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Fourth Annual Photo Contest
¥ields Ouistanding Images

There was sorme hand whinging by judges who had the
honor of reviewing the entries in the Fourth Annual Alabama
Gull Coast Estuaries and Watarshads Naturé Pholography
Contest, sponsored by the Weeks Bay Reserve and Founda-
tian in July. Parbcipants of all ages rom across the Gull Coast
entared photos in either ihe Open or Junior Divisions for flora,
fauna and habitats, which yvielded some striking results. They
will be honored with a receplion later this summer [mane, pd),

Junior Divislon - Habital - First Placa
Casoy Ragingn of Gull Shoras
Pecharalwesd and Eastem Black Swallowial

Junior Devision - Fauna - First Placo

Jared Peyion of Shdall, LA
Sandwich Termns

Reserve Foundation Reaches New Milestone with
First Ever Executive Director

As mentionad n the [ast issue of The Palican Posi
under the category of “broaking nows,” thie Foundation hined
Walter Ernest IV as its lirst aver Executive Director. eflective
June 1. Mo doubt, many have already met Walter, either in his
considerable conservation activities in both Baldwin and Mo-
bife Counties pror 1o his joining the Foundaton, or since. For
those who haven't yet had this opportunity, the Editor of The
Pelican Post sat down with Walter for some questions and
answers in a get-10-Know session;

G- There has never been an Execulive Director for
the Reserve Foundation belore. Why now?
A Thie Resenve Foundation has come so far and fune-

tioned so wedl in its brief history since 1990 based on the ex-
tracrdinanly hard work of its Board of Direciors and volunieers.
Because of the solid foundation built by them, there is now so
miuch apporunity for the Resane to continua growing and wark-
ing onils objectives. The Board realized that our opporiunities
now outweigh the time the Board and volunteers, alone, have
bo give, and determinad thal to meat our objactives, a full-timea
direcior was necessany (o work with tham.  This 15 an ewciting
milestane far the Foundation and | am so proud to be a par of
it.

[Flease see Waller Paga &)

MNew Foundafion Executive Director Waller Emest spoke o the
maniily meeatiag of the Mobife Bay Matonal Extuary Program s
Citlren Advisory Commitise in June al the Blwe GIY Resisuran
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Cathy Pembroke Joins Reserve as
New Office and Reception Manager

Beglnning July 7, visitors and
callers 1o he Reserde have been greated
with a fresh, new face and voice in Cathy
Pembroke, who has joined us as our new
office and reception manager. Cathy

comes to us with a long history and ex-
perienca in administration, both with gov-
emment and private organizations in hMis-
sissippi and Alabama. "My very first job
was with the state of Mississippi, and I'm
hoping my last will be for the state of Ala-
bama!™ Gathy said upon taking her new
position with the Reserve, The mother of
three grown children and four grandchil-
dran who all live in Coastal Alabama,
Cathy moved from Mobile to Daphne in
February of last year. She says she has
dlways enjoyed nature and lakmg walks
in the woods and looks forward o the
contribution she will make at the Resenve,
where you can find her from 8am - 5pm,

Monday through Friday.

Watlershed Project Adds New
Members to Citizens Advisory
Committee

Davis Findley and Miriam
Boutwell were recently elected as mem-
bers of the Weeks Bay Watershed
Project Cilizens Advisory Committea,
adding significanily 1o this talented pool
of volunleer citizens who live, work or
have intarasts in the Weeaks Bay watar-
ghed, Miriam is a planner for the City of
Foley and in thal capacity has worked
for many months with the Weeks Bay
Watershed Project and the newly astab-
lished projects in Woll Bay and on Bon
Secour River. As development rapidly
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proceeds westward down US 88 from
Foley, Miram will be a great help in ac-
tivities to promole watershed protection.
Davis is employed in the permitting sec-
tion of the Maobile Branch, US Army Comps
of Engineers. Since the Committee re-
vigws many permii requests for construc-
tion, wetland fills and other aclions oc-
curring in the watershead, Davis will bring
great insight from his profession (o the
Committes. The Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee of the Weeks Bay Watershed
Project has remained an activa force for
the protection and restoration of the
streams and rivers throughout the water-
ghed and Waeks Bay. The Commities
supports events such as the Weeks Bay
Area River Cleanup and many workshops.
Miriam is already on the job as she and
Mike Shelton, Watershed Project Co-
ardinafor, recently attended the Mantgom-
ery Water Fest on a fact-finding mission.
The Watershed Project is doing lls part
o try to bring a festival of this type to
Baldwin County. The Fesl reachas oul
to fourth grade students with information
on watersheds, water quality and drink-
ing waler protection. Students partici-
pate in fun activities that raise their aware-
ness of human impacts on groundwaler,
a topic particularly imporant in Baldwin
County, since all drinking water comes
from underground sources. Mike and
Miriam ara currently working to bring to-
gether local cilizens, businesses, mu-
nicipalities and volunteer groups o make
the Water Fest a reality.

