Maureen Nation, (right) Reserve Volunteer Coordinator
and native plant expert, leads a guided walk through the
low-forested wetlands behind the Interpretive Center.

Reserve Celebrates Opening of Coastal
Birding Trail at Weeks Bay Day

The Alabama Coastal Birding Trail opened with a
three-day kickoff event April 19 - 21 highlighting the
many coastal resources of Alabama. As part of the
celebration, the Reserve hosted a “cackle” of
activities for the general public on Weeks Bay Day,
Saturday, April 20.

Weeks Bay is Site 20 on the Coastal Birding Trail
that circuits the Alabama coastline and all of Mobile
Bay. For more information on the Trail, visit the
Reserve and pick up a free copy of the 52-page
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booklet. You can also visit the website at
www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com.

Highlights of Weeks Bay Day included boat tours
hosted by Captain Dan Chichester of Natural
Environs Cruise Experience, pitcher plant bog tours led
by Reserve volunteer Dr. Harry Larsen, and “swamp
tours” along the boardwalk led by Reserve Volunteer
Coordinator Maureen Nation.

Celeste Hinds, local bird expert, gave an animated
presentation on commonly seen “feathered friends”
including an exquisite slide show. Mike Shelton,
Watershed Coordinator, presented water quality data
gathered throughout the watershed.

Thanks to everyone who participated in making this
a great day at Weeks Bay Reserve!

For more photos, see page 5.

More Kids Fishing Fun ,

A record-breaking crowd |
of 231 kids registered for
the Fourth Annual Kids
Fishing Fun on Saturday,
April 27, including Emily
Watson, age 6, and her
Dad. See more photos on
page 2. Plan to join us next
year!

Foundation Purchases Pryor Property at Bardain Rate

Thanks to the generosity of Barbara Pryor and
your on-going support and contributions, the Weeks
Bay Reserve Foundation has purchased an additional
90 + acres on Fish River. This new acquisition is
located north of Highway 33 on the west side of Fish
River. The property has 2000 feet of frontage on Fish
River.

Through purchases of these and other wetlands,
the Foundation is helping ensure that natural habitat
is maintained in the Weeks Bay Watershed.

Barbara Pryor, granddaughter of R.C. Keeney, Sr.,
sold this property to the Foundation for less than one-
half of its appraisal value. In this situation, the
difference between the selling pric and the appraised
value becomes a tax-deductible donation for the
landowner. Compass Bank provided a loan for the
cash portion of the purchase price.

As you consider your giving or look ahead,
remember that the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Donations to the
Foundation are tax deductible.

In addition to membership dues and cash donations,
the Foundation can accept your contributions of stock,
bonds, land, and equipment. An especially attractive
donation for some is the contribution of appreciated
stocks, bonds and other securities, as well as real estate
that has appreciated in value. For more information,
please call the Foundation office at 990-5004 or
consult with your attorney, CPA or investment
professional.

Remember, we cannot rely on regulations alone to
protect our valuable wetlands and other riparian lands.
Please contribute to the land acquisition efforts of the
Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation.
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Kids Fishing Fun!

Kids of all ages gathered at Safe Harbor RV Park on
Saturday, April 27 for the Fourth Annual Kids Fishing Fun.
A project of the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries, the event was cosponsored by the Weeks Bay
Reserve Foundation and the Reserve. Other sponsors
included the ADCNR State Lands Division Coastal Section,
Baldwin County Commission, Compass Bank, Danny’s
Fried Chicken, Eastern Shore Optimist Club, and the

+wa  Mobile Bay National Estuary Program. Mark your
' calendars now for next year’s event!
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Coastal Decision-maker Workshops

Weeks Bay Reserve has for several years presented
an on-going series of technical and informational
workshops for various audiences. In general these
deal with coastal topics and are targeted for decision-
making audiences, thus the name Coastal Decision-
maker Workshops (CDMW) has been used.

