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It iz hard te believe that the Reserve is celebrating 20

[

years in 2006. Environmental stewardship actually dates
back to 1986 when a group of volunteers, The Nature Conservancy, the U.S.
Congress, and the State of Alobama worked together. This group first estab-
lished the Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge and then established the
Reserve. They recognized a need for environmental education, research and
lond protection.

Many things have chonged in the landscape since 1986. The populo-
tion of Baldwin County has doubled and it is now the second fastest growing
county in Alabama. The county has huge unzoned areas, and there is o con-
tinuous need for planning in the watershed. A Wal-Mart Super Center is being
proposed, a 30-story hotel on Bon Secour Bay, and @ seaplone base on Fish
River are all recent developments.

The Foundatien cannat accomplish its wark without your financial and
volunteer support. It hos been able to provide technicol ossistance to the
Reserve for all of its land transactions, and has been oble to acquire over
1,000 ocres since 1994. The Foundation is also in the process of lounching o
capital campaign to raise one million dollars for lond acquisition in the Weeks
Bay Watershed. Enjoy reading the 20th anniversary edition of The Pelican Post.

Warking for Conservation,

8% o

Walter C. Ernest IV

Kid’s Fishing Day
May 6

8 am. - 1:30 pm.
Safe Harbor pond
A project of the Foundation and the
Alabama Depart. of Conservation and
Matural Resources. For information, call
Walter Emest at 990-5004,
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SMELLING THE ROSES TOGETHER
By Johin Borom

Betore we want to protect something, we
must first get to know it. Inaction is often due to
ignorance rather than negligence. The circle of life
clearly tells us that young people today will soon
have the Earth’s future in their hands. What they
do will depend on what they know. Let us give
them the knowledge to do better tomorrow than we
have done today.

We can suggest nature trips, give them
magnifying glasses, binoculars, and nature guides.
We can let them see frog eggs, dip todpoles, gross
shrimps, mosquitofish and pipefishes. We can take
them fishing and crobbing ond discover plants that
eat insects and bees that pollincte flowers and
maoke honey. We can smell magnolia blossoms,
watch flashing fireflies in the late evening, listen to
bird songs, and build a house for bats and butter-
flies. Visits to noture centers, wildlife refuges,
botanical gardens, notural sights, ond open-air
activities are beautiful and educational.

The Reserve is a special place to learn
important lessons about sharing our world with
other creatures. The Interpretive Center, board-
walks, and noture trails are full of useful informa-
tion. The Foundation promotes stewordship by
acquiring habitat ond promotes education when it
sponsors fishing events, photography contests, the
Alobamo Ceoastal BirdFest, and the informative
website.

These things can be complemented with
nature books and discussions about the wonder
and natural beauty around us. By broadening their
interests we will help incregse their awareness, con-
cern for conservation, and we will cerainly leam
mare ourselves.

“One of the deepest secrefs of life is that all that is
really worth doing is what we do for others,”
~ Lewis Carroll

STEWARDSHIP
by Johin Borom

At presant, 608G of the planet’s inhabitants (more
than three billion people) live less than 50 miles from coost-
lines and six of the world's lorgest cities are by the sea. In
30 years, six hillion people, or 75% of the world's populo-
fion, will live by the seo. Effuents from ogriculture, house-
helds, and industry which are already building up along
coastiines, will continue to increase. This build-up will result
in the destruction of natural habitats, extinciion of species,
paisoning of fish stocks, lifeless seashores, and increased ill-
NESS AMANG Se0-GOSrs.

Today, pollution severely offects the world's oceans
ond estuaries, Three-guorters of the debris thot pollutes
these areas comes from people on the land. Every year,
14 billion pounds of gorbage are released into the oceans
wordwide. This is in oddition to the debris coused by humi-
canes that ends up in bays and logoons.

The flexible plosfic koops that hold together six-
pocks of cons are offen dropped on beaches orin the
water, They seem harmless, but they become deadly once
thay float out into estuaries and oceans whera sea birds,
turtles, fishes, and dolphins may frop their beaks, heods, or
snauts in them—ofien with falal resuls.

A study in Texas found that 70%6 of all the trosh
found in that stofe's beaches was made of plasic. Plastic
never biodegrades; instead it phato-degrades, o process in
which it breaks into even smaller pieces, which then may
be consumed by wildlife. Make sure your own rubbish
does not reach the sea. Help reduce [ifler on your street or
it will end up in storm droins, which eventually emply info
estuaries and the sea. I you fish for spon, never leave your
nylon fishing line behind, even i it i broken. It will remain
infoct for 600 years, and will pose a threat 1o both sea life
and boat propeliers.

We cannot halt the migration of the human
population to the coastlines, but we can be better stew-
ards of our unique planet. It is important that more consid-
erafion be given fo the ofher creatures that share our world
with us. It is also important that we understand that the
kind of wodd we leave fofuture genenations is up fo us.
Ourocfore and chaices make o huge differenca,



Wéﬂm were you twenty years ago.
when the Reserve was started?