Mew Exhibits Mear Completion at
Interpretive Canter

Dwring the summer, rencvation
and installation of new axhibits at the In-
terprative Center continued in their final
phase, courtesy of Aubum University siaff
and students from the Depariment of In-
dustrial Degign, The “Live Animal Room”
has a new facelift, with a rich, cypress
wiood facade covernng all but the glass of
the agquariums and terrariums. Cypress
was used to dress up the fouch tank,
fiddier crab, and beehive exhibits, as well.

“It has been a productive 11z years of hard
work by the University classes and the
staff at the Reserea,” said Intempretive Co-
ardinator Bob McCormack. “IU's beana
long time coming, and wa're finally seoe-
ing the fruit of everyone’s labor.” The Re-
sarve is planning an Exhibit Opening
Ceremony on Friday, September 26",
Contact the Resarve for mora datails.

Updated exhibits at Interprative Center

Mational Coastal Cleanup Set for
Annual Event

Tha MNational Coastal Cleanup is
sel for its annual scouring of our shores
on Salurday, September 20, Bam —
12pm. A fraa lunch and T-shins will be
provided to all participating volunteers.
As in years past, volunteers should meat
at the Weeks Bay Marina, under tha US
88 bridge, to receive bags, data forms,
and other necessary supplies bafora
heading out. Trash is 1o be brought back
to the Marina to be weighed and data
forms will also be collected there. Con-
tact Bob McCormack or Mike Shealton

al tha Hesarva for mora informaltion.

F e
S

Voluntears af last year's Coastal Cleanup
foad up.
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Fourth Annual Photo Contest Showcases Talent of Guli Coast Residents

Below are additional examples of the winning entries in the annual photo contest sponsored by the Weeks Bay Reserve and
Foundation. Since space does not allow us to print all these exiraordinary photos in The Pelican Post, we encourage you to

visit our website at www.weeksbay.org

%

Open Dwision - Fauna - First Place
Wiliam Rawson of Mobida
Gireat Blue Haron

Open Division - Flora - First Placs
Cathy Rasinen of Gulf Shores
Southem Magnolia Flower

Open Division - Habitat - First Place Junior Division - Flora - First Place
Yvonne Leigh of Fairhope Jared Peyton of Slidell, LA
Fish River White Topped Pitchar Plant Flower




[Walter, continuad from Page 1)

Q& What do you see as your key role with the Foun-
dation?

Al I see this role as a big responsibility. As a 501 (g) (3)
nonprofit, the Foundation's mission is the protection of our
natural resources, serving as a supporter of the work of the
Reserve. The Reserve is dedicated primarily to research and
education, so they need friends like the Foundation to suppor
them in their endeavors. One of the most important things I'll
be doing is to help maintain a strong communication link be-
twean the Foundation and the Reserve. Under this umbrella
there are quite a number of areas in which | will be working.
These include education, public outreach, raising funds and in-
kind donations, developing and growing our membership, and
developing and expanding our water quality program. I'll also
be locking after the Foundalion properties and searching for
new ones of value to the Reserve. These include lands that
need protection in the Weeks Bay Watershed area, ones that
could be developed, but aren’t really suitable for development,
Baldwin County remains one of the fastast growing counties in
the state, so our work at the Foundation is more important
every day to protecting our water quality and preserving it for
future generations.

o What kind of activities have you been involved in
since joining the Foundation?

A I've pretty much dipped my toe into all the areas men-
tioned above, but one area that I'm excited about is what we've
already been able to accomplish in the area of habitat restora-
tion on Foundation propedies. ©One of our goals is to help
enhance the biological function of thege propertios, Since my
arrival here, I've been able (o help implement the installation of
Wood Duck boxes on Foundation properties, modeled after a
successful program from my days at Mobile County Wildlife
and Conservation (see related story, at right). We partinered
with the LS. Fish and Wildiife Service to build and install Wood
Duck boxes 1o enhance the habitat for this species and attraci
it to our properties. | think habitat restoration activiies ara
among the most exciting because they capture the altention
and imagination of our members and the public. They are
often a very visible way to show the work of the Reserve and
Foundation, and it is these type activities that can build our
forcas and capabilitios,

Q: What is your vision for the future of the Founda-
tion?

A Firstly, I'd like to help increase our membership from
the current 850 to 1000 members. We'd like 1o purchase and
protect additional propedies in our watershed, One of those
ways i to further explore conservation easements that provide
tax incentives to private proparty ownars in axchange for their
implementation of specific activities for consenving and pro-
tecting their property. I'd like to see us explore those options
mara fully for our readers in a future adition of The Pelican
Post. As mentionad before, I'd like to help develop an even
stronger relathonship with the Reserve. Imporantly, | see us
expanding our partnership opporunifies betweean governmant,
profit and non-profit entities. | balieve, through my experdance,
that partnerships can accomplish almost any goal in a faster
and much more efficient fashion. The Roads-to-Reets and Wood

Duck box pragrams would have never been as successiul as
they have been without parinership building. Forinstance, I'd
like 1o see us develop Ospray nesting platforms to develop
habitat for this species, and we'll be looking for partners, sup-
porters, and funders, such as the Mobile Bay Mational Estuary
Program and the area watershed groups.