The most recent workshop was entitled Public
Trust Doctrine, Striking a Balance Between Public
and Private Rights in the Shore. The Reserve co-
sponsored this workshop with the Weeks Bay Reserve
Foundation, the Coastal Management Program, and
the Coastal States Organization. This workshop
presented issues arising from application of the Public
Trust Doctrine, how the Doctrine is being used, and
how it can work in the design and application of
coastal management and submerged lands programs.
The main speaker was Kerry Kehoe from the Coastal
States Organization; other speakers included
representatives from Sea Grant, Baldwin County, and
State Lands of Alabama.

Upcoming workshops are scheduled for June
including Landscaping Ponds with Native Plants on
June 7 and Non-point Source Pollution Education and
Watershed Management on June 24-28. Topics on
past workshops have included:

* Conservation Easements
* Invasive Exotic Species
* Sediment and Erosion Control
* Non-point Education for Municipal Officials
(NEMO)
* Clean Marinas Safe Marinas: Clean Water is
the Key
For more information on upcoming events at the
Reserve call 928-9792.

A large crowd gathers at the opening of the
Master Gardeners’ Plant Sale, hosted by the
Reserve at the Safe Harbor RV Park.

Master Gardeners’ Fourth Annual Plant Sale

Weeks Bay Reserve hosted the Baldwin County
Master Gardeners’ Fourth Annual Plant Sale on March
31 and April 1. The sale, held at Safe Harbor R.V.
Park, offered a large selection of native trees, shrubs
and perennials.

The Master Gardeners have freely given their time,
labor and expertise to Weeks Bay over the years.
Proceeds from the sale will fund a variety of public
service projects throughout Baldwin County, including
projects at the Reserve.

Master Gardeners are “on duty” to answer
questions at the plant sale and other events,
free to the public, throughout the year.

Reserve Volunteers Receive Awards

Volunteers at the Reserve have once again received top honors from the
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program. Presented during Earth Day
activities at the Fairhope Pier on April 21, the awards honor a variety of
enviornmental initiatives and programs.

Pam Henson (left), member of the Weeks Bay Reserve Advisory
Comnmittee, received the Stewardship Award. Richard Coram (right), active
volunteer at the Reserve, was honored as a role model for promoting
responsible habitat management and environmental stewardship.



RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT - Benthic Microaldae

Watch your step! When you wade through the shallow
j waters along Mobile or Weeks Bay you are most likely
) stepping on the tiniest yet most vital food source within the
§ estuary - benthic microalgae. In fact benthic (meaning “on
' the sediment”) microalgae (tiny algae not visible to the
naked eye) are considered to be the base of the estuarine
food web. Because benthic microalgae are photosynthetic
(need light to reproduce) they are found in the first 3 - 5
millimeters of sediment. Most likely many coastal residents
have seen evidence of benthic microalage. Often, after the
tide you may notice a greenish/brownish tint to the sand left
behind. These are benthic microalgae in large quantities.
These primary producers are the topic of study for Graduate
Reserve Graduate Research Fellow Adrienne Dunsmuir of Victoria, Canada.
Research Fellow Adrienne is studying the effects of an increase in nutrients
Adrienne Dunsmuir and a decrease in light on these tiny plants. She wants to
know how these factors affect their growth rate. The official
name of Adrienne’s study is “The Effects of Eutrofication (increased nutrients into a
system) on the Magnitude of and Rate of Production of Benthic Microalgae in Estuaries.”

Testing involves many phases. One phase includes enclosing pockets of sediment in a cage and observing how
the import and export of water affects benthic microalgae. Another phase includes putting out frames where 1/2 of
the frame is shaded and the other 1/2 is not to see how reduced light and increased nutrients affect the benthic
microalgae. Test sites include the mouth of Magnolia River and the shallow water at the end of the Nature Trail
Boardwalk.

