
TIfu@

[P@DfJ@Cilm IP®~~
Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation Newsletter

Summer 1998

Foundation Receives Environmental Award

Accepting the 1998 Outstanding
Environmental Organization Award

for the Foundation are (I-r): Skipper
Tonsmeire, Carey Bentley, and Dr.

John Borom with Thomas Schmitz,
Vice Chairman of the Baldwin County

Environmental Advisory Board.

The Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation was recog­
nized as the most outstanding Environmental
Organization in the first annual Baldwin County
Environmental Awards Program coordinated by the
Baldwin County Environmental Advisory Board. The
honor, which was presented at the July 7 County
Commission meeting in Bay Minette, recognized both
the on-going volunteer efforts and significant fund­
raising of the Foundation, as well as the 1997 purchase
of an additional 105 acres of land at auction, including
the Baywatch Marina and Safe Harbor RV Resort.

Commissioners C. Dean Hansen and Joe Faust,
Sr. presented a plaque and citation thanking the Weeks
Bay Reserve Foundation members, Reserve staff and
many volunteers for
their strong commitment
to the environment,
their community and
Baldwin County. The
purpose of the awards
program is recognizing
citizens, businesses and
agencies that illustrate
sound environmental

principles in their day­
to-day operations,
implement practices
beyond those which
would be ordinarily
required, and activities that produce exemplary results.

Other award recipients included: Individual
Citizen, Webster and Min MacCartee, Minamac
Wildflower Bog, Silverhill; Small Business, Dixie Oaks
Conoco, John, Larry and Michael Wilson, Marlow;
Large Business, Flowerwood Nursery, Manager Pat
Duck, Loxley;Agriculture/Forestry, Penry Farms, Bill
Penry, Daphne; Educational Organization, Biophilia
Nature Center, Carol Lovell-Saas and Fred Saas,
Elberta; and Governmental Agency, National Resources
Conservation Service Baldwin County Office, Larry
Morris, Bay Minette.

Fire Plays Role in Rejuvenation of
Weeks Bay Pitcher Plant Bog

Volunteers of the Weeks Bay Reserve gathered at the
Pitcher Plant Bog on Thursday, July 9 to assist Reserve staff
and the Alabama Forestry Commission staff with a con­
trolled burn of the pitcher plant bog. The "Burn" is a neces­
sary process to rejuvenate the fertility of bog soil for pitcher
plants and other wildflowers. It also reduces competition
from more woody plants in the area.

Volunteers and Reserve staff arrived early to safe­
guard the boardwalk by strategically placing large buckets of
water around the perimeter. Members of the Magnolia
Springs Fire Department were also on hand as a resource.

Foresters from the Alabama

Forestry Commission began the
"Burn" along the back acreage
of the bog, gradually working
their way up to the outer circle
of the boardwalk and around

the gazebo. The bog area in the
inner circle of the boardwalk

will be burned later this year.
The Weeks Bay Reserve

extends many thanks to every­
one who helped with this
important project. Special
thanks go to Matthew Perkins,
a local Scout who mobilized a

team of Boy Scouts to assist.



THE "BUZZING" FACTS

Beekeepers Donate
Observation Beehive

Honey Facts
• There are 3,500 - 4,000 bees in a pound depending on the size
of the bee.

• How much fuel would it take for a bee to fly around the
world? One ounce of honey!
• Honey is the only natural food in the world that requires no
preservative. It has its own. Honey never goes bad. It only crys­
tallizes. You can then break it down with warm water.

• Researchers found a sample of 3,000 year old honey in the
Egyptian tombs. It was still good!
·Honey will not culture bacteria.
• Milk and honey are the only two foods consumed by humans
that are produced without killing another living thing.
• Honey is a good antiseptic on bed sores and burns.
• Honey contains natural hydrogen peroxide.
• We can put a man on the moon but we can't make honey!
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The Reserve's newest exhibit

is buzzing with activity!

What's all the "buzz" about? Weeks Bay Reserve is the new
home to yet another of nature's wondrous creatures. The Weeks Bay
Reserve Observation Bee Hive is the only permanent observation bee hive
on public display in Mobile or Baldwin counties. The only other one in
Alabama is located in the Botanical Gardens of Huntsville.

The Baldwin County Beekeepers Association is the proud donor
of this working hive which one day could see as many as 20,000 honey
bees. The Beekeepers donated the hive in the hopes of educating the pub­
lic on the importance of honey bees.

The hive was installed in May. Built by beekeeper Joe Salzman
of Elberta, the hive stands nearly five feet tall in the lobby area of the
Weeks Bay Reserve main building. Encased to protect the honey bees, it
has an access tube which connects the bees to the outside world. Bees

travel back and forth through the tube daily as they bring nectar and pollen Baldwin County Beekeeper
into the hive for storage. Association members with the exhibit

The honey bees that include (clockwise) Jack Duncan,

live in the Weeks Bay Reserve Michael Morris and Alan Norden.

Observation Hive are described as "gentle bees" by the beekeepers. In
fact, beekeepers James and Patricia Heidelberg use no protective gear
on their weekly visits to maintain the hive. Scientifically speaking, the
honey bees are Caucasian bees (black bees) from the Caucas Mountains
in Georgia, Russia.

If observers look closely, they might catch a glimpse of the
queen honey bee. The Reserve hive is alive with activity brought on by
the birth of this queen bee. The queen's unique scent keeps the hive
focused on its primary mission - the survival of the colony.

Alabama is recognized internationally as the "bee breeder"
state. Many third generation bee breeders reside in Baldwin County and
breed different races of bees for shipment all over the world.

Contact the Baldwin County Beekeepers Association for more
information on honey bees. President Mike Morris can be reached at
(334)943-2796. This group meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7
p.m. Future plans for the group include offering beekeeping classes and
selling honey at the Reserve!

Bee Facts

• Bees do not like hot, humid weather or rainy weather.
• If a hive of bees were let loose, they probably would
not sting you.
• The most common way to be stung is to pick up a
bee and accidentally mash it.
• Bees are curious.

• Bees are attracted to perfume and cologne.
• Bees do not like hairspray or bananas.
• Bees do not like red or black colors.

• Every third bite of food we take is pollinated by the
honey bee.
• One bee produces 1/2 teaspoon of honey in its entire
lifetime.

• People should move slowly around bees. They will
defend themselves when attacked.




