A Quantenly
Weeks Bay Re
vC

e _'I' £0 lo nature to be soothed and healed, and
o frave my senses pul i lune once more,”
tahn Burroughs




4 i
! hl
" PR
r Boram
b 4
I L EL
| P P
1 L
3
’ |.
. 1
Jet K
BUCy KL
- i S
S TFErTY
(A [ “IY]
. Y
i
[ i
4
i
5k 2
A AT
T VLAl B
Ll -
§
M
o r
n]
1 1 - r r
) SLIf i [
5 |
W i i |
S b r
|
A .
e [
f e
SELrer 510
¥
(==, £ 50
P
% o)
L ol S -\.‘:
= T1d
i X
1) -
I '_. ]
i T
| i
| < S90-5[1
i

From the Executive Director

Winter 2005-2006

The Foundation served as a sponser for Alabama Coastal
BirdFest 2005 and has been working diligendy in the area of land con-
servation. In the near future we will close on the transfer of the Bayou
Sara tract to the State of Alabama's Forever Wild Land Trust Program. This will fund other
projects in the Weeks Bay watershed. Dr. Thomas Roush donated the 684 acre tract to the
Foundation to help protect coastal Alabama's natural resources. The State of Alabama's
acquisition of the Bayou Sara tract will allew present and future generations to enjoy the eco-
logical benefits of the Mobile/Tensaw Delta. It is accessible by land and boat.

The Foundation has been involved in all of the YWeeks Bay Reserve's land transactions
by either providing technical or financial assistance. The success in land protection would not
have been achieved without the continued support of the membership. The Foundation has
protected over 1,000 acres since 1990. We have been able to provide Foundation land as
match for Reserve land acquisitions,

There are numercus conservation toals an individual can utilize to assist in the pro-
tection of our natural resources. Conservation easements, land donations, bargain sale, and
life estates are examples of some of the available landowner conservation tools. These tools
provide tax deductible incentives allowed by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulations.
Please contact the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation for more information about landowner
conservation tools,

Enjoy reading the new color format of The Pelican Post.

Waorking for conservation,

2l Ot

Walter C. Ernast IV,

G@nar MeCown
Environmental Education %ﬁw}ﬁrp

The Planct and its inhabitants have lost a good Iicnd,
Gaynor MeCown dedicated her lile o the educational system
[sce page sk in honor of Gaynor's commitment 1o educa-
ticsrs, the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation has established the
| Gaynor Mccown Environmental Education Fellowship. - This
Fellomship will provide a qualificd individual who will assist K-
12 school groups and perdform other essential tasks related o
emvironmental education. The Resenve hosts 3,500 K-12 stu-
dents each year.

The Foundation Board leels that this lellowship is consistent with the outstand-
ing spirit and ideals of o' fiend, Gaynor McCown.
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Governor Riley Visits Weeks Bay Reserve

Governor s : . - - Resources, and
Bob Riley recenlly — ————— I Jim Griggs,
visited Weeks Boy e A : e Director of the
Reserve on a frip a £ 3 State Lands
to the Alobama NT et FRISULY N b Division, accom:-
Gulf Coast. He ' — - O R panied Governor
spent quite a bit w N PR AL | Riley on his visit to
of fime talkking to &8 YTE sl T gl the Reserve. Both
the staff, seeing n 0 R T =R Bamnett Lawley
nutrient samples b | and Jim Griggs

un in the lab,
viewing the edu-

are very familiar
with the Reserve

cational exhibits
in the Interpretfive

Center, and walk-

and its programs.
These two gentle-
men were proud

ing on the expan- Gawarmar Bab Riey [far Aght] lakes fime ouf fom his o bring the

v il {0 the B 1 k piha
sive boardwalks through the T.-m:'irw rﬁﬁfmﬁﬁﬁ mmwﬁﬂnﬁ’wq o Governor to the Reserve fora
wellands and overlooking C‘mnmm;mm Resources, ond LG, Adams. visit and led the tour of the
Weeks Bay. The Govemnor com- aamrve Manoger Reserve as they walked through

mented extensively on what a showcase the the facility and enjoyed the interpreted board-
Reserve was for the State and complimented the walks. It is nice to have our Governer for the
work of the staff on conservation of coastal habi-  State of Alabama so interested in conservation

tats. and to have him visit the Reserve to get an
Barnelt Lawley, Commissioner of the overview of the programs and facilities at the
Department of Conservation and Natural Weeks Bay Reserve,

Weeks ﬁqy Reserve Celehrates
Twan@ Years

Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve was desig-
nated as the 16* reserve on February 19, 1984. Since that designo-
tion, the Reserve has grown and developed into a site based cen-
ter of excellence in environmental education, estuarine research,
and coastal conservation, As we enter the new year, Weeks Bay
Reserve Celebrates Twenty Years. Be on the lookout for celebratory
functions as the anniversary rolls around. At this time, one might
reflect on all the good work that has been done in supporting this
project of regional significance. All those contributing, the
Foundation and its members, State and Federal employees,
Advisory Committee Members, and so many others should be
proud of gll the effort and support making the Reserve what it is today. The diverse programs and
dedicated staff of the Reserve provide the local community and greater two county area o
resource of information as well as a place to visit and leam more cbout Estvaries...Where Rivers
Meetf the Sea.




VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Diane reland

Although new to the reception desk. Diane Ireland has had

= a long relationship with Weeks Bay Reserve, In fact, Diane has

been o volunteer longer than anyone cumently on the stalf has
worked at the Reserve. She goes back to the old days before
the Interpretive Center was built, back to the time when Thomas
McAlpin was first hired as manager. One of the first tasks
assigned to Diane was the distibution of the "No Wake" signs
with the Manatee logo, which can still be seen in waterways
around Weeks Bay. Dione has also been a big supporter of our
native plant sale since it's inception 12 years ago. Diane has

recently completed the Master Gardener fraining. She believes in the many
advantages of nafive plants, and uses them extensively in her own landscape at home. Diane
says, "environmental stewardship. like charity, should begin af home."

Born in coastal North Caroling, Diane lived in Georgia and other parts of Alabama, before
settling in Magnelia Springs 21 years ago. Her parents live in Huntsville. She has one sister, and is the
very proud mother of two sons, Beau, age 14, and Scooter, age 18. While living in Baldwin County
she has been actlive in numerous organizations and causes, many of which have focused on chil-
dren. Diane has a special love for children and relates well to them. Stewardship of our natural
resources has qlso been very important to her, 5o much so, that when Diane's husband Scott was
tragically kiled recently, she established an account and asked that donations be sent to Weeks
Bay Reserve in Scolt's memory. This was a very generous gesture to make dunng such a painful
time, and the staff and veolunteers were gll deeply touched. Scott's parents have also been actively
involved in environmental causes, and they have made a generous memorial donation to the
Foundation. Some of the proceeds from these endowments will be used for DNA source tracking
of bacteria in the watershed, and the design and construction of a greenhouse to grow plants to
be used in restoration projects. This greenhouse will also be used in conjunction with our native plant
sale. Diane plans to devote a great deal of time to this new volunteer activity. She says, | am a very
practical, common-sense person, and | want to see that resources are directed to projects. and not
to a lot of overhead.” She goes on to say, “That is one thing | oppreciate about Weeks Bay Raserve,
It is amazing how much the Reserve has accomplished with such a small amount of money."”

We are honored to have Diane as one of our freasured volunteers at Weeks Bay Reserve. We
look forward to seeing her at the front desk in the Interpretive Center. and at the plant sale and
other volunteer projects,

. £ : :
New and .-\iwme.-'uﬂf Members

Ann Bedsole Michael Houston & Barbara Sandra Pate Linda Waselkoy

Robaro Bilie Q'Brien Mary Riis Everatte YWeeks

R. Michael & Rence Booker Diane Iretand tan & Jane Robertson J.0. Weeks

Mr. & M. Lowis E. Braswell Doc & Rosemary [enison James & Esther Robson Charles YWeinacker

Jarmes & Beth Cole Skip & Mancy Jones Samuel Russ Michaed & Tina ¥vilsan

Brenda Davis Michaal Jsrdan Tim & Sandy Russell Baldwin Counry Soll and Water
Donald M. Dsckey John & Betty Kempton David Ryan Conservason District

Conald Dohn Carerina Kernworthy John & Helen Shriner Baldwin EMC Operation Round Up
Jimmy Faulkner Dcan & Carclyn Koch Poter Shuba Dauphin Island Sea Lab

Mary Douglass Forsman E.an Marion Mad Skiba Exxon Mobd

John & Peggy Glaze Mary McBrde Baba Korn Somervilla Gulfstream Matural Gas Pipaline
John Goodloe Williarn Robert Miller Bill & Cynthia Scaggers Lemhi Regmnal Land Trust
Cretilie Halstead Rock O 'Meill Jim & Carod Satter Hatkonal Fish & Wildlife
Tammy & Wanda Harria Annie Laurie Palmer Jay & Gena Todsa Foundation

ﬂuu,s_ Haywick Harold Parkman Lecnard & Pamela Turner Shiell Marine Habitax Program
Robert & Connée Hicks Charfes & Lucia Partin Mary Ann Underwood Shell Oil Foundatian



R Gaynor McCown

Maobille native B, Gaynor sMeCown,
who sefved i g senice educational policy
anatyst in fhe Cinton odminafralion, died
manday in Maw York alfer g |0-menth fight
wilh o rarer foem of cancer, said her brofher,
Jomes McCown,

MeCeowm, 45, was a nolionally rec-
ogrized sducation sxpant who wot widsly
and ragulardy qualed i ihe rabional madia.
Since 2003, she hod served of execulive
director of The Teaching Commission, a
New York-bosed orgonirafion focused on
crealing o natlionwice affort 1o e hghly
quatficd poople o become aducotors,

ahe wal remembered by ends
ond family Monday lor her kindness and
pElonale dovalion (o educalion refom.
Among her lons was Louis Gerstner ., the
larmes chaimman and chiel axacutive ol
B whe arlablithad the Teaching
Coammibson Ihred yaarn ago, teneai as ils
chorman and recnsled McCown fo heod
the ongonization. “5he hod enommouss skills,
but whao! really differentioled Gaynor wos
Inat she was 30 pastionale obaul foing
education in Amarica, ond 5o omi,” soid
Genitner, l lound het 1o be o real oul
mala in-an important affced. =it i5 g tremoan-
o ks Tor hed family and all of us who
wiorked with her, and | also think s a
Iresmendous o lor ou couniry bacousa
tha wiat daing impadant wark an aur failing
aducation syilam."” he said,

MeCown grew up in he Spring Hill

areq, ong ol five chidren of the lole Jock
and Genie MoCown, As a young gil, she
won siofe diving championships and was,
hae brother ecalad, O ramBuns houl Lo

After lasing her mother of oge 12,
Gaynorl MoCown mabured and, by her high
school yeors al MoGill-Toclen, areody
seamid fo know wihal she wanled o da
with her life. her brother scid, She olwaoys
hod an idealistic view of the world and a
baliad that the sould change If lar the Bat-
ter, ha said. "Goynes honaily never talked
about having har own chikken becouse
sha seamed o be focused on making Fvas
of her ofher childran balter.” said Jomaes
MECeowin, o jaumis.