Edifors Nofe: Waller Emest may be contacted af the Foundation
olfficas at PO, Box 731, Fairhope, Alabama, 36533, 251/980-5004,
or wemes! @ weakshiy.org Look for a future column from him in
the quarerly issue of The Pelican Post,

Metal guard
should esctend
about 16 inches
from pole

Foundation Enters Partnership for Wood Duck

Habitat Restoration on Properties

The Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation, in a partner-
ship with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has begun eract-
ing Wood Duck nest boxes on Foundation properties at the
Sale Harbor RV Park, the Harris and Worcester tracis.

Wood Ducks rely on tree cavities to nest their eggs.
Since the ducks are unable to excavate thelr own cavities,
they must depend on woodpeckers and squirrels to create
suitable nesling spots. With older cavity-rich trees becoming
harder and harder (o find, natural cavities are scarce.

Arificial nesi boxes are a good alternative fo natural
nest boxes, and Wood Ducks readily adapt to them. How-
aver, they must be carefully constructed according to a num-
ber of detailed parameters relaled 1o: proximity 1o water, height,
flooding, predators, wood type and nesting material.

Those not wishing to construct their own nest boxes
and predator guards can participata in the U_S. Fish and Wild-
life Partners for Wildlife Wood Duck Nest Box Cooperalive
Agreement for a fee of 525. This is a partnership of the Mo-
bile County Wildiife and Conservation Association and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, which, to date, has erected over
650 Wood Duck nest boxas in the Mobile Tensaw Delia, and
will supply all the materials necessary lor building a success-
ful box, Contact Randy Roach, Sanior Field Biologist with
the L5, Fish and Wildlife Service's Daphne office at 251/d41-
5181 for further information.




Volunteer Spotlight —
Fred Jordan

During his first visit to the Weeks
Bay Reserve, soon after moving to
Fairhopo in 1999, Fred Jordan says, °|
decided then that | wanted fo be pari of
the Reserve. | wanl to learn about our
native plants and animals, and halp in
any way | can o enhance public appre-
ciation of our wonderful natural heritage
hera in Baldwin County.”

Fred and hiz wife Barbara came
to Fairhope from Birmingham three years
after ha ratired from his position as a evil
enginger with Melcalf & Eddy, Inc, in
Saudi Arabia. Like so many of our trea-
sured volunteers, Fred has an impres-
sive background and brings wonderiul
skills to his volunteer activities. Aftar ra-
ceiving his degree in civil engineearing from
Aubum, Fred spanl 35 years with the
Corps of Enginears, wheara he suparvisad
major projects, including the construc-
tion of locks, dams, and navigable chan-
nats thraughout the Southeastem United
States. Throughout his career, Fred has
always made time o volunteer. Inmany
of the small towns where he lived, he
designed ball parks. Then, with the halp
of other voluntears, spent many of his
Saturdays actually constructing them,
complate with bleachears!

Sailing, gardening, and fishing
are some of Fred's lavorite leisure-time
activities, | have always been curious,
and | enjoy leaming new things,” he says.
I love the out-of-doors — o just breathe

enfrance fo the boardwalk al the Inferpredive Cenfar.

the air, and to watch things grow. That's
whal | like best about Weeks Bay Re-
garve. The boardwalks and the nature
trails make the natural world easily ac-
cessible o the public. The siaff does a
fremendaus job of explaining 1o our visi-
tors the value of the fascinating things
that surround us here in South Alabama.
| am honored to be a part of that effor.”

The Jordans have two sons and
three grandchildren, so we are thankful
that Fred is willing to take time away from
his family and other interests 1o volun-
tear at the Weeks Bay Reserve. Al-
though he has been involved in many

Louis Braswell
Grey & Mary Cana
Paul Dirkes
Walter Emest, [V
Esxxon Mobil

March - June 2003
THE WEEKS BAY RESERVE FOUNDATION THANKS OUR
NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS AND DONORS

Jeanne G. Fredenck
Allison & George Gravies
Mary Jana Inge

Mobile Botanical Gardens
Mary A. Mullins

activilias at the Resarva, a law ol his fa-
vorites are the annual Coaslal and River
Cleanups, and Kid's Fishing Fun Day.
Fred is a regular member of the “fire crew”
when controlled bums are conducted in
the pitcher plant bog, and is currently
working with Eric Brunden in a long-
termn, physically demanding, habitat res-
loration project.