In particular where were you on FEBRUARY 19, 19842 This was the
YEARS formal designation date of Weeks Bay Reserve, the 16! reserve in the
national system. The designation ceremony for the Weeks Bay Mational
CO U NTI N G Estuarine Sonctuary was held ot Beckwith Lodge February 25, 1986; the
Reserve name wos loter chonged fo the Weeks Bay Mational Estuorine
Research Reserve that we know today. Al that time, os o requirement for designation, Weeks Bay repre-
sented a relofively pristine estuary with a diversity of flora ond foune found in expansive wetland habitots.

The Reserve wos established as part of the National Estuarine Research Reserve Sysiem. This system
of estuarine reserves around our nafion’s coostal areas originated in 1972 legislation as Section 315 of
the Coastal Zone Management Act. Since that fime reserves, like the one ot Weeks Bay, confinue o func-
tion as living laboratories to learn more about Estuories.. Where Rivers Meet the Sea. So, how is the Bay
daing today? Weeks Bay confinues to function as an extremely productive estuary. Monitoring tracks short
term variation ond long term change. As the System-wide Monitoring Program moves into its eleventh
year, researchers can begin to look for trends in the data. This will assist our continued management of
the resource os challenges in the Weeks Bay watershed are greater than ever,

This issue of The Pelican Post will include an historical perspective of Weeks Bay the resource, and
program developments of the Reserve. Take note of the Reserve Timeline running thraugh this issue mark-
ing some of the milestones in the Reserve’s history. Weeks Bay Reserve has grown and developed over the
years, adding facilities, stoff, and programs. lis success is lorgely due fo strong community support and
many champions of conservation. In addition, agencies, enviranmental organizations, and public officials
have shown a dedication of support for Weeks Boy Reserve. Thank you 1o all those having a part in the
success of the Reserve over the lost 20 Years!
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FEstuaries ....where the rivers meet the sea
Estuaries are known fo be extremely produdtive and imporiant os coastal resources. The following is a
reprinted article abaut estuaries from the first issue of The Pelican Post, Summer 1986.

WHAT ARE ESTUARIES?

Estaries occur when rivers or streams meet the sea and the freshwoter and saltwater mix. Alabama’s
estuaries were formed when river valleys which were carved by coastal rivers, floaded as the sea level rose. These
resulting shallow water areas are semi-anclosed and have free connections with the open sea.

Estuaries fend fo be more productive than either the sea or freshwater. Ideal conditions for plant growth
exist because of the nutrients carried in by river flow ond the fact that sunlight can penetrate the water. Many types
of plonts can be found in estuaries including trees, cord grasses, sedges and rushes, and agquatic plants in sub-
merged grass beds. Other microscopic forms include mud olgoe found along the banks of fidal creeks and float-
ing algoe known as plonkton. These plants die, decay, and break down into tiny paricles of material called detri-
tus which is used as food by many animals living in the estuaries.

Estuaries are used as nursery grounds and spawning areas by many fish and animal species. The estuar-
ies also provide protection and abundant food for many juvenile fish, Minety percent (by weight) of the fish and
shellfish including shrimp, erabs, and oysters caught by commercial fishermen use estuaries such as Weeks Bay for
spawning, nursery, or feeding grounds.

Almost a third of U.S. marine sport fishing (19.5 million fishing trips in 1979) was in waters of the Gulf of
Mexico. Seme of the major catch faverites included the spotted sea frout, red drum, and flounder which are all
estuarine dependent during some phase of their life.

Estuaries also play an imporant role in human activities including residential and commercial develop-
ment. As more people ore attracted fo the water’s edge, swamps, marshes, and mud flats often give way to con-
dominiums, marinas, beach houses, and warehouses. The Gulf coast's growing population hos increased the
demand for land and wetlands in or adjocent to estuaries.

The marsh areas bordering the estuary absorb and filter out many pollutants enfering the water. They
absorb both outgoing wastes that would pollute the bays and copture incoming pollutants as well. However, salt
marshes con process and filter only limited amounts of water. Pollution can overload a wetland's filtering capabili-
ty and reduce water guality, killing plants, conteminating fish and shellfish, and limiting wildlife abundance.
Careful planning is required if estuories are to meet the many demands placed upon them,
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A Historical _
& DPerspecltivy

Education has been ongoing since the designation of the Reserve in 1986,

b Teachers, botonists, environmentalists, volunteers, and conservation champions all have
. M been prometing and highlighting the Reserve and the ecological and culiural assets

B that are held within the boundaries. Once designation occumred, formal-and informal
field ocfivifies have visited the site providing o leaming experience for all those fortunate
enougn 1o vis.

In 1988, the original Noture Trail was dedicoted o the old live oak tree that func-
= fioned as the treithead and ouldoor classroam for many years. In 1992, with the apen-
ing of the Interprefive Center, an Education Coordinator was provided by the Baldwin
County Board of Educafion. This was unique to the National Estuaring Reseanch Reserve System (INERRS) as no other
reserve hod an educotor provided by a local school boord. This posifion has continued through the years schaduling field
adhivities for fens of thousonds of school children since the Inferprefive Cenler opened its doors.