She groduated from 51, Mary's
Colege in Motre Dome, Ind., in 1983, then
spant o year wilh Holy Cross Associales, o
past-graduate Calholic lay service pro-
gram. She was siationad in poor meighkbor
howods in Sonfiogo. Chile. counsading fams-
izt facing drug and olcahal addelion, hor
brathar woid,

MoCoren lofer worked os a losher
home coseworker for Calholic Charties in
Chicogo bafore belng occepted 1o the
Harvand Univessity Grodoale School of
Education, whata in 1987, tha recaived a
micsles’s degree,

Lost yeor, McCown appeared
belore o congressional panel examining
1he role of quoiified teachers in rosing oco-
damic ochievamen]. According 1o con-
grassona ranicipis, she fold ihe panal
that the United States “has entered he 213
Casntiy of an undiiputed world leoadar,™
“That's the good news. The bod news &
ihat ihe malion will nel confinwee 1o kead il
wii et in visnving feaching — the proles-
son that mokes all ofher profesions possi-
bl = Of O s@Ccondrale aCoupanon, “Top-
qualty leaching foaten high studant
achigwamant — and high achigvaers con
beewrrvss thasir falents and snengies o
become successful, contibuting citizens.

Mathing i mare vital lo our fubure 1han
enuring thal we alfroct and refain the best
teochers in our public schools.” McCown
aaid, “Gaynor wal such a -:nmg CEFLan
‘wieo reochad s0 mony ' said

Mobila orlish Ewgensa Foster, o rllen-:: of
MoGown's mother who would becoma ong
ol McCown's closes! nends.

"Feople who knew Goynon were
very angoged by her snibusiasm. One of
hes favante sayings woas, 'The interasting
and the inferatied” I wad aboul Bilerng
and responding.” Foster said,

MeCown was diognosed in
Jarwary with concer af the bile duct, which
i quite rane, said her brothes, Al Ihe lime,
the famity had difficulty even imagining har
being sick, James MoCown said. “Thak o
wornan who has rum the Mew York City
morathon, who was an Alabama diving
chompion in the kate 19603, who could
beat anybody in fennis. She was onae of
thate natumal alhlale: and was always in
impeccable heallh,” lames MeCown saed.

MoCown ond her husband,
Janathan D, Miler af Hew Yok, and her
ofher brother, John O, MocCown Jr of
Pound Ridge. B.Y.. seemed 1o join logelher
in tha fight agalnst the cancer, James
M Cewn gaid, “Shee and Jomalthan and my
brciner ware fighfing up untll the lost. 1%
hard o describe how strong a will she had
fo live. 3he simply never gove up that wil
fo ive,” he saich. "Il wasn't until about 48
hairs ago that | think Jonathan and my
bioiher occapled ihe inevilable ™ “She
wias just steliar, fighting. fighling. fighting.”
saicl Foster, “(i's ol so much becouws she
wias airald to din bt Bacouse she hod 5o
MLeh o 1o give.

In hir last days. MoCown sant o
meszoge 1o her many nephews and niecos,
Foster said, “3he fold them, ‘Make the
world a better place. I's nol a choice. i's
omandate.’ That's the essence of how sha
Evad,” Fosier v,

coripyy Moble Pep Begiler

Research Provides Window of Discovery at Weeks Bay

Digtoms: Focus of Research in Weeks Bay

Dr. Scoft Phipps. Research Coordinator at Weeks Bay Reserve recentiy attended ihe 18" annual Morth American Diatom

Sympatium hosted by The Univestity of South Alabama in Oclobar 2005, He has dudiad diatom

in Waerks Bay and sumound-

ing wales lar many yeors. In oddlion, o Research Coordinaler for he Retenae, Sooll has faciftated many alber seiendizls from o vanaty
of universifies ond colleges with research focuwsed on dialoms in Weaks Boy and the waoteshad, What are diatoms ond why ara thay

imporant subjects for reseanch in Weeks Bayd

Diatoms are single celled

mamsmnlwmwm1mmmﬁ1w pH, nuirient conceniralian, Bghl intensity and palluiion.
e Tne glass covers (coled frustules) perstit long affer the cell dies. The occumwuiation of
Trurstules in the sedimeni provides o record of the ralative abundance of spacias thal
Con be iInvestigoled hundreds or even thousands of years lofer,
Inside 1he diclom call anas chiarephasts thal use anafgy from the sun o assamibia com-
~ plox molecules of corbohydrates. lipids ond proleing in the process called photosynthe-
o | s, These complex molecules fual the food chain. In Weeks Bay, the diatormn asemblage
o b very productive. Thus, diotoms produce the abundance of shimg. biue crabs, speck-
bodd trout and redfish lound here. In o layer of sediment only 5 millimealarns hick on the
MMWHM boflom of Weaks Bay are bilions and bilions of dialoms that produce Menlly pounds of  (Thalasiosra le

wa

microscopic organsms that aora found in neardy all oguatic environments — rom boding hot springs to
the arctic ice pack, They have an ouler covering of hydrosiicale - or opaline giass. This giass cover has slits, pores rbs, spines, etc. fhat
ang aranged in beauliful ond inlncale patterms. We e these patterns o identify different species, In Weeks Boy, more than 300 species
of diotoms arg found susponded in the woler column ond ottoched 1o the surfece sediments, This ich osembloge inchudes species thal