We are so pleased that Fred
happened to stop by the Reserve back in
1999, Since that time, he has baen ona
of our most reliable volunteers, and we
thank him for sharng his skills and valu-

able time with usl

Patmaire & Andrew Nedelka
Fletchear Fittman

Mike Rodgers
Mildred A. Stewart

Donald & Alleane Taebel

The Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)3) organization. Donations fo the Foundation ara
tax deductible. In additfon to membership dues and cash donations, other gifts range from stocks and bonds

‘ to land, equipment and professional services,
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CALENDAR
The Weeks Bay Resanve inlerpretive Center iz open o the public Monday — Saturday S8am-Spm, and Sunday Tpm-5pm. The
Interpralive Center (s located ar 11300 LS 88 just wes! of the Fish River Bridge, For mare information call the Resande al 2571-928-
8792, or facsimile 2571-928-1782.

SEFTEMBER
Juvenile gray snapper (Lulffanus griseus) are fairly
common in submerged aguatic vegetation in northern
Gulf Coast estuaries.

1 Haliday, The Interpretive Canter will ba closed. All traits
and boardwalks will remain open for your walking and sighisesing
pleasung,

9 Citizens Advisory Commities of the Weeks Bay Watar-
shed Projact meeting, Bpm at the Resarve.

9 Guest Leclure Series, "State Lands Division Activities®
presented by Director Jim Griggs, Alabama Department of Con-
sarvation and Natural Resources, 7.30 pm, Faulkner State Com-
munity College Fairhope Campus, Centennial Hall. Bring a friend.

20 17 Annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup, in conjunction
with Intermational Coastal Cleanup, Bam=12noon. Check-in and
regisiration at tha Weeks Bay Marina, Hwy 98 under the bndge.
Free lunch and T-shirts to all Cleanup voluntears, Please bring
all tragh 1o the Marnna 1o be weighed. Contact Bob McCormack
of Mike Shalten ol the Reserve for mone informaton,

20 Field trip to the 2,734-acre Forever Wild Grand Bay Sa-
vanna Tract 1o obsarve camivorous plants, wildowers and birds,
If you are coming from Baldwin Gounty, meet in the ADCNA YWikd-
life and Freshwater Fisheries office parking ot on the Causeway
at & am, If you are coming from Mobile County, meet al the Chev-
ron Station &t Exit 4 off 1-10 a1 8:30 am. ADCHNR's Keith Gauldin
will be our guide. Bring a friend,

23 Autumn begins,

5 Alabama’s Forever Wild Land Trusi Board will meat at
the Gatra L. Wehle Nature Center at Blakaley State Padk at 10 am,
For more information, call ADCKRA State Lands Division Odfice
334-242-3484, Bnng a irend,

25-26 “Estuary Livel" interactive educational program via live
satellite feads from different Mational Estuarine Ressarch Re-
serves. Weeks Bay Auditorium, begins 8am. Gontact Margaret
Sodlecky at tho Rosarsa,

26 Opening Ceremony for Intarpretive Center's MNew Exhib-
its. Members of the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation, Advisory
Committes, Cillizans Advisery Commitias, and Invited Guasts.
Contact Bob MeCormack at the Resarve for details.

OCTOBER
Slow maoving, lazy acting juvenile planehead filefish
(Monacanthus hispidus) are seeking protection

around cabbagehead jellyfish (Stomolophus
meleagris) in northern Gulf Coast estuaries.

T Citizens Advisory Commiites ol the Waeeks Bay Waler-
shad Project meating, Gpm al the Résarve.

1012  Weeks Bay Volunipers' Annual Native Plant Sale. Con-

tact Maurean Mation at the Reserve,

13 Holiday, The Interpretive Cenler will be closed, Al trails
and boardwalks will remain open for your walking and
sightseeing pleasura.

14 Guest Lectura Senes. “Update on Dauphin Island Bird
Sanciuaries and the Alabama Coasial Birding Trall® presenied
by Dr. John Porter, 7:30 pm, Government Street Baptist Church
in Mobile, Bring a friend,

18 Fiald trip to Dauphin Island Bird Sancluares o chserve
the tall migration of neo-tropical binds. Meat at Shell Mound Park
al & am. Bring a fnend.

24-30 Mational Estuarne Resaarch Resorve Annual Canfar-
ance, Charaston, 5C. Some of the Weaks Bay stall will be out of
the office duning this woak.

26 Standard Time beging; S0 clocks back one hour,

NOVEMBER
Massive schools of adult striped mullet (Mugil
cephalus) are moving out of estuaries into the
northern Gulf to spawn.

4 Citizens Advisory Commitiea of the Weeks Bay Watar-
shed Project meating, Gpm at the Reserve.

b Holiday, The interpretive Center waill be closed. All trails
and boardwalks will remain open for your walking and
sightseeing pleasure

11 Guest Lecture Serles. “Comprehensive Plan for the
Baldwin County Park System” presented by Commissioner
David Ed Bishop, 730 pm. Faulkner State Community College
Fairhope Campus, Centennial Hall, Bring a friend.