As part of tha NERRS educational programs, Weeks Bay Resere has incompormted many nafional projects inlo the
educational endeavors here in Aloboma. Some of these include:

Estuary Net — Clossroom and Field Based Coastal Education for Grades 6-12
Coastal Decision-maker Workshops - Adult education on Coastal lssues

Coastal Training Program - Training and Education for Coastal Managers

Over the lost fen years a cumiculum for school groups has been developed such that when different grade levels
visit the Reserve they porticipate in activities specific o that grade. The curmiculum is comelated with the Alaboma Scence
Course of Study for each grade level K-8 with the 9-12™ grode cumiculum having a field based water quality theme. This
has been mast beneficial for children coming o the Reserve from yeor fo yeor os they ore invelved in new odivities that
build on their experiences from previous visits. In oddifion fo educofionol expeniences for school children, feacher work-
shops are held fo benefit teachers in their knowledge of the nafurol sciences.
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Weeks Bay IWatershed Project

Throughout o good portion of the history of the Reserve, the Weeks Bay
Watershed Project has been a faithful pariner. Initially nomed the Fish River
Watershed Project in 1993, the Weeks Bay Watershed project begon its evelution
under the guidonce of the Naturol Resources Conservation Service, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Gulf of Mexico Program, Aloboma Department
of Environmental Management, the Reserve and numerous federal and stote

ogencies. The project at Weeks Boy was one of the first in Alabama and even Tina Lynn - first Wertershed
Coordingdor 1994-1908

after 13 years, it remains a model emulated statewide. The principle mission is to
provide an integrated, holistic opproach to the menogement of the water-
shed,

Watershed Project Coordinaters hove worked with available port-
ners and volunteers to oddress environmental problems in the watershed. ?
Implementation activities can be loosely consolidated into three main cate-
gories: Water Quality Monitoring, Stewardship Projects and Education and
Outreach. The Watershed Project is supported by o Citizens Advisory

: : Ever Brontloy (center], Walemshad
Cemmittee whase members live, work or have significant interest in the Coordinator 1998-2000

watershed, the Baldwin County Sail and Water Conservation District and the Reserve.
In 2004, the Watershed Project was permanently incorporated into the programs at the Reserve. [t

extends the mission of the Reserve throughout the watershed. Project coordinators: Tina Lynn, Eve

Brantley ond Mike Shelton have learned more about the functions and value of estuaries ond the best,
science-baosed means to protect and restore a voluable coostal resource.
After many success stories, the Wotershed Project has evolved into o valu- &
able progrom of the Reserve. :

Flke Shedion [lof] VWalesihed lf-_r_rgr;f..'ll_'llull Fe-:n.a.'l.;\:-d thir gwners of Mowniz
Toali in Foloy for profeching the wpper reaches of Mognolia River with
Wiatorshed Progect Ctipens Advisony Commitiee members, Corey Bentley and
My Ann Linderwood (firid ond secand froem right)
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Research in Weeks Bay

Coastal and estuarine researchers recognized earty on
that Weeks Bay was an excellent site for cerfoin types of
research. The entire watershed of Waeks Boy - from the
first order blockwoler streoms ot iis headwalers o the
embedded estuary at its ferminus — is within Boldwin
County. The usefulness of this small systerm as o model for much larger systems was not los!
_"-.,\‘ on the researchers, educators ond conservationists that come together o promote and cre-

S e the Reserve as it now edsts. To begin the process of designafion, on emdronmentel
impoct survey was commissionad ond it was published in 1985.

In 1990, The Research Coordinators (RCs) in the system o that fime began mesting yearly and discussing issues
of importance at the national level. These meefings were the beginning of the: System-Wide Monitoring Program (SWMP).
The siated goal of SWMP is to “track short-term variobility and long-term change” in esfuarine systems. SWMP starfed with
the deployment of elecronic hydrogrophic datologgers at 2 permanent sites. These datologgers monifor water lempero-
ture, condudivity and sclinity, depth, pH, dissolved cxygen and turbidity — logging a reading every half hour Dalologgers
were first deploved of Weeks Bay in the fall of 1995 (onginally by Dauphin lsland Sea Lob sioff) and these sites are sfill
being monitored. A weather stafion monitoring air lemperature, relative humidity, borometric pressure, wind speed and
direction, photosyrthetically octive radiation and mindoll wos odded in 2001. Two more hydrogrophic sifes were added in
2002. In 2003, monthly measurements of ammanium, nitrite, nitrode, phosphate and chlorophyll concentration began at
each of the datalogger siles. At one site we began faking monthly fidal cycle samples of these same parameters. All of
these data are coretully checked for occurncy ond maintoined in a dotobase housed af the Belle Baruch Loboratory in
Georgetown, South Caroling. These data (from all 26 NERRS in the MNation) are available for quenying or dewnlooding on
the infemet at: hitp://cdmo_baruch sc.edu. Weather dato from Weeks Bay Reserve has been available since 2002 real-
fime on the web of: hitp://cost-net.disl.ong/monitoringdoto/nep/indes . him, These reol-fime dato ore available through the
support of the Marine Estuarine Ervironmental Research Center ot Faulkner State Community Collage, the Mobile Bay
National Estuary Program and Douphin Island Sea Lab sioff

Ancther research progrom inificted by the RCs is the Groduate Research Fellowship Program (GRF). This is o com-
pefitve fellowship providing a sfipend for graduate shudents who do their research at a MERRS site. Each Reserve has two
fellowships ot o fime that lost for 1, 2 or 3 years. Since the beginning of the GRF program at the Reserve, there have been
eight projects finished and two are ongaing. A new fellowship will be awarded June 1! of this year. For more informetion
on the GRF program, see the NERR website of: hitp://nens.nooa.gov.