E‘"’""‘“""““. Mw shrimp Tood per squane yord every yearl

wa haken by Dr. Slephan

Londers and Eic Mams o8 MOst numerows = and the mod beouliiid = organiims fhat inhabit Weaks Bay,

Troy Univeraity

Alinough we can't see them withoul the oid of o microscope, dichoms one among IMMW“"
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Alabama Coastal BirdFest 2005
by lohn Borom

Our Gulf Coast has taken a beating for two years in 2 row, Twice fall winged migration has been interrupted by hurricanes.
However, the Intermuptions were more for people than the birds. Although @ was difficult 1o find a place to stay, Alabama Coastal
BirdFest 2005 attracted 342 birders from 13 different states. They witnessed and expertenced the fall migrtion slong the 240-mile
long Alabama Coastal Birding Trail and heard presentations by experienced and knowledgeable birders. The presentation by br.
van Remsen on the rediscovery of the hany-billed Woodpecker was heartwarming af the Gull Coast Explorcum. The peesentalion
by Bob Sargent o the Nix Center was beautiful and educational, The food was delicious and the silent auction was fun.

More than Looo children and adubts aftended the Tree Bind and Conservation Expo on the
'1 Faulkner State Community College Fairhope Campus. They heand relevant and timely presentations

by Bobby Hamison, Dr john Dindo, Dr. Robert Hastings. Kent Schwartz, Dr. Henry Spivey.
Lynn Garris and Marianne Worlcy. They bulll bird houses, louched ravs and seahorses, saw
~ eagles up close. and learmed about other creatures. The excellent wildlife an created by Dr. Bill
- summerour for the postcr and notecands was very appropriate and of excellent auality

The diverse sponsors indicate the Impordance of Birdfest 1o the arca,  These wore: Alabama
—— > Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Alabama Gulf Coast
A  Convention and Visitors Burcau, Alsbama Power Foundation, Baldwin
- County Commission, Bellingrath Gardens, Clty of Fairhope, Conoco
i ‘Hihpu.niqﬂumlﬂmdulrdmmmqﬂlhﬂmﬂiﬂub.Mm
5 " Shore Chamber of Commerce, Faulkner State Community College,
Mississippi Alabama Sea Grant, Mobile Bay Audubon Society. Mobile By
-J' Matlonal Estuary Program, Mobile Convention and Visilors Corporation,
Thie Forum, The Nature Consenvandy, LS, Ash and Wikilife Sendee and the
Weeks By Reserve Foundation.
Birds are @ crucal link in the chain of Iife. nest as canaries protected coalminers in the past, birds sull
seTve &5 envionmental sentineks indicating when and where there are problems. The vast distances they
travel and exposure lo diverse ecosystems make them unboue baromciers of
Eanth's healih. W birds are of dsk, so are people and the chaln of [ife on
Eanh.

As the human population Increases along the coast It is important that
muore consfderation be given the other creatures. thal share our world with
us. Our actions and choices make @ huge difference. One way we can help
the migrating birds is 1o protect and preserve stopover habilal they need 1o
e e g PINVIVE. All proceeds will be used 1o dio this on the Alabama Coast
roa N ]Flhi;-'a_g BirdFest 2005 was good for ccoloustsm, good for environmental education
" and good for birds. It could ol have taken place withoul the help of
many volunteers and guides. Thank you all for your panticipation.

Alabama Coastal BirdFesl 2006 s { z
0

A L8 planned for Oclober 19-22. As detalls
B SE A BB dovclop. wlar
mation will be available af 251-929-0%22 and on
the BirdFest web site at
www.alabamacoastalbirdfestoom.
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Storms Impact Reserve and Meonitoring Goes on

As forecasted by Ihe Nationol Weather Service, the 2005 Hunicane Season was very active setting a recaord
for the mast storms since records have been kept. The season got starfed early at Weeks Bay. Storms Arene, Cindy.
and Dennis were oll significant events that as you may recal fallowed several floading events back in April. The
Reserve staff constantly waiches the weather and follows emergency procedures to protect assets and properties
of the state os best as possible. Humicane Kafring produced a storm surge greally impacting Reserve waterfront
sfructures yet nothing fo compare fo the devastation imposed on our naighbors to tha wast in Mississippi and
Louisiona. The storm surge produced by Katina brought walers te the highest level experenced in the area since
Weeks Boy Reserve wos astablishad in 1988,

Humricane van last year caused damages that the Reserve confinues to deal with. Damaged struciures
have either been repaired. in the process of being repaired or preparations for such are in progress. The recent
storms this humicane season have come fo the crea earlier and inifioted protection measures to be taken. Tropical
storm Cindy had moderale wincs ond heqvy rains cousing floeding situations in rmany areas. Humcone Dennis as il
ihreatened the Gulf coast early in the week (week of July 4-8) inifioted o “ful-boarding-up” of all structures, vehicles
filed with fuel, boats protected, and measuras undertaken to back-up and protect office equipment. Similar proce-
dures were successiully implemented for Kaling yet nothing could protect several waterfront structures from the
destructive forces of the storm surge. The Reserve lost the Manatee Park fishing pier, Mature Trail overlook boardwalk.
decking off the Fish River Marina fishing pier, and suffered domoge to obout 300 feat of boardwalk behind tha
Interprativa Cenler,