Though she will be collecting data over the next year, Adrienne is curious to confirm her suspicions about her
research. She says, “I think possibly the addition of nutrients may increase the biomass (size) of benthic microalgae;
however, the lack of light may decrease the biomass thus leading me to suspect that light may be a more important
factor in the growth of benthic microalgae.” Obviously, the results of this study will be helpful 1o the ongoing water
quality monitoring at Weeks Bay.

CONSERVATION TIPS - Water Conservation

Eve Brantley, Extension Environmental Associate, Auburn University Marine Extension and Research Center

The average American family of four uses about 88,000 gallons of water a year. This amounts to an average of more
than 240 gallons a day for the house or around 60 gallons per person per day. About three-fourths of all the water used
is in the bathroom! We all know there is a finite amount of water available to us. Here are some simple tips.

* Check toilet for leaks by adding food coloring to the tank. If there is a leak, color will appear within 30 minutes.

* Consider replacing some fixtures in your bathroom with low flow varieties that can reduce indoor water use.

Examples include low flow toilets and showerheads.

* Listen for drips and repair those faucets with new washers. It has been estimated that a faucet dripping at the rate of
one drop per second can waste up to 2,700 gallons per year.

* Turn off that water! Avoid letting the faucet run while you are shaving, washing your face or brushing your teeth. If
the shower is too hot, try decreasing the hot water instead of increasing the cold water. Obviously, do the
reverse if the shower is too cold.

* Only run your dishwasher and washing machines when they are full (or adjust the load size in your washing
machine to handle smaller loads).

» When washing vegetables or fruits, you can use one bowl or dishpan of water and then use that water for your plants.

» Water your lawn or landscape in the early morning or late evening so that the water seeps into the ground and is not
lost as evaporation or transpiration.

» Planting native or drought tolerant plants in your landscaping will reduce that amount of watering necessary from you.

» Ensure your water is being used by your landscape, not watering the street or driveway. Check the position on your
sprinklers.

There are many more ways to conserve water use. If you would like to take a Water Awareness Test, visit
www.getwise.org/wwise/test.html. There is a great section on “How do you measure up?” dealing with water
conservation. Conservation as a personal virtue is something we can all take on daily. As the familiar Indian proverb
goes, “The frog does not drink up the pond in which it lives.”
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteer Joan Bentz of Summerdale and her husband Randy found their
way to Baldwin County from California while traveling the country in a
remodeled 35-foot bus. After 50 years in California, “Texas was too windy
and Florida was too expensive!” for retirement, she jokes. Having seen an ad
for Spanish Cove in a travel magazine, the couple stopped by on their way to
Disney World and ended up buying property on that first visit.

“No one knows how wonderful it is here -- and were not telling!” she says
about her adopted home in South Alabama. After several years, the couple
bought a large lot in Summerdale and built a home there.

A former elementary school teacher, Joan assists Reserve Education
Coordinator Margaret Sedlecky with tours for school children. Her focus is
on grades K-2 and the boardwalk tours. The Reserve’s education program is
grade-specific and ties in to classroom activities. Each tour has a different
focus and group activity, depending on what the children are studying in
school.

An active retiree, Joan and her husband also volunteer with the Nix Center ~ Volunteer Joan Bentz
and enjoy outdoor activities, like launching their boat at Lulu’s Marina and
Sunset Grill on Weeks Bay. They also windsurfed in California and continued that activity on Lake Shelby, the
Intercoastal Canal, and even in Perdido Bay, until they saw too many alligators!

The Reserve, says Joan, is an ideal place to spend a warm summer day. “Get at least half-way down the
Boardwalk and you'll feel that cool breeze,” she says. “The Reserve is so important to the quality of life in our
area. The Foundation'’s land acquisition efforts are wonderful. We have to teach the younger generations to
appreciate and love the outdoors, like we do.”

WEEKS BAY DAY
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The Reserve hosted a
variety of activities on
Saturday, April 20 with Weeks
Bay Day, part of the cele-
bration of the Alabama
Coastal Birding Trail. For
more details, see the article
on page one.