The Research Coordinator posifion was established ot the Reserve in the foll of 1999, The Research Coordinator
aversees SWMP and the GRF progrom, directs onginal reseorch projects and coordinotes/cooperates with visiting
researchers on their projects within the Reserve. The SWIMP technician posifion was added in 2002. A Graphic Informafion
Systemns (GIS) technician was also added through the Protected Area GIS inifiafive ot NOAA. This specialist is involved with
mapging, remole sensing and data management. Earlier, the Watershed Coordinator position was established and more
recently, a Stewardship Coordinator posiion wis ersatad. A more defailed history of these deparimants is included else-
whena in this issue. The Watershed Coordinafor is invalved in non-point source pollution investigation and mediafion and
the Stewardship Coordinator is involved in conservation biclogy end resteration ecology,

Research within the watershed has increased exponentially since the establish-
ment of the Reserve. As we collect more baseline dato, and maore research is based
here, the overall knowledge bose becomes greater which aftracts even more research!
This symbiofic enhancement is simply illusirated by the fist of 20 research insfitufions (st §
found elsewhere in this issue) that have hod researchers working ot the Weeks Bay
Reserve in the last 5 years. Mast impontantly, research from Weeks Bay directly offects
management decisions of this valuable nafural resource.




Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteers have been an infegral part of Weeks Bay Resenve from the
beginning. Our twenfieth anniversary s an approprale occosion for us fo recog-
nize the Weeks Bay Reserve Historical and Archeologioal Commitiee, the first
official volunteer committee formed in the spring of 1993. Under the guidance
of George Ewer, the mandate of the commities was o “produce an inferprefive
exhibit highlighting the emviranmental, economic, and sodial themes that form
the history of Weeks Bay from 1715 1o the present.” Through the effads of this
dedicated group of volunteers, Weeks Bay Reserve is fodunate to have many
exceplional historical exhibits. The collections includes o collection of arrowheads and Indian pottery found
around the Weeks Bay area, from Rick Yoger, local Indian arfifacts from Flo Simmons and Doris Allegri, o collec-
fion of historical informafion, photographs and cld maps depiding the history of the Weeks Bay area from Dors Rich, orfi-
focts relafing fo the turpentine industry from Charles Ebert, Jr., civil war arfifacts from Frances Cleverdan, indian poffery,
amowheads, o bone handle knife, large humicane ball, o civil war cannon, eary fishing related ftems, and a pine needle
basket made by Hamiet Cowen in the early 1900's from Lee Brown Adams, an ool history collection that includes a mem-
oir of "Life in Baldwin County” by Christine Heiming, and a collection of Native Americon arfifocts on loan from Rev. Ede
0. Curtis and Dr. Eamest M. Curhis.

This pioneer group of volunteers assumed an odive role in omanizing an “Indian Hertage Day,” held o Weeks
Bay Reserve in 1993. More than 400 people attended this event, many of whom brought arfifacts o be identified and
cotologed by Dr. Judy Bense, on archoeclogist from the University of West Florida in Pensocola. Through their efforts,
much valuable local history wos discovered and documented.

After accomplishing their mission, the Weeks Bay Histareal and Archeslogicol Committee disbanded in June,
1994. Weeks Bay Reserve would like to ocknowledge and thank the members of this remarkable group of dedicoted vol-
unieers for their immense confribution to our fundamental gools of education, research, and conservation.
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Kurt G. Wintermeyer Boardwalk:
Since 1993, An Education and Conservation
Success Story

From the very beginning, when the overstory wos cleared from
the pitcher plont bog in eordy 1993, an imporont objective of the
Resarva has been the preservation of this rare natural crea for the
education and enrichmen! of fulure generations. Many of tha spactac-
ular plants which are found in
the bog can grow only in this
very speciolized habital, ond
some ore quite rore. Todoy,
atter more than o dozen yeors

of careful development ond
i 1 1
o hundnecs of White-lopped picher plonts
Sarrocenad levcoplyfio) in our bog. over eollection, fine aup-
pression, and hobifal loss hove mode theis beoutifil plonts
ncregungly rore.  They ome contidened andangarod in

management, the pitcher
plont bog has become one of

the best-known and most pop-

al 1f..‘_||.’-_'

ular sutdaor recreational ane

educotional sites in Baldwin
CDJHT','

As part of our twentieth
anniversary celebration at the
Reserve, we con look back with

satistoction, 1o see how far we

l.n-l."'".'h'r LRHOEY DOIT grosRieny DVeTg
have come in our efforts to pre-

(Colopopon polikdus) hos Been seen only o couple of
e m owr bog

Tregs Baprianidihy

serve, ond al the same fime,

make the bog accessible to the

ﬂUbllC. These _Dh{.‘-“ﬂgfﬂ_ﬁhs Bomrdwalk vistors wiew While fopped piicher plands in the
should also remind us that, as o bag of teess doy Nevrve
delicate ond complex notural
community, the bog will confinue
to demand our best effors and all
of our expertise to meet the chal-

lenges of the future.

