNERR will truly miss Pam with all of her
energy and enthusiasm. Because of her, many people in this
area now have a better appreciation and understanding of
Weeks Bay as a unique resource in Baldwin County.

Coastweeks *90 - A Big Success

Many people from all walks of life came together to
celebrate “Coastweeks” and “Estuaries Day” which was
held in September 1990. The purpose of this national cele-
bration is to focus attention on some of the problems threat-
ening our coastlines today. Programs were planned on topics
that dealt with recycling, coastal erosion, bird watching and
wildflowers. A family picnic was held on “Estuaries Day”
which kicked off “Coastweeks.” About 20 families partici-
pated in the activities. After a short discussion on recycling,
parents took a guided nature trial walk, while the children
made collages of seaweed and shells and then attended a
scavenger hunt.

The highlight of the more than week long celebration was
“Coastal Cleanup.” Hundreds of people picked up thou-
sands of pounds of trash from Alabama beaches and were
treated to a cookout afterwards. Thanks to staff and volun-
teers who made this celebration enjoyable and enlightening.

Foundation Receives
Statewide Support

The Sonat Foundation, based in Birmingham, AL., has
contributed $1,000 to the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation in
support of education and research efforts underway at
Weeks Bay Reserve. The Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation is
proud to be recognized as a worthy environmental
organization by the Sonat Foundation. Sonat has a long
history of supporting environmental protection in Alabama.

Beckwith Espiscopal Camp and Conference Center
donated $100 to the Foundation in support of programs at
Weeks Bay Reserve. The center, which is owned and oper-
ated by the Episcopal Dioceses of the Central Gulf Coast,
also very generously provided use of their facilities and
logistical support for a Weeks Bay Foundation Board of
Directors meeting. This meeting was a great success due in
large part to the wonderful meeting area provided by our
neighbors at Beckwith. Thanks go to Steve and Jo Masters!

A donation with dividends was given to the Foundation
by Laurence and Ann McDuff. The McDuffs, who are
employees of IBM Corporation, donated $100 to the Foun-
dation which IBM will match with money or equipment.
Many companies offer this type of philanthropic opportun-
ity, so please investigate your own possibilities. Thank you,
Laurence and Ann!

As we have stressed in the past, donations may be in the
form of money, services or equipment. Safety Coatings, Inc.
of Foley has generously donated refuse receptacles for use on
the Weeks Bay Reserve Nature Trail. Thanks to Mr. Chuck
Carneal, owner and president, for his support!

Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve and
Foundation are lucky to have the support of our neighbors in
Baldwin County and our friends statewide.

The first annual meeting of the Weeks Bay Reserve Foun-
dation was held appropriately during National Coastweeks
Celebration in September 1990. The general membership
meeting had as its purpose selection of a Board of Directors
and election of officers for the coming year. The meeting was
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held in the Kilowatt Room of Riviera Utilities Building in
Foley. The first Board of Directors are: Dr. John Borom,
Faulkner State Junior College; Mr. Jack Edwards, U.S.
Congressman 1965-1985; Dr. Don Hines, Alabama Dept. of
Economic and Community Affairs; Ms. Carolyn Martin,
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce; and Ms. Mary Mur-
chison, Murchison and Sutley, Attorneys at Law. Officers
elected were: Dr. George Crozier, President, Director, Dau-
phin Island Sea Lab; Mrs. Hattie Smith, Vice President,
Baldwin County Chamber of Commerce; and Ms. Pamela
James, Secretary/Treasurer, Reserve Manager, WBNERR.
Mrs. Eleanor Livaudais, Assistant Reserve Manager, will
now assume the duties of Secretary/Treasurer in Ms. James’
absence.

The first meeting of the newly appointed Board of Direc-
tors and elected officers was held at Dauphin Island Sea Lab
upon invitation from Dr. George Crozier. A second meeting
was held in February 1991 at Beckwith Camp and Confer-
ence Center. This inspiring site was made possible through a
generous donation from Mr. Steve Masters, Director of the
camp. His personal attention to our group before and during
the meeting was greatly appreciated. Decisions were made
concerning a publicity campaign and an up-coming mem-
bership drive. A window decal with the Weeks Bay Founda-
tion logo is being printed now and will be available to all
members in the near future.

Research Continues At Weeks Bay

There are two ongoing research projects underway at
WBNERR at the present time: (1) “Estuarine Modeling
—A Tool in the Coastal Zone.” This project is being con-
ducted by Drs. Gary April, Don Raney and Will Schroeder
and several students with the University of Alabama. (2)
“Biogeochemical and Hydrodynamic Regulation of Nut-
rient Production Dynamics in Shallow, Terrestrially
Impacted Estuaries.” This project is being conducted by Drs.
Jonathan Pennock and Thomas Hopkins with Dauphin
Island Sea Lab and University of Alabama.

The Estuarine Modeling group is working on a case study
scenario involving the construction of a hypothetical 10-foot
ship channel from the mouth of Weeks Bay to Fish River.
Data has been assembled to study the effect a channel might
have on water circulation patterns and salinity intrusion
within the WBNERR system. Results of this case study will
be reported in the next newsletter.

The Biogeochemical and Hydrodynamic Regulation of

Nutrient Production Dynamics in Shallow, Terrestrially
Impacted Estuaries project is examining the role of micro-
phytobenthos in the overall primary production of
WBNERR over an annual sequence. This work is expected
to add significantly to the overall understanding of the ecos-
ystem gained during this project.

We at WBNERR and other estuaring communities are
looking forward to receiving much useful information from
these two projects that will give us insight into what makes
estuaries one of the most productive areas on earth.

Why Do We Need Plankton?

Most of us have a clear picture of what comes to mind
when we hear the word plankton, a fuzzy, slimy, green mass
floating in water. To have a better understanding of how an
estuary works we need to know about the major compo-
nents that make this system.

In all habitats there are three requirements--water, shelter
and food. In the marine habitat, water is there. Shelter is the
muddy bottom, submerged logs and sea grasses along the
edge, but where is the food? There are many fish that never
leave the estuary and for some of them plankton is their only
source of food. Plankton are microscopic larval forms of fish
(zooplankton) and plants (phytoplankton) which are found
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