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The leaves have fallen, most of the fall wildflowers have
bloomed, and the beautiful waterfront winter sunsets are
here. I am pleased to say this year’s John L. Borom Alabama
Coastal BirdFest was the most successful in the event’s
history. One of the highlights was the Bird & Conservation
Expo. Ienjoyed taking my two daughters, Elizabeth, 5, and
Caroline, 17 months, to the Saturday Expo. I remember
being introduced to the natural beauty of the outdoors at an
early age by my father. This early introduction to the outdoors
is one of the factors that inspired me to work for conservation

: full time. It is so important to be able to provide a fun,
famlly-orlented educational event that focuses on natural beauty and environmental

stewardship. The BirdFest is another example of how the Foundation supports
conservation through education.

The Foundation has completed the acceptance of a conservation easement from
Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries (DIBS). We look forward to a long-term partnership
with DIBS. The Foundation also acquired a 28-acre wetland parcel. This parcel is
adjacent to the Meadows, the 820 acres of coastal wetland habitat recently acquired by
Alabama’s Forever Wild Land Trust and the Baldwin County Commission. In addition,
we have been working with the Land Trust Alliance and 23 other land trusts to create
the Gulf of Mexico Partnership for Land Conservation. The Foundation co-hosted a
meeting of this group in September.

We could not accomplish any of this without your continued support. Please
support the Foundation by becoming a member — or renewing your membership — and
making a generous contribution to our Annual Fund. Your membership dues and
other contributions enable us to continue our work in protecting the natural resources of
coastal Alabama and providing assistance and support to the goals and programs of the
Weeks Bay Reserve. Thank you again for your past support.

Working for Conservation, W

2011 Clristmas Ornament

The 2011 Weeks Bay Christmas ornament depicts
a kayaker fishing on Weeks Bay and celebrates the
25th anniversary of the designation of the Weeks Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve. It is the ninth
in the series of ornaments designed to raise funds to
support the Foundation’s mission to protect the natural
resources of coastal Alabama and provide assistance
and support for the Reserve’s goals and programs.
The ornament also reiterates the value of ecotourism and natural resource protection.
Ecotourism activities like kayaking contribute to the economy in Baldwin County.

The ornament may be purchased at Fairhope Pharmacy’s Christmas ‘Round
the Corner, the Reserve, or by contacting the Foundation office at (251) 990-5004.
Previous years’ ornaments are also available at the Reserve and the Foundation office,
along with a selection of Foundation t-shirts and caps. Purchases may also be made at
the Foundation’s website, www.weeksbay.org.
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AmeriCorps VISTH

Courtney Cooper joined the Weeks Bay
Foundation staff in early August as the second
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America)
and will be responsible for outreach and education
related activities for both the Reserve and the
Foundation over the course of her year-long service.
In her first four months, she has been instrumental in
assisting the Foundation in
launching its first electronic
newsletter. Courtney is
a recent graduate from
Berry College, a small
liberal arts school in Rome,
Georgia, with a bachelor’s
of science in economics
and environmental science.
In college, she actively
engaged in research-related
activities, spending the
summer of 2010 completing environmental policy
research with the National Science Foundation at Lake
Tahoe. Before attending college, she lived in Saint
Augustine, Florida. It was here that she developed
her passion for the outdoors, local communities,
and conservation-related activities. In her free time,
Courtney enjoys running, an event that she participated
competitively in throughout high school and college.
She is a volunteer assistant coach with Fairhope High
School’s cross-country team. After her year here she
intends to pursue her master’s degree in environmental
science. We are excited to welcome Courtney to our
staff.

Volunteer Spotlight:
Frank Bouneunille

by Maureen Nation, Weeks Bay Reserve

Volunteer Coordinator

Visitors at the Reserve’s Ottilie Halstead Visitor
Center may see one of our volunteers diligently working
on an important new archival project: systematically
searching through the memorabilia and the many
newspaper articles written about Weeks Bay Reserve
over the years. Each of these pieces of our history is
being scanned, stored digitally, and catalogued for future
reference.

The Weeks Bay Volunteer who has taken on this
immense challenge is Frank Bonneville, and he has
lived a full, interesting life - so far!

Frank was born in the Manhattan borough in New
York City and spent his elementary school years in
White Plains. The family then moved to Colorado,
where Frank attended
military school in
Denver. A gifted
athlete, he attended
the University of
Connecticut on a track
and field scholarship.
While still in college,
the Korean War
broke out, so Frank
left school and enlisted in the Army. Assigned to a
security agency, he was stationed in Austria and then
in Germany. After completing his enlistment, Frank
left the Army, returned to college, and received his
bachelor’s degree in history.