smgi, delicade yellow lingeless orchids

T cata i b vy ||'|'|:-|_:||1r| gie found ank in ll'l|‘."|cllll'illp'
plicher plani Jh.‘rl_'ln, L the one af Weals BLI]'

Hounree ﬂ.:.'g, abaut o daren populstions of

these rome orchids are known in Alabama

The uncommon pine Uy (Liim codesboed) blooms in
the bog  Avgusd ond Seplember  Some yoars ihese
pretty red towers bdoom by e dogen in the bog, end
olfdr yenm, an'. 0 few con be seen. W sl hove o
preat geo) § 1 ool pricher plant bogs!
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DID YOU KNOW?
by John Borom

The rainbow snoke (Faroncio
erythrogramma) is one of North America’s most
beautiful serpents. It is shiny black, heavy-bodied
with three thin red stripes running the length of the
back. The belly is mostly red with two or more rows
of large black dots. The head is round and indis-
tinct, and the tail has o sharp spine that may help
when holding slimy prey. The record length is 66
inches. Becouse of its secrefive behavior and large-
ly subterranean lifestyle, it is generally difficult to
find and is considered uncommon fo rare.

Adults are found in association with clear,
unpolluted moving woter in streams, river systems,
swamps, ond other aquatic habitots inhobited by
their primary prey, American eels. Young rainbow
snakes spend their first year or two in small isolated
wetlands thot have an ebundant supply of tadpoles
and salomanders.

Roinbow snokes usually emerge from their
daytime retreats only well after sundown, then seek
seclusion again before daylight. On warm, rainy
days they moy be octive earlier and later in the day
than usual. Flooding rains can bring them to the
surface ot any time of day probably in response to
increosed foraging opportunities.

Habitat preservation is crifical to the survival
of this species. Human modifications such as high-
ways can create barriers and increase mortality of
adult femoles traveling from lowland swamps to
upland habitats to loy eggs. Rainbow snakes prob-
ably foll victim to aquatic and terresirial predators.
They are very docile when captured by humans and

do not bite.
The photo shows Reserve staff member
Dianna Quinn holding o rainbow snoke thot was
collected in Fish
River. It was
brought fo the
lab and later
released.
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NATURE'S CALENDAR
by John Borom

When you
think of a tyrant, an
imoage of a ruthless
despol comes 1o

mind, except those
fomilior with the |
b o b -
tymant flycalchers, of '
which tha Eastemn
Kingbird (frannus
Hyrannus) is the most —
kative in Nodh Preics by Merdene Coshen

America. Iis Latin name means “king of the fyronts®, ond
when dedending its nest, it is willing to aftack much larger
birds. An Eastern Kingbird in hot pursuit of o cow is @
common sight on the Gulf Coost. It will somefimes land on
the back of crows, hawks, and witures, packing and pulling
their fecthers, Mot only does it fiercely attock potential pred-
ofors, but it is equally violent in attacking such hamnless
birds os doves and herons.

The Eastern Kingbird is about eight inches kong with
o block hend, slote gray bock, white belly, and a distinctive
white terminal toil band. A small red ceniral crown paich is
wswally concealed and seen only when the bird is display-
1|"|E.

Favorite habitot includes open areas with scoffered
trees and shrubs. The vegetation provides nest sites and
along with fence posts and wires fumish perches from which
to watch over fields of prey. Like so many insect-eafing
birds, they may eat bemies in the autumn, usually hovering
in front of the twig fo pluck the fruil.

The species breeds on the Alobama coast and i
common spring, summer ond fall. Diumal migrafion
begins from Alaboma eary in September and loose flock of
birds move soufhword fo their winter quarters in South
America, mainly eastern Ecundor and Peru ond westem
Brozil, Their retum flight to the northem Gulf Coast peoks
in mid April.

To leam more obout nectropicol migrants, go fo.
the Foundation's websile www.weeksbayorg and click on
photo album.



20 Important Things...

dop Twenty === """

20 Research Institutions. ..

-.that have had research projects in
wmaqﬂaunanmuuputsrm:

1. Dauphin Island Sea Lab

2. University of Seuth Alabama

3. Troy University

4. Auburn University

5. University of Alabama

6. Mississippi State University

7. Eastern lllinois Universi

B. Southern lllinois University

g. Gulf Coast Research Laboratory
10. University of New Orleans

11.  University of Southern Mississippi
12. Lovisiana State University

13. Texas A&M University

14. University of West Florida

15. The Ohio State University

16. Case Western Reserve University
17. Geological Survey of Alabama
18. United States Geological Survey

19. AL Dept of Environmental Management

20. and, of course, AL Dept. of

. Environments that are among the most
productive on earth

2. Habitats that create more organic matter
than any other

3. Abundance and diversity of wildlife such as
shore birds, fish, crabs, marine mammals,
and shellfish

4. Layover stops for migratory birds

3. Protection ogainst erosional forces

&, MNursery for fish and shellfish

7. Ability to filter water confaminants

8. Protection ogainst flood,/storm surge

9. Meore than 28 million jobs in nafion

10. Cultural enrichment for community

11. 58 to $12 billion annually through tourism
and recreation nationwide

12. Research opportunities for scientisis

13. Educational opportunities for all ages

14. Aesthetically pleasing environment

15. More than 75% of Americo’s commercial
fish catch, and 80-90% of the recreational
fish catch

16. Habitat for unique microscopic organisms
and a rich source of plant diversity

Conservation and Matural Resaurces, 17. Transporiation eppartunity thwough boating