One of the fincl preparations before a starm event is to make sure monitoring equipment is deployed os part
of SWMP [System-wide Monitoring Program). The graphic below is the measure of water laval. A bench mark show-
ing the leveal of the fishing pier at the marina near Highway 98 Bridga is shawn as a harzontal kne. One can see the
up and down measure of the normal fidal cycles (below the top of the fishing pier) followed by the significant high
waier of the storms. The storm surge astociated with Humicane Dennis was 24-28 inches over the top of the fishing
pier as compared fo that of Huricane Ivan last yeor when the water level reached 44 inches over the top of the
fishing pier. Humicane Katrina produced high waters reaching farther than past storm events since designation in
1986. Reserve stalf confinues to watch the weather and be prepared, as we should ofl be, living and working on the
Alabama coast. As the humicane season officially comes to a close on November 30, forecasters are predicting sea-
sons ahead may be as eventful as thosa in recent years,

Named Storms at Weeks Bay - Summer 2005
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Education

school Groups Visiting Reserve
Picks up Following Storms

Even though tha fall field trip season was infer-
rupted by several Humicanes the educalion programs
at the Reserve confinued with owver 200 school shu-
dents and 50 adult chaperones visiting the Reserve
since August,

Grasscs in Classes Project

Wins Award

The Baldwin County Grasses in Closses
Frogram was awarded a Gulf Guardian Award in the
Youth/Education category. Guif Guordion Awaords are
given by the Gulf of Mexico Foundation to recognize
individuals ond organizations who confribute to the
environmental health of the Gulf of Mexico, This year

the award ceremony will take place March 280 ot
the Harte Research Institute in Corpus Christi, Texas in
canjunction with the State of the Gulf Confarence.

In July, Education Coordinator Margaret Sedlechky
conducted o presentation about the Baldwin County
Grosses in Classes Program atf the Nafional Marine
Educators Association Conference [NMEA] in Maul.
The idea for the BCGIC program was sparked by o
similar pragram that had been presented at the
MMEA Conference in 5t. Petersburg FL the previous
SUMIMer.

Visit the Foundation's Web Site at

WAVAN AN C LIS ) DN (]|
Our website has been viewed over 450,151 times
by 58471 unique visitors during the last 11 months.
Visitors are from all over the globe, not fust the USA
People form the following countries visited the first 17
days in November: Canada, Netherlands, Poland, United
Kingdom, Peru. Australla, Singapore, Mexico, Germany
Brazil, Belgium, Norway Turkey Portugal Switzerfand,
Spain, France. New Zealand, Japan, Hungary and Cyprus.

Grasses in Classes Project Moves to the Beach
In October, 42 students from Foirhope High
school planted over 1,200 dune plants at Gulf State
Park as part of tha Baldwin County Grassas in Closses
Program. In April of this year, Megan Anderton's stu-
dents began the dune restorafion nursery by polting
aver 3.000 plants that had been donated by the
Hatural Rescurce Conservoation Service, Flant
Materok Centars, The plants doubled in size over the
summer and had to be divided by the students in
August to prepare them for the restoration project in
Oclober. The Weaeks Boy Resarve Volunteers donoted
200 additional sea oat plants lor the project. Hall of
the plants will rermain in the nursery (or further propa-
gation and future restoration projects.
The beach restoration project took place on

October 191N and 20th in partnership with the US Fish
and Wildlife Service and Guif State Park noturalists,
Volunteers from Weeks Bay Reserve, Aubum Morine
Extension Service and Alabama Sea Gront ossisted
the students with the project, This i5 an exomple of
how federal, state and county ogencies can work
lagether to provide the resources and the exparise
to reach a commaon goal. The weather was great
and the restoration project proceeded without o
hitch. All the partners involved deemed the project a
big success! Additional restoration projects are being
planned for this spring with all three Grasses in Classes
High Schools.

Faithope High
$chool shedents
and iheir
teacher Megon
Anderon plant.
Ing groses

HolLdau

Open. Housé

Pame joim ws for some FHoliday (Cheen
with cookies and kot cides



Coastal Training Program (CTP)

CTP Program Takes Show on the Bood

CTP - Communily Leader Wastewaler
Tralning held on Avgust 23-25, 2005

A Community Leader Washewaler
workshop was hedd on August 23
The ta oudionce waos slecied
nn-::l appmnled ielaly, and U!EE
marmbars in Mobila ond Bolowin Countias,
Holf-day evanit wane hashed on thigo Con-
saculive days in three aile lncofions.
Mealing locabas ware i qurma ﬂm;l
Mobie. | Poticipanis leamed aboy
wastewaler, realment plant mr:a-;m
wastewater manogement ssues, and whal
recimeant systems cumently exist in ihe
[+ 1L 0=H
ng, compliance, romadbas. and
Smargency reponsos; ond., aifemalne
wostewaler sysiems )
. Parlicipants received o Cedificate
o Training ond ware oble to receive three-
cresdiil oy from the Alobama Leogue of
Municioities,

DECEMBER

& Citizans Advisory Committee Meeling
Reserve Auditorium, public is welcome

a8 Weeks Bay Advisory Committee Meeting
Reserve Auditonium — 2PM, contact Cathy

& Pp =

Fembroke, Y28-9782.

13 Guest Lecture Seres. "Birding in Turkey”

WETHENCE iBUas such o8 parmitling,

Community Leader Stormwaler Tralining fo
be held on 15 December 2005

Bid you ko'

The three largal sources of sharm
wialed podulon ans! hirbicides and pehi-
Cicled, wbhan rumoll, and tedimeant.