Captain Dan Chichester leads a boat tour.

Local bird expert Celeste
(Below) Watershed Coordinator Hinds shows her

Mike Shelton shares water beautiful slides.

quality data gathered at the
Reserve. (Right) Volunteer Dr.
Harry Larsen leads boardwalk
tours of the pitcher plant bog.

ALABAMA COASTAL prtang, tRAL S

Weeks Bay

The Reserve is Site 20
on the Alabama
Coastal Birding Trail.



GUEST LECTURERS

Dr. Bill Summerour (left)
entertained a large crowd with Dr. LaDon Swann (right)
his presentation “Three Years of shared his insights and
Aimless Wandering in Baldwin news about an exciting new
County.” A retired professor, Dr. project during his
Summerour is active in field presentation on “Oyster
research in Baldwin County. Farming in Mobile Bay.”

CALENDAR

The Weeks Bay Reserve Interpretive Center is open to the public Monday - Saturday 9 a.m.- 5 p.m., and Sunday
1 p.m.- 5 p.m. The Interpretive Center is located at 11300 US 98 just west of the Fish River bridge.
For more information call the Reserve at (251) 928-9792, or fax to (251) 928-1792.

]une Weeks Bay Reserve Auditorium. Bring a lunch. This
training is open to all that are interested in maintaining

Brown Pelicans (Pelecanus occidentalis) are nesting. water quality in our local streams and rivers.

3 Holiday. The Interpretive _Center will be closed. 'All trails 15 Deadline for receipt of entries in the 2002 Weeks Bay
apd boa1.‘ dwalks will remain open for your walking and Photo Contest. See entry form in this issue. For more
sightseeing pleasure. information, call the Reserve at 928-9792.

4 Citizens Advisory Committee meeting, Tuesday 6 p.m. AUQ“SI
at the Reserve. Public is welcome.

7 Pond Celebration & Workshop, 8 a.m.- 2 p.m., Weeks Needles whisper in the wind as warm breezes flow through the
Bay Reserve Auditorium, $10. Registration fee includes tall trunks of shady old slash pine (Pinus elliottii) forests.
materials and lunch. Open to the public, particularly 6 Citizens Advisory Committee of th= Weeks Bay
those involved in construction and landscaping of ponds, Watershed Project meeting, Tuesday 6 p.m. at the
or the sale of aquatic plants and pond materials. For Reserve. ’

more information, contact the Reserve at 928-9792
or the Auburn University Marine Extension & Research Looking Ahead
Center at 438-5690.
Mark your calendars now for Saturday, September 21, the

8 Field trip to Gaillard Island in Mobile Bay to observe date set for the 15th Annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup. Held in
nesting Brown Pelicans as well as gulls and terns. Meet conjunction with International Coastal Cleanup, this event is
at_Beaehcomber Dry Dock and Marine Supply at Dog scheduled for 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

River in Mobile County. Going south take the first left at Please check in and register at the Weeks Bay Reserve

Dog River Bridge. There will be a $15 per person fee. Interpretive Center, Hwy. 98 just west of the Fish River bridge.

Limit 20 people. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. For reservations call Free lunch and free T-shirts will be provided for all cleanup

John Borom at 990-0423. volunteers, but you must register! Also, please bring all trash back
. ) . to the Interpretive Center to be weighed.

13 Weeks Bay Reserve Advisory Committee meeting, This is a great opportunity for families or volunteer groups to
2 p.m. at the Reserve. enjoy a day outdoors and make a difference for the environment.

) For more information, contact Bob McCormack or Mike Shelton

16 Father’s Day at the Reserve at 928-9792.

21 Summer begins.

25-27 Non-Point Source Pollution Education Workshop, _

Weeks Bay Reserve Auditorium. Contact the Reserve for 50 i
registration information at 928-9792. J 58 @ Weeks Bﬂy Reserve Foundation
jul T-Shirts and Caps
[}
y for sale at the Weeks Bay Reserve Information Desk.