Lands Division

20 Research Institutions...

18. A great abundance and variety of seafood
19. Means of assessing overall ecosystem health
20. A record of storm events through research

that have had research projects in Weeks Bay Reserve over the past 5 years;

. Dauphin Island Sea Lab

. Umiversity of South Alabama

. Troy University

. Auburm University

. Umiversity of Alabama

. Mississippi State University

. Eastern llinois University

. Southemn Winois University

. Gulf Coast Research Laboratory
0.University of New Orleans

N o T B e

— 0 D0 =1 h

L. Umiversity of Southern Mississippi

12. Louisiana State University

13, Texas A&M Univervsity

14. University of West Florida

15. The Ohio State University

16, Case Western Reserve University

17. Geological Survey of Alabama

18, United Stacs Geological Survey

19. Al. Dept. of Environmental Management
20. and, of course, AL Dept. of Conservation
and Natural Resources, Lands Division
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Alabama Coastal BirdFest makes donation to

Daouphin Island Bird Sanctuaries

By O Fron Morey

Once ogon, e Aldboma Cocsid BrdFest s making
good on is goal io help presenve ond proledt bird hobioks on the
Alothoma Gulf Corrt. John Bormm, presidert of e Mokl Boy
Audubon Sodely ond one of the amonizers of BrdPest, recendly
preseried o 510,000 dhedk fo Jobn Porer, eeautve diedor of
Douphin bond Brd Sonducsies, e

Oherthe kst yeors, BiclPest hes conkbuied
330,000 in both Mohile ond Boldwin counfies o hel omure
loired b, sl Borom, “We're plecsed 1o ghve this money o
Diouphin and B Sonciuosies 15 yeor becouse Douphin ord
s ariead for neo-ropianl beds that rmigrote fom Nodh Ameia o
habicss in Ceniml ord Scuth Americn. W ame abils lo moke s
dongfion thorks o ol of curwonderul BedRedt oo ond o
everyone who fock partin BrdFest” Some of those sponsors
indudi: he Alobarma Deet. of Corsenoion ond Notuml
Resources, Siefe Londs Dhvisen; Alobrorre Rover Cormpony;
Balcwin Counly Commission; The Forum; ConoaoPhiies;
Veeks Boy Reserve Foundotion, Motile Boy Naond Bsuary
Frogrom; Cily of Farhope; Foukner Siote Cormmuniy College;

The 2005 Alebarna Consied BedFest hod over 300
regysiered tour porficinarss fom 1.3 different siotes, induding vistors
fom os for oway as Colomio, Massachussts, and Ohio,

"We love irroducing pecple to e beouy of e
Alatorma Gulf Coost and o the wonders of biding,” soid Borom.
“¥swonderd io know thot cur efiors aon make o diflerence ond
con hedp presenve vid bird hobin in Vicbike ond Boldwin coun-
s

Douphin Bord, recogrized os the “Birdiest Smal Ciyin
the LI5," benefis greadly from birding, acoording o Roder

*Becing & very good lor our beaod econceny A sudy ot
we commesoned n 1997 showed on economic impodHor
Dieauphin ond of $2 miion over o scmorth penod, Since fren,
v seeng even more birding visiors, so ot figue would be
even higher now We thark e Aloharmo Coosil Brofest for frer
help in bringing birders 1o cur oo and for ther fnonod support
in helping o presenve birdd hokbios”

The Douphin Bond Bid Sonduaries, I, o communiy
lond s, & 0 non-prof comaormion dedkerted 1o preseniang e
sond's sopover habit for all Norh Amesicon migralory bics by
working wih gowermmert and other ogendes 1o ersum o balonee
behween hurman lond uses and consenvadion, and by eduaciing
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b Bvom, honk
a S0 dhedk o
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Do bebwred B
Serviem ke

lendowners chout prodioes that sienglhen e sond's uncue
emaysen. Plons for the 2006 Albborma Coosidl BrdFes, Od.
19-22, o urdenaoy Vish wawwidobormoooosiabdiest oom for
mome informafion.

Armengon Cokdingh
iyl iriulia)

BIRDERS NEEDED

Survey points have been designated, maps
have been mode, profocols determined, and equipment
purchased; all we nead now cre o few dedicated velun-
teers willing fo assist with the first onnual VWeeks Bay
Marsh Bird Survey. The survey will integrote with nafional
efforts fo determine frends in marsh bird populations
and habitat availability, os well as crecte local densily
and abundance indices. This is a great opportunity o
experience the beouty and tranquility of sunrise or sunset
from the waters of the Weeks Bay estuary, For more
information please contact Stewardship
Coordinator Eric Brunden, 928-9792 ar
eric.brunden@dcnr.alabama.gov.

