yiylv'e

1998 National Coastal Cleanup

Coastal Cleanup ‘98 was another success with a record breaking number of volunteers
participating in the Weeks Bay Zone this year. Sixty-two people, from children to
seniors, cleaned up 1,777 pounds of debris. The most common items were again the |
plastic soda bottles and cigarette butts, along with several abandoned crab traps, styro-
foam, plastic bags, lawn furniture, fast food packaging, and even a few appliances

including a television and a clothes dryer.

Fifteen scouts and leaders from B i o
Boy Scout Troop 406 in Montgomery gave their strength and service for the fourth
straight year. About 20 employees from Shell Chemical in Saraland collected the most
trash, bringing 644 pounds to the dumpster at Baywatch Marina., Weeks Bay Reserve
volunteers made sure all 62 participants had plenty to eat at the lunch served back at

the Reserve.

Weeks Bay Reserve Volunteers Native Plant Sale

Even Hurricane Georges could
not dampen the enthusiasm of the Weeks
Bay volunteers, who re-grouped after the
storm and completed another successful
native plant sale.

The annual event, which is the
first area plant sale of the fall season,
began on Friday, Sept. 25 and was can-
celled “midstream” as Hurricane
Georges approached. The sale resumed
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 3-4.

“We want to offer a special thank
you to all the volunteers who helped
with organizing the plant sale and all the
area media who helped us get the word
out about the second weekend,” says
Maureen Nation, volunteer coordinator
at the Reserve. The sale is the volun-
teer’s primary fundraiser and proceeds
support educational displays and other
programs at the Reserve.
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Governor Fob James awarded $100,000
to the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation for
the purchase of the Baywatch Marina
properties. On hand for the check presen-
tation were (left to right) Martha
McInnis, Chief of the Science,
Technology and Energy Division of the
Alabama Department of Economic and
Community Affairs (ADECA); Ed
Gardner, Director of ADECA; and Weeks
Bay Reserve Foundation Board Members
Skipper Tonsmeire, Hattie Smith and
John Borom.,

A huge thank you to all those who gave their time and effort to make this year’s
cleanup a big success. We look forward to your participation again during the next
Coastal Cleanup set for Sept. 18, 1999.




A Summary of My Experiences
Raising Wood Ducks
with Partners for Wildlife

by Matthew Perkins

Sitting on a pier at five in the evening, I suddenly hear
screeching and the whistling of wings. As usual, the wood
ducks are on time for supper. Seeing me, they quickly
retreat into the canal on the opposite side of the inlet off
Fish River. Hearing the sound of more ducks flying over
head, I walk back to the house to give these shy birds more
privacy. During the evening and morning hours, about two
dozen wood ducks are in this quiet retreat at a time.

I have been housing wood ducks for four years now.
Starting with three of my own boxes, I now have seven
boxes granted from Partners for Wildlife. Each year, two
broods are raised per nest box. The first eggs are laid in
January, and the last ones in May, with an incubation peri-
od of about four to five weeks. By July the boxes are
empty. The typical clutch is 20 eggs with about 12 to 15
hatched. These houses have produced well over 300 ducks
through the years. It is quite a sight when they all start con-
gregating at the end of the nesting season.

The boxes are monitored once a week for progress and
problems. I usually check the boxes in the late afternoon
when the mothers have left to feed, so as not to scare them.
If the hen becomes spooked she will usually soil the nest,
which can lead to infection and a rotten egg. The base of the
house is checked to make sure it is secure and to make sure
no animals have been harassing the house. The eggs are
then checked and counted to make sure no predators (such
as rat snakes) have invaded the nest or any eggs have rotted.
I will then leave the down nest uncovered on one side of the
" nest to make sure that the mother is still setting (if she is,
she will cover the corner of the nest again).

Just as important as the nesting habitat is the brooding ter-
ritory. Immediately after a clutch is hatched, the mother
leads them to an area where there is food and protection.
There they eat invertebrates and plants while they hide in
the vegetation to avoid predators such as raccoons, turtles,
and other birds (I have even seen one sucked underwater by
a large bass). They will emerge when they are several
weeks old to feed on the cracked corn with the other ducks.
The brooding territory is very sensitive and is a site that I
monitor for Alabama Water Watch.

Wood ducks are very beautiful birds that are in need of
assistance. If you live on or near or know of a serene site
where you could erect a duck house, with patience, you
might attract some wood ducks. It is amazing to see the
young ducks grow and change their plumage from scruffy
juveniles to majestic males. The most fun comes in late
winter to observe the cycle starting over with their mating
rituals and just plain antics. ‘

Calendar )

November

3 Tuesday. Watershed Citizens Advisory
Committee (CAC) meeting, 7 p.m. at Reserve.
Contact Eve Brantley, 928-9792.

6-12 1998 National Estuarine Research Reserve System
Annual Conference. Hosted by the Weeks Bay
Reserve, Grand Hotel, Pt. Clear.