Marshmallows (Hibiscus moscheutos) are blooming in isolated Several designs are available including

clumps in the marshes around Weeks Bay. pelicans and pitcher plants.

2 Citizens Advisory Committee of the Weeks Bay T-shirts:

Watershed Project meeting, Tuesday 6 p.m. at the « Long sleeve $15
Reserve. « Short sleeve $12 -$15

4 Holiday. The Interpretive Center will be closed. All trails Foundation members receive
and boardwalks will remain open for your walking and a discount. Purchase:
sightseeing pleasure.

. T-shirts for $10 - $14.
13 Alabama Water Watch Training for Basic and Caps sell for $12.
Bacteriological certifications. Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.,




Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation and
Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

Annual Photography Contest
Entry Form

Please complete a separate form for each photo entered.
See contest rules on reverse. Please print legibly.

Name of Entrant

Address

City State Zip

Daytime Telephone ( )

Evening Telephone ( )

Photo entered in category: (check one)

/\/ Streams and Rivers Flora Fauna Habitats

=) Watershed Boundary
[F7] Weeks Bay NERR «
Division: (check one)
—
Open Junior
=" Gulf of Mexic
Location of photograph: (check one) Reserve boundaries Weeks Bay Watershed

The Weeks Bay Watershed, which is the entire land area that drains into Weeks Bay, encompasses 126,000 acres or
200 square miles of Baldwin County. Activities in the entire watershed influence the water quality of Weeks Bay.
(See watershed boundary noted on map above.)

Please describe the approximate location: (examples - nearest highway, name of property owner, name of creek, etc.)

Certification: I hereby certify that I am the photographer of the enclosed photograph. I have read and I agree to the
contest rules. I certify that the enclosed photograph entry is in accordance with all contest rules.

Signature Date

If entry is in the “Junior Division” please complete the following:

My age at the time of entry is

Name of parent or other responsible adult (please print)

Signature of parent or other responsible adult

ENTRY DEADLINE: MONDAY, JULY 15, 2002
Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
11300 U.S. 98 « Fairhope, AL 36532 « (251) 928-9792
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Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation and
Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

Annual Photography Contest
Take a picture and win a prize!
Contest Rules

Photographic prints or slides may be entered in the following three categories:
1. Flora photographed in the Weeks Bay Reserve or Weeks Bay Watershed (plants, trees, shrubs, flowers, etc.)
2. Fauna photographed in the Weeks Bay Reserve or Weeks Bay Watershed (animals, birds, fish, insects, etc.)
3. Habitats (outdoor scenes) in the Weeks Bay Reserve or Weeks Bay Watershed

There are two divisions for each of the three categories: “Junior,” under age 16, and “Open,” which may be any
age, including under age 16.

Types of photographs accepted for entry:
* color prints * black and white prints
* color slides » prints of unaltered digital photos

Entries are limited. Submit no more than two entries per category.

An entry form, available at the Weeks Bay Reserve Interpretive Center, must be completed for each photograph
entered in the contest.

Each photograph entered must be mailed or delivered to the Weeks Bay Reserve. Each photograph must be in a
separate envelope with a completed entry form.

Entries must be received by close of business on Monday, July 15, 2002.

Photographs entered must be a minimum of 4 x 6 inches and a maximum of 8 x 12 inches. Photos must not be
matted or framed.

By entering the photography contest, contest participants agree to and certify the following:
* Photographs were taken within the boundaries of the Weeks Bay Reserve or the Weeks Bay Watershed.
* Photographs were taken between July 15, 2001 and July 15, 2002.
» Weeks Bay Reserve and Foundation shall have unlimited, unrestricted use of all photographs entered
in the contest. Entries become the property of the Foundation and will not be returned to the entrant.