“Lef wr reemiber ay we chase owr deeamy info e sars Fﬁu‘wﬁrﬁw
bty b o cute Enrth, fo our clilidpen, o ourvelver. Tfer, ot es lreams, fof s
hicesaas fhase deeasnis, bt fof e e preererce fﬁf@'@lﬂﬂwhﬁnﬂﬂ'

~ Gearge Bierh



Did You Know?
by John Bovom

The gopher fortoise
(Gopherus polyphermus) s o
large bumowing land turtle in fhe
M Coastal Plain where it lives on

and sunny nesting sifes must be
P present. The species is greofly
reduced from historic abun-

dance, and is locally common in only o few proleded areas.
It is considered a “keysfone species” becouse its burrow serves
os o refuge for ot least 39 inveriebrates and 42 verebrate
species, some of which are under fedeml or state protechion.

Burrows can be six feet in depth, up to 30 feet or
more in length, and the deepest port may be enlorged inlo o
chamber. They are sufficiently wide fo allow the toriose fo
reverse foce at any given point. Within the burmow is a micro-
habitat in which the gopher tortoise and other creafures are
relotively unoffected by dimate changes on the surfoce.

Despite its considerable litespan of 40 to 150 yeors,
the threctened gopher foroise is in steep dedline due 1o habi-
ot destruction, predation, and o low rote of reproduction.
Biologists esfimate that for every 100 eggs loid, only one to
three survives to adulthood. These are long odds for this gen-
fiz and hospiiable creature.

Sandedch Tems
[Glersty sonchvionils)
Photo by Joved Peydon

14

Weeks Boy Reserve
20th Anniversary
Coastal Topics Presentation Series

March 18 - Wesley Moore: Crocodilians

Fr. Dr. Regan: Dolphin Update, A Historical review of
Alabama's dolphins and the latest news, including the
fate of dolphins stranded by hurricone Kaotrino

March 25 - Dr. James Conneor: A Geclogical History of
Weeks Bay

April 15 - Dr. Hugh Macintyre: Harmiul Algal Blooms
Dr. Doug Shelton: Molluscs

May 20 - Nichole Vickey: Working fo Sove Alabama's
Lost Great Ploces: The Work of The Nalure
Conversancy's Alabama Coostol Progromlo Lewis: The
Forever Wild Program

All presentations held at the Weeks Bay Auditerium at 10 AM,
11300 Highway 98 Foirhope, Al 36532, 928-9792

Forever Wild
Land Trust

You can show your support for Forever Wild and help pur-
chase kond by buying o Forever Wild fog for your vehicle.
This atfroctive fog is ovoiloble of all county courthouses and
annexes throughout the sfate. When you purchase your
fog, you con persanalize it with up fo 6 lelters/numbers of
no addiional cost. For mone info conceming this fog con-
ket joec(@pewermet ong: 256-287-1652, Joe Copeland

Engla Scout Prujm Euppurh Restoration Goals

Chris Fubanks, wihh e csssionee ofHfomily ond soout roop 42, spent
o Soiurtoys of he Resenve compleing requiemerns for the Bogle
Scout Leodership Senvice Projedt. Chis's project consisied of consinud:
ing o dormsin @ kege drinoge dich witin the bounderies of he
the necrby lond wos employed for ogricubul puposes. The doms wil
speed up the fllng of the diches and help restore hydrologianl proper-
fios.
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CALENDAR
Presentation al Wishie Conlor, State Park by Mike Shelton,
Impenacus: Suriaces: Beng hard on Cuity” 10 am. —d pm

Cilizens Advisory Commities for the YWoeks Blay VWatershed Project, 6 pum,
; Bay Projedt, & pum

Dereict Crab Trap Removal Day, Bam. - 12 pm., Fish Raver Marina

Bakchein Watter Festval, Diaphne United Methocks:
Church, Man Daphne. §-2 pm.

Guest Lecture Serivs. “The Purpla Martn Riviers™ presenid by Garland

Sims. Faubmer Siate Communty Colege Farhops Campus, il Hal

T pm. Bring a friend
Weeks Bay Advisory Board Mesting , 200 pm. - Audiionum

Woeks Bay Reserve 20 Anniversary Caoastal Ti Presentation
Series 500 page for 14 o dedads o8

Baichain Co. Ervironmantal Advisony Board Annual Meeting , 830 am, - 1

W-SPECT orpdint Sourtt: Poluion Modeing Tool Workshop,
Faulmer State Communy Colege, 800 am - 1200pm.

Presantaion & Wele Ceanler,
INation, “Tour of Nabursl Habitals and
ML =4 pm

State Park by Waurnen and Fred
Aesaes of Blabosleny”

Vit Vialnr Cueiy Training, 830am - 4 pm, Volurisesr
Mooy Training, pm

Ciizens,
Proped, 6pm,
Wiesics Bary Rieserve Foundation Meeting, B30 am

i7ing Fesenss Taentiol
pum, Preseningons a1, and Lunch &

Cormmities for e Wsscs Bay Walershed

Weks. Bary Day celetration
herrversary wih Ackaios fom
12 Nogn

Gueest Lochur Sones. “Thes Wieekes Bay Resenve Foundation” presented
Gmermimn T30 pum EIQ

Walter Ermiest
& friand,

Coriederale Memoral Diay Hofiday, The interpree Canter will b closed, A

Sroet Bapes! Church in Mobike,

s e boandvwalks wil remain open for your walking and sightseing plaas-
e

Ciizens Commition for the Wsks Bay Waisrshed
Projed, 6 pm,

Hyting Sols Workshop, 8 am 10 4
=il Mike Shefton & 251

Kf's Pt . Sale Harbor Bam-130pm A poedadte
Fﬂmaﬂ‘?rm pond, Bam - 130 pm. A propd
For information, o Walter Emest af S50-5004.