1416 Alabama Chapler Sierra Club Annual Meeling at Camp
Beckwith, with a Saturday evenl al Weeks Bay Raserve. Conlact
Meeting Chair Dick Short al B00/M7T5-2243 lor details.

22 Figld trip 1o the Mobile Tensaw River Delta to chserve
waterfowl, wildlife, and botlomiand hardwood wellands aboard
The Delta Explorer. Mest at the dock at Blakeley State Park at
8:30 am. There will be a $1.50 per person oo to enter the park
and & $17.00 per person fee for the boal. After the tour there will
be a bring-your-own plonic lunch at the park and a tour of the
Gatra L. Wahie Mature Center. Limit 50 people, For resanations
¢all Tammy Christian 251-438-3060. Bring a friend.

) Thanksgiving Day. The Interprative Cenler will ba closed.
All trails and boardwalks will remain open Tor your walking and
sighiseeing pleasura.

Don't forget to visit our wehsite
@ www,weeksbay.org




MNature's Calendar
by John Borom

The Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) is one of our most bizarre birds.
The genus, species, and common name are all derived from anhinga, a
native South Amercan name for “water turkey.” This spacias swims wilh
the body totally submerged, and just the neck and head above water. This
swimming style has eamed the Anhinga a common name of *snake bird.”

Itis a large, dark waterbird with a long, loosely jointed tail, a very
long, thin nack, and a long painted bill. Adult males are black with a green
iridescence, considerable sivery white on the upper wings and back, and
the end of the tail is edged with white. Adult females are similar, bul browner
on the head and neck,

A special adaptation of the eighth and ninth cervical veriebrae al-
lows an Anhinga to retract its long neck into an S-shape and then thrust it
toerward like a spear. The sharp, straight bill has internal barbs directed
inward, so that it can hold a fish easily. After securing ils prey, the Anhinga
usually surfaces, jerks it off its bill, losses it into the air, and catches it
head first to make swallowing easber. Although not a particularly fast swim-
mier, itis an effective aquatic predator, relying on its quick neck and sharp
bifl.

Anhinga plumage becomes very wet when they swim, but not be-
cause their feathers lack waterproofing oils; rather, the microscopic struc-

ture of the feathers lets water into tiny spaces inside them. The resulting This photograph of Anhinga chicks was
loss of faken in the Mobile Tansaw Rfver Defla
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Reddish Egret
by John Borom

The Reddish Egrel (Egretta rufescens) is primarily a bird
of saltwater flats and lagoons and is rarely found far from the coast.
It s an uncommon, stout, medium-gize heron with both dark and
white color phases: In the dark phase. it has a gray body with a §
rust-colored head and back. In the white phase, the bird is totally
white. In the adult, the long, pointed bill is pink-based with a black |
fip. The legs are cobalt, and the plumes on the head and thick
naeck give the bird a shaggy appearance. This is the beautiful bird
featured on the cover of The Alabama Coaslal Birding Trail bro-
chure.

Reddish Egrets are extremely active feeders, using spread = '
wings and rapid steps to secure their marine prey. By foraging  This pholograph of the Reddish Egret was faken near the
with the wings extended over the water, the birds create pools of Dauphin Island Aipart on April 18, 2003,
shadow through which they can more easily spot their prey. This is the only species of North American heron that uses this
feeding method.

The Reddish Egret breeds in scattered rookeries along the Gulf Coasl. Breeding can cccur from December, In the
south, through June at northem locations. This kind of scattered breeding distribution frequently indicates a species in decline.

Apparenlly slill suffering the effects of century-past plume hunting, the Reddish Egret is Alabama's least common
heron. Descnbing the species in 1832, John James Audubon made the following remarks in Birds of America. *| was told
that, although still plentitul in the Floridas, this species was much more so when the Keys were first settled. | was presant
when a person killed twenty-eight in succession in about an hour, the poor birds hovering above thelr island in dismay, and
unaware of the destructive power of their enemy.” In the early 1200's, most populations of Reddish Egrets were virtually
extarminated by plume hunters. Protection from plume hunters has helped re-establish and stabilize populations.

While no longer hunted for its beautiful feathers, the species remains vulnerable due to development throughout its
coastal habitat. The Reddish Egretis included on the Audubon/Partners in Flight Watch List. The great sadness is that due
to the press of growth, expansion and development, future generations of bird and nature lovers may never see this lovely
crealure dancing in the shallows.

Annual Reserve Workshop Addresses Stormwater Issues

Stormwater related pollution is the largest impact on the quality of Alabama's precious waler resources. The eco-
nomic banefits of clean water to the recreational and commearcial industries thal depend on it are clear, mandating that all
citizens and communities promate the reduction of runoff contamination.