Frank worked for a time in the steel industry and
for General Motors in Pittsburgh. He then accepted a
position as Assistant Dean of the Graduate College at
the University of Arizona, where he earned a master’s
degree in higher education administration. The
Bonnevilles then moved to Ft. Collins, Colorado, where
Frank served as Director of Admissions and Registrar.

Frank and his wife moved to Daphne in 1992, but
then moved to Wisconsin and later to Florida before
returning to Baldwin County in 2009. When asked why
he settled on Baldwin County after living in so many
other parts of the country, Frank says, “I was looking
for a home and I had ties to this area from visiting my
grandfather who had owned a lumber mill in Mobile.”

While living in Daphne in 1992, Frank heard about
the creation of Weeks Bay Reserve, and after returning
to the area, he visited the Reserve. He says, “I have an
attraction for the water and wanted to do something for
the environment.” Frank also says, “Working at the
Reserve is a very pleasant experience, and I appreciate
how well the volunteers are treated.”

Frank insists that learning is his main interest in
life and enjoys looking things up. It seems all together
fitting that the project he has taken on will allow people
to do just that. We are glad that he chose to make his
varied experience and considerable talents available to
Weeks Bay Reserve!
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Historic Conservation Easement
Creating perpetual protection for birds and habitats
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by Walter Ernest, Weeks Bay
Foundation Executive Director

In 2010, the Foundation was approached by
Dr. John Porter, Executive Director of Dauphin
Island Bird Sanctuaries (DIBS), whose mission is to
protect important bird habitat, about the possibility of
accepting a conservation easement on their 28 parcels
on Dauphin Island. These parcels provide important
migratory bird stop-over habitat. In October, the
Foundation completed an historic conservation
easement that will protect this critical habitat forever.

One of the factors that steered DIBS to the
Foundation was the fact that the Foundation is an
accredited land trust. The accreditation seal provides
a layer of trust and shows that the Foundation has
met national standards to achieve accreditation.
DIBS also wanted an extra layer of protection for
their fee-owned properties. Dauphin Island has been
recognized by the National Audubon Society as a
Globally Important Birding Area. A conservation

easement provides a perpetual layer of protection to
the property. A baseline documentation report was
completed and donated by Dr. Robert Keller of the
Atlantic Coast Conservancy. The report documented
the conservation values that were present on all of the
DIBS properties. We are grateful to Dr. Keller and the
DIBS board for working with the Foundation to make
this partnership successful, and we look forward to
maintaining a long-term conservation partnership with
DIBS.

by Gregory J. Harber, past President,

Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries

I am pleased to announce
that at the recent Dauphin
Island Bird Sanctuaries (DIBS)
board meeting, Dr. John
n Porter, our Executive Director,
reported that he and Walter
Ernest, Weeks Bay Foundation
Executive Director, had filed
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Shell Mound Park

the necessary paperwork and legal documents with the
county - the conservation easement is now official!
This milestone event has been many months in the
making and the Board of Directors and membership
of DIBS could not be more pleased. The easement
covers 28 parcels on Dauphin Island, representing
almost 10 acres of prime habitat for resident and
migratory birds.

This milestone is important for a number of
reasons. First, it ensures that the parcels DIBS has
worked so diligently to acquire will be protected
in perpetuity from development and maintained in
their natural state. Many donors have supported our
habitat preservation efforts through the years and this
important achievement provides assurances that their
investment in our efforts was worthwhile.

Secondly, from the standpoint of a weary
neotropical migrant songbird, it ensures that the
stopover habitat on which they have come to depend
during the most taxing weather and flying conditions
will always be there. Suitable habitat with an

Gorgas swamp

Ralph Havard (center), Foundation and DIBS board member, and John
Porter (right), Executive Director of DIBS, escort Chuck Roe, Director
of the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Program, on a tour of the Indian

Tupelo Gum swamp

abundance of natural foods, cover, and fresh water is
so crucial to the successful completion of an arduous
journey that can span months, multiple countries, and
the Gulf of Mexico. Imagine embarking on a family
vacation without any assurances of being able to
obtain gas for your car, lodging to rest, or a place to
eat, and you can begin to appreciate the challenges a
neotropical migrant faces.

Dauphin Island is one of the top birding
destinations in all of North America. The joint efforts
of the Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries and the Weeks
Bay Foundation at protecting and preserving valuable
stopover habitat also provides an economic stimulus to
the island, as visiting birders who might otherwise be
restricted now have even more places to pursue their
passion and an incentive to return.