Every gight monihs tha oll and
P-E1r::~:h3ni=:ngl ::mdu::lls !r;hur h'ruhz'.: aff our
Foaachwdy's Ondl DOrking 1ols one -:q".m":r
lend of an Boon Volder spil. Decays
leawes ond orgonic motarials in the stoam
drain increase bocterio and mesquito pro-
duchon and decreais cxygen essentiol for

fighy lifa. I
n an invitafion fo the upcoming
15 Dacember Commu Leades
Stormwaler Trakning, Yeoger of the
Mobie Bay Natienal Esluary Pregram
choims, “Increased stormwater pnoefl con
be called a by-praduct of t and
deveiopment. As we confinue fo bulld and
grow, manogement of stom waber & not
an I:::Iﬂfad problam confingd 1o fhe
boundaries of one cify: of with most nabunal
ProcCewses it does not confom naalty 1o
fical bo It imperalivie ihal
al officials recognize ihe chalenge
belore them; siom walter unolf s o mo
prabam thal encom soclal, poltical,
ineering dimensions; ma t
COE conhned bo Increase aved fime;
and the mesl alfective toal Tor selving slorm
waler runoll cholanges is o work coopara-
fividy angd DCross ical boundanas o
creqiively develop manogement tystems
Qb mespond 1o 1 al coosal demands.”
This hotl-day training event wil
toke place at the Cyprass Workshop, USA
Brockley Center, in Mobie, As will ol CTP
frqining events. The goal s o work foword
imgraved deckion-making in coastal AL

CALENDAR

wEqund an-:;l Realtors Course
will Il Baldwan
Assucluhun ul REAI.I RS, the Weaks Boy
Reserve Foundation and thea Balcwin
County Welland Pralection Program, the
Reserve Coastal Traning Program hosted a
Walland and Realfan wa an August
25, 2005, The overall gl_t:u:l of the program
wiad ho provide real estole profassionols with
cument, information aboul wetlonds, ther
and ikdenhilication; ihe exisfing siale
ol wallard r lation and parmilting; and
mathads and aplions lor welland corsenas
fion fo promote infomed decition making
and the disinbulion of educated odvice
abaul wahands and thar protection,

Hnli Plant Sué?l querr:ﬂmes
urncnne alienge
The plant scle provided a remens
dous selechion this year overcoming the
chalenge that hamcone impocts put on
local growers. 0 oddilion to raising much
needed funds, it promates the use of nofive
piants in home londscoping. an alfermative
for exabics 50 common in our markels foday.
For mone informafion on the voluntear pro-
gram al fhe Eesarea
contoc! Moureen Nation, ol ¥28-57%2

JAMUARY

1&2 New Year's Day Holidays
The Inlerprelive Center will be closed, Al rgils
and boorchwalis will remain open for youwr
wialking and sghlseesing pledsure

1 Christmas Bird Count at Fort Morgan Contact

Sara Whitfield 251-344-8158
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presented by John aond Bev Winn. 730 p.m.
Government Street Boptist Church in Mobile,
Bring a friend and your favorite finger food
and fellowship around the wassail bowl.

Christmas Bird Count at Dauphin Island
Contoct John Porfer 8412120,

Christas Bird Count af the Moblle Tensaw
Delta Confact Roger Clay &§26-5474.

CTP Advisory Committee Meeting
Conference Room 10 am - 11am

Open Houvse ot Weeks Bay Reserve
11 am -1 pm, in the classroom
Holiday cheer with Eght refreshents

25 & 26 Christmas Helidays

The Interpretive Center will be closed, Al
frails and boardwaiks will remain open for
vauwr walking ond sighlseeing pleasure

Christmas Bird Count ot Gulf Shores Contact
Greg Jackson 205-987-2855

10

14

Citizens Advisory Commiltee Meeling
& PM - Reserve Auditorium, public is waelcome

Matural Histary Film, “Private Lives of
Dolphins.” Graceaful, infeligent and playful |
bottlenose dolphins are not only the fiendiast
wild animats, they are alio tha most complex,
160 minutes) Faulkner State Communiby
College Farhope Campus, Centennial Hall,
7:30 pm. Bring o friend.

FEBRUARY

Citizens Advisory Commities Meeting
4300 PM — Weeaks Bay Resarve Audilodurm
Fublic is welcoma

Matural History Film. “Eagles Masters of the
Skies.” This bregthtoking fim is pocked with
rnemorabile moments in stunning locations
across the globe. |50 minutes) Govemmeant
Street Baptist Church in Mobile. 7:30 p.m.
Bring o friend.



Post Hurricane Coastal Cleanup a Great Success

On September | 1710, 85 citizen volunteers amived at the Weeks Bay marina 1o halp
. remove debris from the water ond shoreline of Weeks Boy and its fibutaries. It has been three
E humcanas {Dennis, hhan and Kaffing) and one tropical storm (Tindy), since the ast coastal
cleanup. This of course meant there was plenty of work o be done, wilth debis strenwn
throughout the watershed, Many coastal cleanup sites, such as Farhope. Daphne and
mMeaher Park choose not to attempt voluntaer hosting this year due to safety and other con-
£ cerns. Fortunately Mike Shelton, Weeks Bay Watershed Coordinator, had previously assessed
. potential cleanup sites near the Weeks Bay marina and was able to
T ' direct volunteers to those areas that would not prove hazardous.
il TR TV A especially encouraging sign of this years clean up was the number
of young people who parficipoted. The lack of availatde host sites did not deter these stew-
ards from contibuting. Students from Robertsdale. Fairhope, Daphne and Mabile amived at
Weeks Bay, offering their time and energy to the cleanup project. The enthusiastic volunteers
demonstrated their commitment to protecting habitat and improving cesthetics by collecting
and propery disposing of approximately 1700 pounds of monmode debris, The debrds ranged
from remnants of starm damaged pien to Tuppenvare and other kitchen utensils. Their confr-
butions ware greally appreciated.
After cleanup efforts were finshed volunteers were invited to the clubhouse at Safe
Harbor 1o enjoy relreshments ond camaradenes, A special ihank you is extendead o Mr. ond Mrs, Bentz ond Mr. and
Mrs. Rochlord for preparing and setting up lunch. Gratitude is also due to Hamy Anderson, Richard Coram, Pal and
Gory Gover and all other volunteers who ensured thot the clubhouse was left neat and fidy,