It is with this sense of urgency that agency and municipal officials, consultants and private citizens gathered at the
Weeks Bay Reserve Juna 24-26, 2003 to learn innovative solutions to stormwater pollution. The 2003 Nonpoint Source
Pollution and Watersheds Workshop convened for the tenth year under sponsorship of the Weeks Bay Watershed Project; the
Weeks Bay Reserve; Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR), State Lands Division, Coastal
Section; and the Alabama Depariment of Environmental Management (ADEM). The Workshop attracted participants from
Shelby, Tuscaloosa, Mobile and Baldwin Counties, as well as the Cities of New Brocklon, Attalla, Daphne and Orange Beach.
In addition, stafe agencies from both Alabama and Mississippi, and private industry were represented.

Day One of the Workshop dealt with watershed basics. Presenters included Eve Brantley, Alabama Cooperative
Extensive Service's Nonpoint Source Pollution Program; Bob McCormack and Sarah Johnston, Weeks Bay Reserve; and
Steve Foster and Patti Hurley of the ADEM Office of Education and Qutreach (OEQ). Scott Phipps of the Weeks Bay
Reserve also provided upstate participanis with techniques to manage lake water quality and protect the waterbody from runoff.

The remainder of the workshop was dominated by seminars on the many innovative tools for watershed protection that
can be used by any community in Alabama. Those presenting in this area included (again) Patti Hurley and Steve Foster, Mike
Shelton, Weeks Bay Watershed Project Coordinator; Margaret Sedlecky, Weeks Bay Reserve Education Coordinator; and
Melissa Pringle, Eco-Systems, Inc.

One of the Workshops” many highlights was the presentation given by Chad Christian and Joe Robinson, City of
Tuscaloosa. Chad, Joe and Bennett Bearden, City Attorney, had attended the 2002 workshop and, armed with information
and resources gleaned there, were able to put together a successful combination of ordinances and outreach programs
making Tuscaloosa a modal community in addresaing slormwaler pollution.

The Waorkshop wrapup included presentations on statewide and coastal programs that reduce runoff poliution, Partici-
pants heard from Hank Burch, ADCNR, Coastal Section and Jody Scanlan, Aubum Univarsity Marine Extension and Re-
search Canter. Palti Hudey completed the session with a summary of ADEM OEO oulreach programs.

Once again, the annual Watershed Workshop armed participants with the knowledge and resources to tackle these

pressing needs in thelr own communities. For more information, contact Mike Shelton at the Reserve.
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Research Spotlight — Kristy Pisani

ol L

The Reserve slaff is
pleased 1o announce Gur new-
ast recipient of the National Es-
luarine Research Reserve
(MERR|) System's Graduate Re-
search Fellowship. Kristy A.
Pisani is a graduate student in
' the Environmenial Analysis and
Management Master's Thesis
program at Troy State Univer-
sity in Troy, Alabama. Her advi-
sor at Troy State, Dr. Stephen
. C.Landers, has been active in

protozoological research at
Dauphin Island and at the Weeks Bay NERR for the past several years.
Kristy's broad research interests lie in the areas of water quality, watar-
shed management and the effects of environmental change on organ-
isms within the ecosystem. Her research is entitled: "Salinity tolerance
in the protozoan Hyalophysa chattoni, an external symbiont of grass
shrimp.” Grass shrimp (Palsemonetes pugio) are tolerant of a wide range
of salinity from freshwater lo marine waters. Weeks Bay grass shrimp
are nalurally infested with Hyafophysa and provide an ideal population of
hosts for salinity tolerance experiments. Kristy's research will provide an
imporant contribution to our knowledge of the biodiversity in Weeks Bay
and the physiology of organisms thal are adapled to the dynamic physi-
cal conditions of estuaries. Kristy is funded for one year and will be a
frequent visitor to the Reserve to complete her research. While she is
hara, the Reserve Stalf hopes to benelit from her knowledge and abilities

[
2003 Fall

Film Series

September

3 A Celebration of Birds - Mature

10 Adveniures in Birdwatching | - Janson
17 Adventures in Birdwatching Il - Janson
24 Adveniures in Birdwatehing (1l - Janson
October

1 The Lile of Mammals | - BBC

8 The Life of Mammals Il - BEC

15 The Life of Mammals Il - BBC

22 The Life of Mammals IV - BBG

29 A Conversation with Koko - Mature
Movember

5 The Ultimate Guide Sharks - Discovery
12 Shark Encounters - National Geographic

Each session will be held on Wednesday at
10am, and will last 50 minules. There is no
charge and refreshmants will be provided.

Faulkner State Community Coliege
Centennial Hall - Giddens Auditorium

in the area of waler quality and watershed function.

%. WEERS 'l'I':E.%tHEL'.LL

FRI, SAT & SUN
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440 Fairnope Avenug, Fairhope AL 36532
Phona: 251-290-0420
hittp:/Awww. faulknerstate eduw/mear
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FromThe Sense of Wonder® 1965
by Rachel Carson

A child’s world is fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and
excitement. Itis our misfortune that, for most of us, that clear-eyed vision,
that true Instinct for what is beautiful and awe-inspiring, is dimmed and

s Bvenlost before we reach adulthood. If | had influence with the good fairy

who is supposed to preside over the christening of all children, | should ask
that her gift to each child in the world be a sense of wonder so indestruc-
tible that it would last throughout life, as an unfailing antidote against the
boredom and disenchantments of later years, the sterile preaccupation
with things that are arfificial. the alienation from the sources of our strength.