Everyone — the birds, the island’s businesses,
residents, tourists, and the environment — will benefit
as we move forward with this partnership, acquiring,
protecting, and enhancing even more habitat. I invite
you to follow our progress.
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by Eric Brunden, Weeks Bay
Reserve Stewardship Coordinator

The 24th Annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup was
a big success. Over 30 volunteers arrived at the
Tonsmeire Weeks Bay Resource Center early Saturday
morning to clean
up waterways
and roadsides
from Fairhope
to Pelican Point.
Numerous
volunteers took
to the water this
year, traveling
by motorboat,
kayak, and canoe
to collect debris that had washed into the marshes and
forests surrounding Weeks Bay. Scout Troops from
Fairhope and Silverhill along with other volunteers
spent their time canvassing the roads and shoreline
of Mobile Bay, resulting in five pickup truck loads of
debris.

Although a considerable amount of trash was
collected this year, the estimated total was less than in
years past. Numerous
‘ volunteers stated
that they had to look
harder and work
longer to collect
an amount of trash
equivalent to what
=1 they had found in
Boy Scout Troops collected truckloads of .
debris from area roadways previous years. It
appears that the hard
work of community volunteers is paying off with a
cleaner environment for everyone.

Young volunteers helped recover trash from the
shoreline of Weeks Bay

The Weeks Bay Foundation played an important
role in the establishment of a coalition of local,
regional, state, and national land conservation
organizations devoted to advancing land and water
conservation in the Gulf of Mexico coastal region.
During the summer of 2010, the Foundation’s

executive director contacted the Land Trust Alliance
to pursue a meeting of land trusts and state and
federal partners to discuss the role that land trusts
could play in natural resource restoration activities
following the Deepwater Horizon disaster. (Land
acquisition had not been identified as a part of the
restoration process at that time.) The Alliance
assembled meetings of private conservation
organizations and public agency partners to

discuss how to protect and restore more Gulf Coast
natural habitats and environmental resources.

The Foundation and the Weeks Bay Reserve’s
Coastal Training Program hosted two of the three
organizational meetings that led to

1. the formation of the Partnership for Gulf Coast
Land Conservation,

2. the recognition of land acquisition as a form of
restoration in Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ plan
for Gulf Coast recovery and Natural Resource
Damage Assessment process, and

3. ongoing efforts to educate government
agencies and the public about the value of
acquiring properties from willing sellers to
protect ecologically-sensitive lands.

The core mission of the Partnership for Gulf Coast
Land Conservation is to work together to increase
the pace, quality,
and permanence
of land and water
conservation on
important coastal
properties in the
Gulf of Mexico
region. Itis
modeled after
successful land trust
coalitions around the
country that have
worked together
to protect millions of acres of watersheds, wildlife
corridors, and important cultural resources. Lands in
the Gulf of Mexico coastal region are among the area’s
most ecologically productive.

Several Foundation board members
attended the most recent Partnership
for Gulf Coast Land Conservation
meeting, including Phil Norris, Ray
Herndon, Ralph Havard, and Rick Wal-
lace, Foundation President (right)

The Land Trust Alliance is seeking additional
private and public funding to expand the project. The
Foundation looks forward to the future outcomes of
this partnership.
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Stornmwaten “Tneatment Wonkotiopo

by Mike Shelton, Weeks Bay Reserve
Coastal Training Program Coordinator

Rainfall runoff from our towns can carry many
kinds of pollutants to the creeks and rivers that feed
into Weeks Bay. New regulations coming from
the Department of Environmental Management
and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency require
that public works and highway departments treat
runoff water to remove these harmful pollutants.
The Stormwater Center at the University of New
Hampshire is a leader in research on techniques
and engineering that can reduce pollution before
it reaches our waterways. Grand Bay and Weeks
Bay Reserve Coastal Training Programs brought in
James Houle, Outreach Coordinator and Program
Manager for the Stormwater Center. James is an
expert in sustainable development and a certified
professional in storm water quality with over ten
years of experience. Twenty-five engineers and
stormwater managers attended the one-day work-
shop featuring science-based, technical informa-
tion and research results related to the design and
performance of stormwater treatment systems. The
course was developed for engineers and other pro-
fessionals involved in the development or review of
stormwater treatment designs, such as individuals
from private consulting firms, public works depart-
ments, and planning offices.

