
TIl}u@
)Y@l1fJ@ffiffi IP®~~
Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation Newsletter

Spring 2002

Kid's Fishin4 Fun Set for April 21

2001 Highlights Ashley King
(above) of Magnolia Springs
shows off her magnificent
catch to her Mom and

grandmother. (Right) Brothers
Tristan and Jacob Holder of

Robertsdale get a little help
from Dad to lift their full string
of catfish.

Get out those rods and reels and start making
your plans now for the Fourth Annual Kids Fishing
Fun day at Weeks Bay Reserve from 8 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. on Saturday, April 27. This popular program for
kids ages 15 and under is offered by the Alabama
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
in conjunction with local sponsors.

Once again the pond at the Safe Harbor RV
Park, located just across Highway 98 from the
Reserve, will be stocked with 1,500 pounds of catfish
just for this event. Fishing poles and bait will be
provided for children who do not bring their own.
The Coca Cola Bottling Company will offer free soft
drinks to participants.

There is no charge to register, though each
child must be accompanied by a parent or responsible
adult and complete an admission ticket. Tickets will
be distributed through the Baldwin County school
system and event sponsors. Tickets will also be
available at the registration table the morning of the
event.

"This is a great opportunity to come out and
enjoy the Reserve," said Dr. John Borom, Foundation
Board member. "The crowd grows every year. Last
year, 227 children participated and more than 500
people attended. We encourage families to pack a
picnic lunch or snack and spend the day at the
Reserve. All the trails and boardwalks will be open,
as well as the displays at the Interpretive Center. It's a
great time to take advantage of this wonderful
resource we have right here in Baldwin County."

"Approximately 25 percent of the children who
participate in Kids Fishing Fun statewide have never
been fishing before," said Dave Armstrong, District
Biologist, with the Alabama Division of Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries. "Fishing is a wonderful way to
enjoy our beautiful natural resources in Alabama. We
hope to introduce more children and their parents to
the experience of fishing."

For more information, contact the Reserve at
928-9792 or the Foundation at 990-5004.

Brenda Spivey Retires After 29 years of employment
with the State of Alabama, Brenda Spivey retired as
Assistant Reserve Manager in January. Brenda came to
the Reserve in 1992 and contributed much to the on-going
operations of the Reserve, as well as grants and special
projects. We wish her well in future endeavors! Offering
thanks and congratulations to Brenda at the Holiday Open
House are (I-r) Dr. Rick Wallace, chair, Weeks Bay
Reserve Advisory Committee; Dr. John Borom, Weeks
Bay Reserve Foundation board member; and L.G. Adams,
Reserve Manager.



Holiday Open House
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Supporters of the Reserve enjoyed a Holiday Open
House on December 13, followed by the Advisory
Committee meeting. (Top left, I-r) Foundation Board
member Hattie Smith sends well wishes to Brenda

Spivey for her retirement. (Bottom left) Reserve
volunteers Billie and Carey Bentley enjoy the festivities.
Carey is also a Foundation Board member. (Top right,
I-r) Reserve Education Coordinator Margaret Sedlecky,
Volunteer Coordinator Mo Nation, and volunteer Susie
Wallace greet the guests.

Guest Lecture Series Draws LarQe Crowds

Senator Jeff Sessions
495 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-4124

Senator Richard Shelby
110 Hart Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-5744

The Foundation Guest lecture series continues this year with monthly educational
programs. Co-sponsored by Faulkner State Community College and held in Centennial
Hall on the Fairhope campus, the programs address issues relating to habitat and ecology
of Weeks Bay and the surrounding area, as well as research projects at the Reserve.

Dr. Tony Lowery with the National Marine Fisheries Service of
Pascagoula, Miss., drew a record crowd of some 60 guests in
November for his presentation on Jubilees. A Fairhope native, Dr.
Lowery shared the results of his extensive research and gave tips for
predicting when this unique phenomenon will next occur in Mobile
Bay. Jubilees are associated with oxygen-poor bottom waters, summer
months, and the early morning hours prior to sunrise. Dr. Tony Lowery

Greg Lein, Chief of the Natural Heritage Section, State Lands Division,
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, spoke on "Biodiversity in
Alabama" for the January program. Though Alabama is the 29th largest state in the

G L' United States, it ranks fourth in animal and plant species per square mile. Alabama has
reg em the unfortunate distinction of being the most extinction-prone state in the continental United

States. Lein shared his perspective on Alabama's vast natural resources in the Mobile-Tensaw Delta, as well as
his personal encounters with wildlife, including gators as large as his canoe!