11 Wednesday. Interpretive Center will be closed
for Veterans Day Holiday. The trails and board
walks will be open.

14 Saturday. Mobile Bay Audubon Society Members
Field Trip. Contact Elizabeth Williams.

26 Thursday. Interpretive Center will be closed for the
Thanksgiving Day Holiday. The trails and board
walks will be open.

December

1 Tuesday. Watershed Citizens Advisory
Committee (CAC) meeting, 7 p.m. at Reserve.
Contact Eve Brantley, 928-9792.

8 Tuesday. Elderhostel, hosted by Faulkner State
Community College. Contact Carolann
Norwood, 990-0420.

10 Thursday. Weeks Bay Reserve Advisory Committee
meeting, 1 p.m. at Reserve.

25 Friday. Interpretive Center will be closed for
the Christinas Day Holiday. The trails and board
\ walks will be open. )

Did You Know?

Barnacles produce a glue that has twice the strength of
epoxies used in spacecraft. Researchers are finding
that the cement holding a barnacle in place is thinner
than a single coat of lacquer, yet has a shear strength
of more than 7,000 pounds per
square inch. This glue is only
slightly softened at 662 degrees
F (lead melts at 360 degrees F),
and will not peel or crack even
at temperatures of 380 degrees below zero.

The medical profession is interested in an adhesive of
such strength because it may someday prove a boon to
dentists in making tooth repairs and orthopedic sur-
geons in mending broken bones.




Remote Sensing Workshop

A one-day wetlands mapping workshop was held at the
Reserve recently. The course, Wetland Education
Through Maps and Aerial Photography (WETMAAP)
was taught by Larry Handley from the US Geological
Survey’s National Wetlands Research Center in
Lafayette, Louisiana. Workshop participants included
teachers and wetland specialists from Baldwin and
Mobile Counties as well as Reserve staff.

WETMAAP, available through the Internet (website is
castsO1.usl.edu/wetmaap), provides accessible data and
methods for interpretation of wetland loss, restoration,
maintenance, and preservation. WETMAAP uses a geo-
graphic and ecosystem approach, combining satellite
imagery, aerial photography, topographic maps, wetland
inventory maps, and Geographic Information System
(GIS) for wetland and habitat assessment.

WETMAAP provides student-ready applications of GIS
in a classroom setting which assist the user in developing
skills and understanding of human impacts and natural
processes. The project offers additional applications in
environmental science, geography, earth science, and
biology.

Educators Workshop

The 1998 Educators Workshop on Nonpoint Source
Pollution in Watersheds was a success! About 20 partici-
pants from all over the State of Alabama gathered June
23-25 to learn more about polluted runoff and water-
sheds. Workshop attendees were from as close as Wolf
Bay and as far away as Birmingham. Several participants
were interested citizens learning how to make a differ-
ence in their community. Teachers from Baldwin and
Mobile County gathered resources to help them incorpo-
rate water quality curricula into their classrooms. After
the two and a haif day workshop, an optional Alabama
Water Watch Basic Training Workshop was offered to
certify those interested as volunteer water quality moni-
tors. Representatives from ADEM and Troy Sate
University taught chemical and biological monitoring
techniques used by Alabama Water Watch at Cowpen
Creek. Also, a recertification class for those who are
already monitoring was offered at the Reserve. For a list
of upcoming Alabama Water Watch workshops, please
contact Eve Brantley or Margaret Holcombe at the
Reserve, 928-9792.

Weeks Bay Staff

(Left to right) Sandra Milham, Betty Schulte, Brenda
Spivey, Mark Cooper, Bob McCormack, Eve
Brantley, Maureen Nation, L.G. Adams, and
Margaret Holcombe.

National Water Quality Monitoring Program

The Reserve participates in the National System-Wide
Monitoring Program (SWMP) conducted at all 22 Reserves
in the country. One of the main goals of this monitoring
effort is to identify and track long-term changes in the status,
health, integrity, and biological diversity of estuaries. This
will simultaneously provide critically needed information on
estuarine environmental trends while allowing flexible
assessment of coastal management issues of regional or local
concern. This monitoring program is designed to enhance the
value of the National Estuarine Research Reserves as a model
system of national reference sites.

The Reserve has completed three years of continuous moni-
toring of the waters of Weeks Bay and its tributaries. Three
underwater instruments measure water temperature, depth,
salinity, turbidity, specific conductivity, dissolved oxygen,
oxygen saturation, and pH. These parameters are measured
every 30 minutes, 24 hours per day. These data are uploaded
from the instruments into computers every two weeks, ana-
lyzed, then electronically sent to the NERRS Central Data
Management Office (CDMO) in South Carolina where all the
Reserve’s data is formatted to be displayed on the Internet.
National Graduate Research Fellowship recipient Scott
Phipps from Mississippi State University assists the Reserve
in this monitoring effort. The monitoring data and informa-
tion for each reserve area are available from the CDMO via
the Internet at http://inlet. geol/sc.eduw/cdmohome.html.

The Reserve installed a weather station at Baywatch Marina
as part of the national monitoring effort. This was done in
conjunction with the National Weather Service’s protocols
so as to be uniform with the data collection throughout the
system. The weather station records rainfall, air pressure,
temperature, wind direction and speed, and solar radiation.