What is the value of preserving and strengthening this sense of
awe and wondar, this recognition of samathing bayond the baundaries of
human existence? Is the exploration of the natural world just a pleasant
way 1o pass the golden hours of childhood or is there something deeper?

| am sure there is something much deeper, something lasting and
significant. Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen, among the beauties
and mysleries of the earth are never alone or weary of life. Whatever the
vexations or concems of their parsonal lives, their thoughts can find paths
that lead 1o inner contentment and 1o renewed excitement in living, Those
who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will
andure as long as life lasts. There is symbolic as well as actual beauty in
the migration of the birds, the ebb and flow of the tides, the folded bud
ready for the spring. There is something infinitely healing in the repeated
refrains of nature—the assurance thal dawn comes after night, and spring
after the winter,
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Velunteers Qutde Themselves at Seventh Annual Weeks
Bay Area River Cleanup

Trash carelessly tossed into a creek or over a bridge crossing
is & big problem impacting the enviranmant in Baldwin County. Dabris
discarded in such a reckless way contributes toxins to the waler, fouls
wildiife habitat and is an eyesore on an otherwise beautiful waterscape.
To remady the problem in the Weeks Bay watershed, 80 area residents
tumed out Saturday, May 17" to
remove trash from area water-
ways al the 2003 Weeks Bay
Area River Cleanup. This was
the seventh year of the event
spansored by the Weeks Bay
Watershed Project and its Citi- )
zens Advisory Committee, the Volunteers unicad soggy plywood colieched in
| Weeks Bay Reserve, the Ala- Weeks Bay
bama Department of Conser-
| vation and Natural Resources-
State Lands, Coastal Section,
the Baldwin County Soil and
Water Consarvation District,
and atso supporied by several lo-
cal businasseas.

Over 3,900 pounds of §
. i, Ay trash weara removed from our sen-

Voluntears (il the dumpsier with sitive aquatic ecosystem that in-
oid applances and lres discardsd  cludes the esluary in and around
over bridge crossings in the Weeks Bay and the upland,
Winsks Say walershod, freshwater streams that feed it.
special recognition goes fo the
Laurendines of Magnolia Springs, who collected nearly 700 pounds of
trash, and the Tuttle and Budlong Families of Fairhope, who joined
forces fo remove 1,365 pounds of debris from Cowpen Creek at the : '
County Road 33 bridge. Yale Budlonyg (cemtar) gats help from ofher volunieors

Many participants took to the Fish and Magnolia Rivers and 10 offioad trash thal his and the Tuttle Family. both of
their tributaries by boat, kayak and cance. A swilt southerly windmade ~ Faihope. collected al Cowpen Creek and County
for a rough ride or paddie but did not slow the collection of derelict crab Road 33
traps, wood, plastic waste, discarded tires, two large inner tubes and
other trash. Construction materials resulted in the greatest percentage
of the debnis collected on the water. A disturbing trend in the type of debris recovered is the rise in computer trash. Computers
now become obsaleta in 8 very shart time as tlechnology rapidly im-
proves, and in the last three River Cleanup evenis, compuler compo-
nents have been increasingly recovered. Computer components can
release toxic chemicals and metals as they sit in a creak or river and
need 1o be disposed of properly in the county landlill or donated 1o
groups ihat need or can recycle computers.

Besides the T-shirts and lunch awarded to all volunteers, David
and Linda Wilson of Loxley were victorious in their chance to win a
fandem kayak donated in part by Schilnkert Sports Associates in
Lilian. Other support was provided by Abita Springs, the Alabama
Water Watch Association, Baldwin County Solid Waste Depart-
ment, Bienville Water from MAWSS, Cliff Stapleton Catering,
Lakewood Country Club, Manley Sod Farm, Radcliff/Economy
Marine, Wal-Mart (Daphne), the Weeks Bay Foundation, and
Weaks Bay Water Watch.

The Weeks Bay Area River Cleanup is part of National River

This fll durmpster is testimony fo the success of the
2003 Weeks Bay Area River Cleanup heid May 17, Cleanup Weeks sponsored by America OuldoorsE,

2003
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Baldwin County's Own “Giving Tree"

Any reader of Shel Silverstein’s “children’s” book, The Giving Tree, will be more than captured by a similar story that
is Baldwin County’s own, and the Weeks Bay Reserve Education Coordinator Margaret Sedlacky's role in it
This past spring and summer, one of Baldwin Counly’s oldest, largest and mosi beloved trees provided the basis for a number
of classes, sessions and workshops for students and teachers made possible by a number of public and private pariners
ingluding the Baldwin County Commission, Baldwin EMC, the Ala-
bama Forestry Association, Auburn University's College of Forestry
and the Weeks Bay Reserve.

