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Weeks Bay Volunteers And Staff Celebrated

Advisory Board Honors Hosking

The Weeks Bay Reserve Advisory Board at its Fall meeting honored Dr.
Bill Hosking of the Auburn University Marine Extension & Research Center for
his years of service to the Board. Dr. Hosking, who serves as Extension Marine
Economist and Programs Director, will retire from Auburn University March 31
and relocate to Mississippi where he plans to spend more time with his family and
travel.

Dr. Hosking has served on the Weeks Bay Reserve Advisory Board for
12 years. Of his many accomplishments, Dr. Hosking is proud to have been
involved in the original application process to name Weeks Bay as a National
Estuarine Research Reserve and later to help in the completion of the Reserve’s
management plan. He also assisted in publishing the first several issues of The
Pelican Post and was Chair of the Advisory Board when Weeks Bay was named
an Outstanding Natural Resource Water.

Dr. Hosking has enjoyed making positive contributions to the Mobile and
Baldwin County area through his work for Auburn University. He also has enjoyed
aiding in the growth of the Weeks Bay Reserve and sees the Reserve as “a truly successful effort.”

SET YOUR COURSE Reserve Staff Member Honored
NOW! Weeks Bay Reserve Volunteer Coordinator Maureen Nation was honored as

A Baldwin County Master Gardener of the Year. The prestigious Wayne De La
Rua Award recognizes Maureen’s on-going commitment and service to the
Master Gardeners organization, a program of the Alabama Cooperative

’ o Extension Service. Moe has served on
numerous committees and given more
than 1800 hours of volunteer time since
becoming a Master Gardener in 1992.
She has helped with a variety of Master

Chart your course to be at

Weeks Bay Reserve on Gardener projects from landscaping for
Saturday, April 10! BRATS, Blakeley, Magnolia Landfill and
Join us for the WBRF annual Habitat for Humanity to library outreach,

a butterfly garden at Fairhope Elementary
and annual state conferences.

In addition to her part-time work at
the Reserve, Moe helped develop a tree
ordinance in Daphne and serves on the
Daphne Tree Board.

Congratulations, Moe!

meeting, tours of the expanded
Kurt G. Wintermeyer boardwalk,
children’s fishing jointly sponsored
by Alabama Game and Fish
Division, and more! Watch your
mail and local newspapers for
more information in March.




Volunteer Spotlight

Richard Coram

The Weeks Bay Reserve is proud to have aboard volunteer
Richard Coram who has been active in Reserve activities since
November. A resident of what he fondly refers to as “East Point
Clear,” Coram primarily assists Weeks Bay Watershed Coordinator
Eve Brantley three days each week.

Of his many volunteer duties, Coram is happiest entering
water sampling data into the computer. He sees the value of this
information in helping people understand the status of our bay.
Coram also serves as a Water Quality Monitor for Waterhole
Branch. On occasion Coram accompanies Eve to various meetings
in the community including the Citizens Advisory Committee and
others. He is truly her “right hand man,” observing and taking
notes.

Coram is excited about the upcoming plans of the volun-
teers at the Reserve. A major project planned for early 1999 is an
oral history of the Reserve. In fact, staff from the University of Southern Mississippi will hold a training program at the
Reserve for volunteers on collecting oral history. Coram thinks this is a great project for Reserve volunteers. He goes on
to say, “Everyone here is bright and energetic. We really enjoy doing concrete things and seeing the value that results.”

A native of Florida, Coram always enjoyed walking through the Florida Everglades and enjoying the orchids and
many animals that flourish there. He was active in environmental efforts and the battle against overdevelopment. Coram
even got to know Marjorie Stone Douglas author of Everglades - River of Grass, who was instrumental in the classifica-
tion of the Everglades as a national park.

Coram ended up in Alabama on a trip from south Florida to New Orleans. Our area stuck in Coram’s mind until
he made it his home. These days when Coram’s not at the Reserve you can find him participating in water aerobics
classes at Thomas Hospital Wellness Center. But most likely you’ll find him exploring through Baldwin County.
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Weeks Bay Watershed NOW AVAILABLE!

Project Seeks Volunteers

Weeks Bay Reserve
The Weeks Bay Watershed Project and Foundation has
Alabama PALS (People Against A Littered new T-shirts, Tote Bags
State) encourage participation in the Weeks and Baseball Caps

. . Bay Water Watch Adopt-A-Stream program. with Pitcher Plant designs.
This program is a simple and effective way to improve water quality
and the beauty of our county. Participants remove trash each month Only $10 each
from streams which cross local roads, then report the amount of at the Reserve Information Desk.
garbage collected to the Weeks Bay Watershed Project. Sites include:
Bay Branch at Hwy. 90, Weeks Creek at County Road 26, Polecat
Creek at County Road 55 and others.

Weeks Bay Water Watch Adopt-A-Stream is a perfect project
for Scouts, church groups, clubs, families, or anyone who wishes to
help. To receive a packet of information regarding registration, contact
Eve Brantley or Richard Coram at 928-9792.