Ex¢onMobilintern Assists Reserve Programs

An Exxondobil intermship grant allotied 1o the Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation cllowed Weeks Bay
Eeterve staff the pleasure of working with Anya Mallery this summer. Anya is on undergroduote studant with
the University of South Alobama Department of Biclogical Sciences. Whether helping with Hydnlla sp. eradica-
tion efforts, performing nutrient analysis, removing ololiths [calcareous concretion of the inner ear used for
aging) fram bass er routine maintenance of boats and aguipment, Anya proved ambitious and diigent.

in addition fo helping Reserve staff. Anya also worked with graduate mentor
. Tami Wells. under the guidance of Dr. Anne Boetlicher. Anya spent many hours wading

‘Rl in the Juncus roemerianus (black needlerush) that dominates the temrrestrial-marsh inter-
foce of Weeks Bay. Some of the ecological functions of J. rmemerianus are shoreline
] protection, sediment stabilization, support for detrital-bosed food webs, and habitat for
agquatic arganisms. Anyva collected baseline veqgetation diversity and density informa-
' ___ ftion from within the marsh in anficipation of o larger study to begin in Jonuary of 2006.
“ =y The study. lead by Dr. Boettcher, will ossess changes in vegetation zonation and sedi-
n:-ﬁ ment tfransport as a result of storm impact and land use change.

Anya helps Mike Shetfon owsemble farps o be vsed In the confrol of Hydrillo 3p, an aqualic exofc invaiive
plant in the Weeks Bay wolershed

Stewardship Program Initiates.......

Weeks Bay Weed Trackers

A Call for Volunteers to Locate Exotic Invasive Plants

Exotic Invasive plont species. or weeds, are species that are non-notive and exhibit o tendency fo spread out of
confrol. Studies have demonsirated that exofic invasive plant species con substanfially alter a number of ecosystem func-
tigng, including nutriant cycling, carbon storage, hydrology, and arosion, For exomple cogongrass [imperala eylindricol)
can alter notural burn regimes by increasing the chance of wildfire cccurence.

Some exclics are copable of hybndizing with native plant relatives. resulfing in vnnotural changes fo a plant’s
ganetic makeup; others hove been found to harbor plont pathogens, such as becteral leal scarch (Xyela fastidiosa) thal
can affect both notive and non-native plants. including omamentals. Because of these fraits exotic invasive spacies are
considerad by many o be the secand graatest theaat to nalural acosystems, surpassad only by direct habitat destruction.

Recognizing that exofic invasive plant species pose a threat upan the ecolagical health and stability of the
Weaks Bay watershed, the stall of the Reserve has iniliated the creation of the Weeaks Bay Weed Trackers program. The
program goal is 1o found a group of dedicated cilizen volunteerns willirg to assist with field data collection for the purpose
of mopping. threat aossessment, and the crealion of o weed managemenit plon. For more information please contoct Ere
Brunden, at 251-228-2792 or amall ebrundenEdenrstate.al us
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TAKING SCIENCE TO MANAGEMENT
Leamning More about the Watershed fo Belfer
Protect Water Quality and Coastal Habifals. ...

Tracking Pathogen Sources in Fish River

Since 1998, Fish River hos baen included an the
ADEMIUSEPA list of impared walerns for beng confaminated with
pathagens, The supected souwrces ame stormwater runoll and fal-
ing sephic fanks and sewer ines, Weeks Bay Reserve with ossis-
tonce frem the Weeks Boy Reserve Foundation and 1he Scott
Ireland PMemonkal Fund are rying fo deleming the oclual sourcas.
A source trocking method baing used s desgned arcund the pin-
ciple thot cerain siraing of Fhe enterococcus bocterdo are specific
19 humans ond can Do used o3 indicalens of heman fecal conbomi-
retiam,

A fricl somplng wos comed out al bwo locafions on
Cowptn Creel. No human markers were defecled in Cowpen
Creeek of AL 181. Human markers wene defectad in Cowpen Creek
af CR 33, Threa odditionol ond more comprenenskg iounos of
husmaon enterccoccus Biomonkes tesling weare parfarmad in the Fish
River walershed, Ten enviranmental samples were laken in August
and Seplember 2004 ond again in June 2005, None of the erviron-
menfal samgles fesled positive for the human enterococcus marker
in the August 2004 or June 2005, In Septemiber 2004, rasulls wore
different, Human markers wore defected in Polecat and Cowpen

7 wT L g, Yo Creedcs. Alo, Fish River af
River Park Maring and ol
. pents upstream af CR 54
" including the site above
= Inferstale 10 fested posi-
. lhve for humian enterococ-
T Cus marker, According fo
 Ine USGS gaga dala, rain-
fall ond discharge fow
Wik simdar an the August
and Seplember 2004 som-
ple dotes. Odher fociars
niot yet identified may be
RS, influencing Ihe prasence
— of abdence of the bocta-
" fo camying the human
bigmarker sought in the
fesl,

L S
\

More work needs fo
dang 1o baller identify tha
source(s] of boctendl con-
tarninalion in Fish River
and Bha Waaks Bay walar-
shad, Othar lesling
ophors o ovaboble ond
ofe besing examined,

. Enowdedge of the
souree (4] will moke he
development and imple-
meniation of eflective
manasgemant siralegies
possibla,

#
i L

Thais of fhe Weeks Watershed indicales sampling lacalians hesding
mﬂun‘iphrhmmnnﬁ.uﬁ:.