The story of Inspiration Oak bacamea big news maora than a da-
cade ago in October of 1990 when the enormous, historic tree was girdled
with a chain saw. Just alter the tree was vandalized, the Baldwin County
Cammission started proceadings (o acquire the 2.8-acra site in ordar to
allow voluntears to try and save the wounded tree and to create a public
park. In spite of valiant efforts to save it, the tree died. Baldwin County
purchased the propery and in March of 1991 cpened Inspiration Oak Park
1o the public. Far several years thereafter the tree was visited by thou-
sands of people from all over the Uniled States and the worid, In 2000 the
park was closed dus to concams that the limbs of the tree would fall and
injure visilors,

In April of 2002, Margare! Sediecky, Education Coordinater at the
Reserve, ap-
proached the Baldwin County Commission about an educational project
that would have the oak as its centerpiece. The plan was launched to
cut the cak tree into large cross-sections, or “tree cookies,” and dis-
tribute the cookies to the schools in the County for scientific and his-
torical instruction. In addition, the largest cookies from the tree would
be displayed in the Baldwin County Courthouses and the County Com-
mission Building for the public to view. In this way Inspiration Oak
could be preserved and continuea 1o be a legacy for fulure genarations
in Baldwin County.

The County Commission agreed to the plan, provided a re-
sponsible party could be confirmed with the aquipment 1o do the job.
The Baldwin County Electric Membership Cooperative (EMC) was
contacted and agreed to cut the tree at no cost to the County. After
thair purchase of a 6-toat-lang chain saw large enough to accomplish
the task, the cutting began on May &, 2003, in order for the Iree cook-
Ies to be delivered to the schools before summer break, The Baldwin County Parks Department delivered tree cookios to 44
schools in the County,

Chris Erwin with the Alabama Forestry Association conducted two Project Learning Tree (PLT) Workshops
June 3 and 4 at Weeks Bay Reserve, and Margaret Sedlecky conducted a session on tree cookies June 5 at the Science
Potpourri Workshop held at Roberisdale High School. Each school that had received a tree cookie was asked to send at least
one teacher lo a workshop to receive lraining and materials on student instruction in science and history, with the Baldwin
County Board of Education and Project Learning Tree providing materials for the 50 teachars who attended. Auburm
University's College of Forestry professors will do the dendrochronalogy of tha tree cookies from the trunk to determine the age
of the tree.

The story of The Giving Tree is a touching account of the rasiliency of nature and how she conlinues 16 openly
and genanoushy share her many and varied gifts
with us despile our repeated assaulls (no
doubt why she has come 1o be known as
*mather” nature). The story of Inspiration Cak,
still unfolding, continues to reveal this lesson,
Tha Baldwin County Commission will discuss
future plans for Inspiration Cak Park in its next
wiork session,

Shel Silverstaln, The Giving Tree, 1964
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Board of Directors JOIN US!
Ellis Allen, MD Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation
Carey Benlley Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation is a non-profit organization whose mem-
John L. Borom, PhD bers provide assistance and support to the Weeks Bay National Estuarine Re-
The Hon. Jack Edwards search Reserve's goals and programs.
Tommy HH“}S Ag a member, you will be joining a group of people with similar interasts
Mary E. Murchison and concems for natural resources. You can become directly involved with the
Dravid Ryan Reserve's research and educational programs by volunteering to help with field
Buddy Russell trips, seminars, cultural events, newsletiers, and special projects.
Hattie Smith You will be regularly informed of Reserve activities through newsletters,
Skipper Tonsmeing special mailings, and meetings. The opporunities for involvement are unlimited.
Whatever your talents or inlerests, the Resarve can use your support. You, the
Newsletter Committee environment, and your community will benefit as a result of your membership. If
John L. Borom, Chair you are not a member and would like to join, please mail this form along with your
Caray Bentley tax-deductible donation,
L.G. Adams
Skipper Tonsmeire NAME
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION Memberships
Suggestions and commants from eaders on fu- _ Stwudent $10/Yr.
wre topics of interest are wolcome. 1If you know |y omo oo ___Individual 30T,
of athers who would bé InMarested m recalving CITY Family E50/r.
this newskatar, call the Foundation al 990-5004, - B
The Pafican Fost is produced quarlerly by The | STATE zZIP ___Business $250/Yr.
Baltwether Group, Mary Mullins, Partner, Funds |PHONE (Homia) (Wark)
for tha publication are provided by membars of | Mail to:
e st Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation
P.O. Box 731 e ;
w N K " Fﬂirhﬂpﬂ. AL 38833 -ﬂdﬂl‘hﬂﬂﬂl D'D'l'lﬂilﬂ'l'l s
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“If you plan for a year, plant rice. if you plan for ten years, plant l-_” jﬁ | |
trees. If you plan for 100 years, educate your “"-J
children.” - AR
Chinese Proverb L
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