Judging Criteria:
» originality (interesting, unique) » outstanding representation of flora, fauna or habitat
* technical excellence * composition

Prizes will be awarded in each of the three categories, as follows:
Open Division
First Prize: $100
Second Prize: $50
Honorable Mention: Weeks Bay T-Shirt

Junior Division
First Prize: $30
Second Prize: $20
Honorable Mention: Weeks Bay T-Shirt

Entries will be “blind-judged” by a committee designated by the Weeks Bay Reserve staff and
Foundation board. Judges reserve the right not to award all prizes in all categories based on merit of entries.
Judges’ decisions are final.

Winning photographs will be published in a future issue of The Pelican Post newsletter and highlighted on the
Foundation Web site. All entries may be used for publicity and promotional activities of the Foundation and/or
Reserve. g



Least Bittern
by John Borom

The smallest member of the
heron family, the shy Least Bittern
(Ixobrychus exilis) is similar to the
Eastern Meadowlark in body bulk
though not in shape. Sometimes
mistaken for a rail, it is heronlike
in shape and flight, rarely dangles
its legs, and often perches high on
reeds. Buffy wing patches are
. useful for field identification. It
» also has buffy underparts, a white
throat with yellow-brown on the
sides of the neck, a slightly crested
head, a slender dull yellow bill,
and yellow eyes. The crown and
back are black in males and brown
in females. A rare, darker phase
also exists. The song consists of
low, muted “coos.”

It nests in dense wetland areas
and cattail marshes throughout the
eastern U.S. and along the Pacific
Coast and spends the winter from the southern U.S.
south to Colombia, South America. On the Alabama
Gulf Coast, it is rare in winter, fairly common in
spring and summer, and uncommon in fall.

Perfectly at home in fresh and salt marshes, it clings
to the upright stems of marsh plants or threads its way
over the oozy ground through the maze of tangled
vegetation. Most often seen on the edge of mud flats,
it usually slips away by walking, climbing or even
running through the reeds. When wading in shallow
water or walking on land, movements are quick and
graceful; its head shoots forward with each step.

When disturbed, it is more likely to run than fly
and has the habit of freezing with its bill pointing
straight up in a reed-like pose. This is a striking
example of a behavior pattern associated with a device

Least Bittern
Ixobrychus exilis

of protective coloration. Occasionally it takes flight, but
only for a short distance before dropping again into the
vegetation.

A solitary to colonial nester, the Least Bittern usually
breeds starting in mid May and continues until July. The
nest, which is constructed by both adults out of dead
and live plant stems, is a platform with a shallow
depression usually placed about one foot above the
water and contains four or five bluish-white eggs. They
are usually laid at daily intervals and incubated by both
sexes, beginning with the second egg. The adults
approach the nest on foot rather than by flying. The
young are tended by both adults and leave the nest from
five to 14 days after hatching.

Its food consists of small fishes, frogs, tadpoles,
salamanders, leeches, crawfish, aquatic insects and
occasionally shrews and mice. It is not considered a
strong flier, but it does migrate over open water.
Migration usually occurs at night. The loss of habitat to
human development is a threat to the species throughout
its range.

r From The Trail Home ©]992 John Daniel \

“We’ll never again be members of the land as other
animals are. We are daylight people, we live by the
artifice of our kind. But we are animals too, born into a
world of animals. We share the same sun, the same wind
and rain, grass and trees, the same hospitable surface of
this planet that became alive. Separate and together, we
are born of mystery into mystery, expressions of a single
miracle. It lives in the raccoon’s quick paws and lively
strength, in the bear’s glance and the red squirrel gripping
the limb, in the cries of the coyote, the gaze of the deer,
the honeybee’s dance. It swims in rivers and sea, flies on
wings through the ocean of air, it stirs in the stillness of
the forest night, it burns in the screech owl and it burns
in me, the same fire, the same brief fire, shining from

\eyes to other eyes.”

March - April 2002
THE WEEKS BAY RESERVE FOUNDATION THANKS OUR
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to the Foundation are tax
deductible. In addition to
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donations, other gifts range from
stocks and bonds to land,
equipment and professional
services.



