Foundation Successful in Auction Bid

The Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation and the
Coastal Land Trust, two private, non-profit conservation
groups, were the successful bidders in the Sept. 9 auction of
the Sunset Grill, Baywatch Marina and the Safe Harbor RV
Resort. The Weeks Bay Foundation, Coastal Land Trust,
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs
(ADECA) and the Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (ADCNR) pooled their resources for
the total high bid of $1,531,875 for the two sites consisting
of approximately 105 acres near the Weeks Bay Bridge.
Special thanks go to Mrs. Ottilie Halstead for support of the
Foundation at this critical time. We also appreciate the
commitment of the Conservation Fund to provide interim
financing for the Foundation to purchase the marina site.

These groups and the Weeks Bay Reserve are work-
ing on a long-term plan to provide for the operation of the
property in a manner consistent with the community and
environmental interests. These tracts of land help solidify
the very core of the 3,000-plus acre Reserve. Some future
uses that will be considered include: a public boat launch,
park, public piers, and additional research and educational
projects.

The successful accomplishment of this major land
acquisition would not have been possible without the
participation and financial support of the Weeks Bay
Reserve Foundation membership. The effectiveness of your
membership, combined with additional memberships, will
continue to have a profound, positive impact on the envi-
ronment. As responsible stewards, we are strongly encour-
aged to seek out and enlist the help of our friends and neigh-
bors in protecting this important estuary by becoming
Foundation members. Copy the membership application on
the back page or pass along this issue of The Pelican Post
to a prospective member or donor.

Short-Term Plans Announced

Tentative plans for the properties acquired in the
Sept. 9 auction have been announced. According to Skipper
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Tonsmeire, president of the Foundation, the organizations
took title to the properties on Sept. 29 and have completed
lease agreements for continuing operation of the facilities.

“Both properties will be managed in an environ-
mentally sensitive manner, consistent with the interests of
the surrounding community, while we develop our long
range plan,” Tonsmeire said. “In response to numerous calls
from area residents, we will keep the existing marina, bait
shop and boat launching facilities in operation for the.
convenience of local residents.” _

The Sunset Grill Restaurant and BayWatch Marina
are under new management through a lease agreement with
Jim and Shari Morgan of Foley. Open Tuesday through
Sunday from 11 am. - 9 p.m. the restaurant
features a new menu including seafood, steaks, burgers and
sandwiches.

In addition to improved food and better service, Jim
and Shari are offering live music at a controlled volume.
Tonsmeire said the Morgans are sensitive to complaints
from local residents about noise under the previous
managers.

This aerial view shows the two sites, located near the Weeks
Bay Bridge on Hwy 98, which were purchased for the
Reserve in the Sept. 9 auction. The property is bordered by
Fish River (bottom) and Weeks Bay (top).



The Morgans are also stocking supplies for the con-
venience of fishermen, including live shrimp, worms, min-
nows and crickets. Improvements to the boat ramps and
more access for the general public are planned and should
be completed within the next year.

The Safe Harbor RV Park will continue under the
management of Tony and Nancy Gilmore. According to
Tonsmeire, the management goal of the RV Park is offering
better service in a quiet and environmentally sensitive
manner. Certain undeveloped areas of the RV Park are
available to Boy Scout Troops 247 and 47 and the Rotary
Boys and Girls Club of Fairhope for camping and fishing.

Living With Mother Nature

In the course of developing the earth for residential,
commercial, industrial, institutional, and other purposes,
man has often created unnecessary problems for himself. In
the above photo, taken on Fish River, the developer of the
lot on the right side of the photograph wisely chose to leave
most of the native trees and shrubs in place at little or no
expense. The developer of the lot on the left side of the
photograph elected to call out the track hoe and chain saw,
at great expense, to remove the natural vegetation, which
was replaced with a lawn and bulkhead.

The effects of Hurricane Danny overwhelmed the
lawn/bulkhead system and again, at great expense, the track
hoe is now back trying to repair the damage resulting from
its initial trip to this site. Meanwhile, the homeowner on the
right continues to enjoy his native trees and shrubs.

There are places where we should not develop at all
and there are places where man can and will develop. A
general principle that will almost always be proved appro-
priate is that when we develop, we should disturb as little of
nature’s work as possible.

Get To Know

Pat Klass has been interested in Weeks Bay
Reserve since the Interpretive Center first opened in 1992.
His background in the biological sciences includes a
Bachelor of Science degree from Auburn University. Pat
has been in the marine
business for 15 years. For
the last 11 years, he has
owned and operated the
High Point Marine Center
in Daphne. From that
time, he has contributed
much of his time and
expertise towards assist-
ing the Reserve staff in
dealing with marine hard-
ware and boating service.
Recently, Pat negotiated
the sale, at a highly dis-
counted price, of a 90 hp,
four-stroke Honda motor
for the Reserve’s pontoon
boat.

Pat Klass

In talking with Pat about his volunteer efforts at the
Reserve he says, “ I just think what you are doing is really
neat stuff and I want to help out any way I can.” Pat has
helped with the rigging of the pontoon boat, recommending
hurricane hardware, and sizing a motor for the “Red Belly”
research skiff. He comments, “I got in the marine business
some years ago and since I’m not practicing my degree sub-
ject in the biological sciences, it feels good when I can help
the Reserve out from time to time.” Most recently, he has
volunteered his time towards troubleshooting structural and
electrical needs aboard Reserve vessels.

Pat is a native of Mobile and spent much of his
childhood at the mouth of Fish River and Weeks Bay. Pat
lives in Point Clear with his wife Barbara, and he claims that
his best record is being married for 31 years and raising 3
wonderful daughters. Thank you Pat for your efforts in sup-
porting the environmental programs at Weeks Bay Reserve.

Did You Know?

* During the 3,000 years of the Pleistocene Ice Age, all of
North America lost about three species every 100 years.

« Since the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620,
more than 500 species, subspecies, and varieties of our
Nation’s plants and animals have become extinct -

lost forever.

* The situation today is even worse in other parts of
the world.