Mercury Discussions held at the Reserve

Mercury in the fish, waflier and aimosphare around Weeks
Boy wera the subjact of decuttan at a gathaing of Waeks Bay
#alf and faderal, ursvensity and private experts on Oclober 21,
2005 at the Reserve. Past and present manitaring efforts wene
axgminad and fulune research collaboaation was ouliined during
the day-lang meating. Mike Shetton led he pressntalion wih the
ranults of ihe Bass monilaing project conductad over the kst bwo
years. Dr. David Krabbenhal. Serdor Sciantsl with he US
Geaological Survey [USGS) in Modison, W1 presented the otmospher-
ic geposifion dota collecied al Weeks Bay before the wnfimety

1

intarmuption wiowght by Hurdcone Ealring,
The USGS monifoding station cobeched wel
and Oy mercury depoition data from Apdl
o Augusl 2005, The dolo generoted by
the siation thewed unique deposifion pal-
ferns that wearrant Further investigation as
ingicated by Or. Erabbenholl. In addifion
fa the depasiticn dota presented by USGS,
scisntisls rom Southam Company includ-
ing Alobarmo Power ond ARA, Cory, NC
gave an overview ol merury manitaing
near thasr coal-burning powear genaration
facilifes vaughoul Georgio, Alabama
and Misssippl.  Cool fred power planis
are the pimary source for almoiphendc
mercury wodlchwica. Dr. Bill Landing and a
procduate Sludent fiarm Flodda Shate
Unibvarsity and Dr. Jane Calfrey of The
Univariity of West Florido presenied data
collected in Persacoia and olher portions sheie merey weidwie
of Morthwest Florido on mercury concentration inrainfal. Al the
numiber: predenied ndicoled the necd for fuiure Investigofion ond
that tha Wealks Boy would be the ploce for tha collaboralive affort,

Dr. Scott Phipps and Erie Brunden addad thalr ssparizse ta
tha ressarch dasign proces. USGS reissuad their cammilmean 1o
doplaymant of a new mercury moniledng shakan in ander to eram-
i any seasonal of metecrological effects on aitmosphede deposi-
fion. In oddition, compaiien of hwa basing, Waterhole Branch and
Polecat Creek, and the conditions that impact mercury entry info
the ecosyitem woi discussed. Finolly, the examinafion of mercury
s fdation in pdmany ond secondory producert in fhe ecotyibem
in o mesocosym tudy was aulined, Mesocosyms ore small scole
representations of the natural habital in which conditions can be
manipuicted 10 lock al changes in mercury processes. USGS scien-
fists In Tuscologsa and Madison will collaborate with Weeks Bay
stall and have provided much of the funding for the proposed
experiments.

Rain Garden “How-To” Workshop Held

Stoermwater runofl from resdential riooliops con ooy
miany different pollufants into our surlace water Sirearms, fivesy and
Barys. Sewverdl eaty ond ingxponsive methods exst o reduce ne
omeunts of the water that draing frem hiemes inlo uiban guitens or
rwial readiide ditches. On Qclober 8, 2004, o workshop wos held
af the Reserve 1o teach local residents one method that nearty
onyone con use, rain gordens. Mo the rain gorden does nol grow
rain, but doas enhonce plan!'s ablity lo naluraly real raafien pal-
Iution and promate ke infillration of rain aks ke ground,.  AlabBama
Coapanalive Exbancion Systam [ACES]. Alabarma Masher Cordensrs
and Weesks Reserve developed o "how 1o" manual which osskis
homaownans in decidng I a rain garden & suilable o thair site, the
dimersions It needs, the plocemant In the kot and fhe fypes of
plants to growd 10 promohe fhe Bedt renall reatment, Mlke Shellon,
hed (e Pecsram with an overviens on rooltep unall poliulan hal
can include Figh canceniraliong
of nilrogen, some organic Com-
poungs and even palhogand.
Eve Branfley, ACES af Autum
University, lolowad with design
and plant informalion. Mt
Fhisitan indfucl Workshop

on comfrechion and planling of
the Eoln Garden

Cood fred p-ow sl pdonfl oes

www.weeksbay.org



2005 Christmas Ornament
Now Available

The 2005 Christmas ornament depicts an Osprey on a
nest al Fish River. The cost is $10.00 and proceeds will
help the Foundation help the Reserve. For more infor-
mation call 990-5004.

The omaments can be purchased at the following
locations Weeks Bay Reserve
Fairhope Pharmacy

Easlern Shore Arl Cenler

James Hurtubise (right) Pastry Chef and Facilities Manager for
the Faulkner $tate Community College Culinary Arts Program
poses with his creation, a solid chocolate Ivory-Billed
Woodpecker on 3 delicious apple spice cake with almond icing
Dr. Van Remsen (center) Curator of Birds at the LSU Musuem
of Natural History, was the speaker at the BirdFest reception

and Dr. John Borom (left).

Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation
Post Office Box 731

Fairhope, Al 36533
£251-990-3004
www.weeksbay.org

Bald Eagle
{Hallaeetus
levecacephalus)
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