A Brief History of the Weeks Bay Reserve
by John Borom

Editor’s Note: Frequently we are asked questions about the history of the Reserve, how it began, who purchased
the land in the original boundaries, who owns the Reserve today, etc. This series will recap the history of the
Reserve. Many volunteers were actively involved in the creation of the Reserve, innovatively using both private
contributions and the resources of federal and state programs to make the Reserve a reality. Fortunately for all of
us, a group of volunteers had the foresight many years ago to preserve these incredible natural resources for
future generations.

National Programs Created to Preserve Estuaries and Other Endangered Lands

Defined as partially enclosed basins where freshwater from rivers or streams dilutes the saltwater of the open
seas, estuaries are among the most important natural areas on Earth. During the late 1960s and early 1970s,
widespread concern arose over the disturbing trends in coastal waters, closing of shellfish beds, draining of
marshes, and other man-induced damage to valuable and productive estuarine systems.

The U. S. Congress passed the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, which included the National Estuarine
Sanctuary Program. Congress designated the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
responsible for administering the program, working in conjunction with states in establishing estuarine sanctuaries.
Amendments in 1986 changed the name of this program to the National Estuarine Research Reserve System
(NERRS), which today has grown to 27 sites throughout the country.

Other non-profit organizations began to address the issue of protecting estuaries and other natural resources as
well. The mission of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is to preserve the plants, animals and natural communities
that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. The Nature
Conservancy of Alabama was not established until 1989, however, in the middle and late 1970s, TNC purchased
several large ecologically sensitive tracts of land along the Alabama Gulf Coast.

In 1979, TNC assisted the U. S. Department of the Interior in establishing the Bon Secour National Wildlife
Refuge (Refuge) in Baldwin County. One of the tracts purchased by TNC, a 615 acre plot known as the Swift
tract with approximately 2.7 miles of frontage on Bon Secour Bay, was slated to be incorporated into the Refuge.
However, with the proposed extension of the Refuge onto the Fort Morgan Peninsula, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service requested the deletion of the Swift tract. Discussion regarding the disposition of this land prompted TNC
and federal agency personnel to propose the formation of an estuarine sanctuary to receive this significant donation
of land.

Work Begins to Create an Estuarine Sanctuary in Baldwin County

In 1980, TNC approached the State of Alabama and agreed to donate the Swift tract to the state if the state
would apply to have Weeks Bay designated as a national estuarine sanctuary. Basically, a state must apply and
have 50 percent matching funds. The Swift tract, then valued at $600,000, was offered as the state’s match. In
1980 and 1981, TNC also acquired purchase options on the Ogburn tract (157 acres) and the Foley tract (178
acres) near or adjacent to Weeks Bay.

In 1981, the Alabama Coastal Area Board applied for and obtained a $10,000 pre-acquisition grant from NOAA
to initiate the evaluation and site selection process. Many groups participated in the process leading to designation
including: Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR), Faulkner State Community
College, Tonsmeire Construction Corporation, Marine Environmental Sciences Consortium, Mississippi-Alabama
Sea Grant Consortium, Baldwin County Board of Education, Baldwin County Commission, Alabama Department
of Environmental Management (ADEM), University of South Alabama, Town of Gulf Shores, White Knight
Seafood, and the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA).

These groups all participated as members of an interim committee and were actively involved in all the many
tasks that had to be completed before a formal designation could be made. Land had to be obtained, an
environmental impact statement developed, a management plan approved, research education requirements
determined, and public hearings had to be held before designation could occur.

In 1982, ADCNR was awarded a $25,000 pre-acquisition grant to develop a Draft Management Plan and an
Environmental Impact Assessment analyzing the site. In 1983, the Draft Management Plan and Environmental
Assessment were submitted to NOAA for review. Final appraisal figures were agreed upon between TNC and
NOAA in mid-1984. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Management Plan were submitted to
ADECA by NOAA in 1984.

continued on page 11
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