See the Calendar in this issue of The Pelican Post for news about upcoming lectures.

CARA LeQislation Makes A Comeback

The Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA) was reintroduced to the 107th Congress by Senator
Mary L. Landrieu (D-LA). The bill number is S1328 and proposes to reinvest $3.1 billion, a portion of the
federal revenues from offshore oil and gas production, into state-based wildlife and coastal conservation, among
other goals.

In the 106th Congress, which ended last year, CARA garnered the support of more than two-thirds of the
senators. A coalition of 6,000 organizations, businesses, and elected officials has generated support for CARA
across the nation. While CARA passed the House with a three-to-one majority, the congressional session ended
before the bill reached the Senate floor. Visit http://thomas.1oc.gov to read the full text of the bill. To contact
your congressional delegation, visit
http://webcenter.governmentguide.com/and
enter your zip code. Call, write and e-mail
your congressional representatives with
your feelings about CARA.
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Photo Contest Call for Entries

Are you working on your entry for the annual
Weeks Bay Photo Contest? This year's entry deadline
has been set for Monday, July 15. Photos taken from
July of 2001 through July 15, 2002 are eligible for
entry.

Once again, there will be both Open and
Junior Divisions in three categories -- habitat, flora
and fauna. Photos must be taken either within the
boundaries of the Reserve or the watershed of Weeks
Bay. Prints, slides and digital photographs in color or
in black and white are acceptable.

Watch for announcements in the local media
and more information, including an entry form, in the
next issue of The Pelican Post.

Rosie Fox - Honorable Mention - Open Division - Fauna
Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation Photo Contest 2001

Join Us for River Clean Up
Saturday, May 18 is the date for the 2002

annual River Clean Up. The Weeks Bay Reserve
team will meet at 8 a.m. at LuLu's Marina, located on
Highway 98 under the Fish River bridge.

Volunteers are needed! Anyone can
participate. Join us by car, boat, canoe or kayak to
clean our assigned zone in the Fish and Magnolia
rivers. After you register, you will be given a
specific area to check. A free lunch and a free T-shirt
will be provided to all registered participants.

Once again, area merchants and sponsors are
coming forward with a host of door prizes for
volunteers. Prizes will be awarded in several
categories, including most bags of trash collected,
most pounds of trash collected, group with most
participants, and most unusual trash collected.

Last year, more than 75 volunteers helped
with the Weeks Bay zone. They collected 1,400
pounds of trash and debris from the rivers, bay and
bridge crossings.

This year's national River Clean Up program
is also being expanded to "RiverFest," a celebration
with more activities, music and educational
opportunities. Watch for more details on this
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exciting day. Help spread the word that our rivers and
bays are not "trash cans" and get involved by coming
out on Saturday, May 18.

For more information, call the Weeks Bay
Watershed Project office at the Reserve, 928-9792.

Non-Point Pollution Workshop Set

June 25 - 27 are the dates set for the 2002
Non-Point Pollution Workshop hosted at the Weeks
Bay Reserve. Agenda items for the popular workshop
will include prevention and control of polluted runoff
and water/aquatic ecosystem degradation. This year's
program focus will be the upcoming Stormwater
Phase II regulations or "0303" (March 2003)
challenge which will impact scores of Alabama
communities.

The workshop will provide useful information
and tools for people responsible for developing and
implementing stormwater education and public
involvement programs. Classroom educators who are
in the initial stages of implementing science education
programs using tools like Alabama Water Watch
monitoring, the GLOBE program hydrology protocol
and others will also benefit from this workshop. These
programs help students learn by getting them involved
in hands-on measurements, data evaluation and even
restoration efforts.

For more information or to register, contact the
Weeks Bay Watershed Project office at the Reserve.

Sherry Eubanks - Honorable Mention - Open Division
Habitats - 2001 Photo Contest

GRASS ROOTS
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Children want to touch everything, to smell
the flowers, taste the leaves, dangle their feet in
the water, pick apart the scat, carry home the
bones. Sometimes I am impatient about this
desire for direct contact. "Have respect!" I want to
say. But in the end I hold my tongue, knowing
they pay their respects by making sensual contact
with the world. "The opposite of love," a friend
reminds me, "is not hatred, but indifference."
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