Guest Lechure Senes. “Oyster Research and Resd Restoraton in

Wiobie Bary” pressenind by Rick Wallace, Direcior, Autum Universaty Marns
Exiensaon and Restarch Certer: Faulner State Community Colege
Farhope Campus, Ceniornial Hal. 730 pm. Birga fFend

Tenth Annual Weseks Bay Anea River Cleanup, 8 a.m, - 12 p.m., Fish

Riiver Marina.

i e Auciionum. For more infomation

of Consencation and Mabural Resourmes.
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JUNE

Satewice Alabama Water Watch Annual Meeting and Pienic,
Well By Ladae, 10 am. - 2 pm.

Natoral Mesmoral Dy Holey - The Certer wil be closed. Al
rals and boardwabs.  will sirman opon for your walking and sighfsecing

New and %ﬂﬂﬂhﬁ Members

LG & Audsms Fassily
e Flas & Katharing Allos D, Aban, Alson & Boss Moore
Lane (Rary, Kathy & Taylor SMooee
IHodge & Alilson Alves Einc Nager
Kevas, Lealic, & Emilly Ansim (miEg Sitiicrmacter
Gicorps & Leslic Hailiy Patrick & MNancy Noonan
Hush Memsiey lienry & Ashley (¥Connor Family
Mles Bebcher, VM Pat & Julie Chghasrn
Cancy & Halllio Ihenilay Crevirgee & Abigil Parayiotou
. & Mrw Johm Bonom Frank & Robin Manguette
Josarew Hrandi Rt & Laurie Peery
I, & Mirs. Cealem [eey Barbars & lay Pryor
Adlair Hraren Mharion A, Owuimd, IE
Penay & Templc Freram Huibon Chang
Bealicy & Rebooa hme Dby & Dottss RadelalT
Kt Calficy Thobty & Lacy Radclill Family
Jolin Cashen Cieeet s
Elemjamin & Linds Coben Huich & Suwrw Radclil
Linliie Colghazier Self & Caihy Radchidf Famsly
Richand Cofmm William M. Raweon
Michacl & Celia DiLancy
M & M. ). Brdiey Donaghey Mike & Cay lEopers
Canl Ann & Fohn Deotgan Analgy Hyrall
Praral 1. Dhowwrney Roben & Kathlech Ryan
Dhasrid & Joan Dykes Juhn & Asn Scknicka
sty Dhvscon, Jr Lee & Danid Smiih
Jack Edwards Lucy Spencer
D & Mr. Bobon G Hubanks Wi Sirauley
Thillig Faneclicr Twnes Sringlcllow
Al F. Given Ay Supplc
Koy Hamak A Log Switinan
Paul Harrison M, & Mrs, Boben G, Take
Warken I duy & Thasrpmon
Mary €. Herredon Jiew & Bery Thompeom
Wormnica Berradon & Hobsm Fachm Cooper Thearber
Koarby Hicho Dan Tonsmesse
Celeats Hinds. Jor & Fran Tonsmeiry
il & Aflison Hisson Draial. Tismatall
Charkes & Jasie Himner Croneyieve Teener
Chuick & Michelle Nupsiey Rihen Urbasek
CUIF & Uiana bnge Family Ml
Chilton & Chinia lage Mick & Susie Wallsce
Dr. Bobhy & Loss Irby Nancy E Wanl
Mr & Mire, Willam K, boland, Sz Bty Wi
I Eric & Mancy Jenism e & s Warner M. Wigpim
“Tom: Juiner Wads
il & Bchy Pones T, Catig & Jesnbcn Yoager
Chuck, Brooke, Chatles & Fannah Koy The A% Minchell Foundation, Eng,
Marpart Kinter The Thisizpsion Heldngs Fousdation Fund
Michagl & Visrabeth Langsion of The ¥ axsmabstion of Soath
Frank Larsway Ablbams
Michasl & Elmrabeth Lanpstan
Frank Laraway
Travid Learner
e Chuarles ). 1LilRy

Lt
Hﬂ-il:hidilpu Family
Liscy' Lywomri
Frank §& Joan Musn
Alichae] Mokoin
T Fohin ScMillan

. Moeese



Weeks Bay Reserve Foundation
Post Office Box 731
Fairhope, Al 36533

251-000-5004
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& EPOHEDR MEWBER OF THE

o~
LAND TRUST ALLLANCE

In Recognition of
\Weelks Bay Reserve’s
20th Anniversary

Mark Your Calendar to Attend
the Celebration at

WEEKS BAY DAY
Saturday, April 8, 2006

activities 8Bam-2 pm,
presentations at 11am,
lunch at 12:00 Noon

PRESORTED
STANDARD US
FOSTAGE PAID

MOBILE, AL
PERMIT NO. 1226
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