Course information was tailored to reflect on-
the-ground conditions in the Gulf Coast region.
In addition, a local success story from Escambia
County, Florida, was highlighted before students
undertook a rigorous design exercise. Participants
indicated on workshop evaluations that they will
use what they learned to match techniques to meet
their treatment needs and to overcome the engi-
neering barriers to effective design. Better tech-
niques to remove pollution from rainfall runoff
are evolving to help meet the needs of stormwater
managers. The health of our waterways on the Ala-
bama coast depends on reducing runoff pollution.
Research is essential so that engineers and others
can design treatment measures with the certainty
that they will work. For more information on the
Stormwater Center at the University of New Hamp-
shire go to www.unh.edu/unhsc.

to donate to the

Foundation’s Annual Fund
www.WeeksBay.org

Did You Ruoow?

by John Borom, Weeks Bay Foundation Vice President

Kleptoparasitism literally means parasitism by theft.
It can be a form of feeding in which one animal takes
prey or food from another animal, or used to describe
one animal stealing nest material from another animal.
The kleptoparasite benefits either by obtaining food or
other objects that it could not obtain itself, or by saving
the time and effort required to obtain it. Intraspecific
kleptoparasitism involves two animals of the same
species, and interspecific kleptoparasitism involves two
different species of animals.

The Brown Pelican forages primarily by plunge-
diving into schools of anchovies and menhaden. On
contact with the water, the pelican draws back its wings
and opens its huge bill, centering the prey between its
jaws. Its gular pouch serves primarily to capture fish.
It distends rapidly to an enormous size, capable of hold-
ing about 21 pints, or about 17 pounds of water, and
closes around the fish. The prey is swallowed when the
water drains from the pouch. Ifa pelican is harassed
by a gull, it increases the chance that some stunned
fish will escape as the water is drained from the pouch.
Often a juvenile Laughing Gull that is not yet skillful
enough to catch fish can be seen close to a Brown Peli-
can trying to steal prey that may escape from the pouch
if the pelican momentarily loses its concentration.

The next time you visit an estuary, look closely at
the feeding behavior and relationship between an eight
to ten pound Brown Pelican and an eight to thirteen
ounce Laughing Gull and you might observe interspe-
cific kleptoparasitism in action.
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Thants ta Our Donors

August to October

L.G. & Margee Adams Family

Alabama Power Company

Dave Armstrong

Baldwin Co Pulmonary & Sleep Physicians
- Michael Houston & Barbara O’Brien

Baldwin County Sewer Service, LLC
- Clarence Burke

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

BBVA Compass Foundation

Ann Bedsole

Darrelyn Bender

Carey & Billie Bentley

Clarence & Sandra Bishop

Blue Water Ships Stores of Alabama
- John Houser

Barry Lee Booth, DMD, PC

Dr. & Mrs. Galen Brey

William D. Bridges

Milton & Margaret Brown

Andrew J. Carroll

Luke Cates

Tom & Sarah Damson

Brenda & Dave Davis

Representative Randy Davis

Fred & Debbie Diegmann

J. Bradley Donaghey

Charles & Pat Earle

Eastern Shore Dental, P.C.
- Dr. Richie Parsons

Kim Enikeieff

Marion Fahnestock

Flor Fellers

Mary Finger

Mary Douglass Foreman

Carol Gengo

Shirley Gilmore

Alida & Bill Given

Gohres Family

Bill & Daniela Hagan

Dr. & Mrs. Pat Haley

Ray & Barbara Harbrecht

C.D. Harrell, III, DMD - Doug & Jo Harrell

Hartmann, Blackmon & Kilgore, PC

Warren Herlong, Jr.

Celeste Hinds

Phillip & LaDonna Hinesley

Sheila Hodges

Chuck & Michelle Huguley

Clifton & Genie Inge

Doc & Rosemary Jenison

Eric & Nancy Jenison

Bill & Becky Jones

Skip & Nancy Jones

Mayor Tim Kant

Caterina B. Kenworthy

Walter Kirkland

Carolyn Koch

Gene & Cecilia Lammers

Land Heritage Properties - Sandy Howard

Michael & Elizabeth Langston

Mr. & Mrs. David Learner

E. Rob Leatherbury

Eleanor & Charles Livaudais

Frank Lott

Marla & Dan Lumpkin

Mac & Libby McCawley

Dorothy McGehee

Michael McKown

Robert & Pat Meaher

Jeremy B. Milling

Mobile Baykeeper

Mrs. H. Taylor Morrissette

Mr. & Mrs. W. Dean Mosher

Lisa Myers

Seth Peden

Barbara & Jay Pryor

Riviera Utilities

Randy & Kay Roach

J.T. Robson

Rosie Blu - Betsey Grady

Ansley Rowell

Andrew & Carolyn Saunders

Peter Shuba

Lee & David Smith

Susan Smith & Clara

South Baldwin Family Practice
- Dr. Ellis S. Allen, IIT

State Farm Companies Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stewart

John & Dianne Stump

David and Patricia Sutley

Douglas Tappan

Mac Tonsmeire

Len & Pam Turner

Lloyd & Beth Turner

UMS-Wright Prepatory School

Maud VanEysbergen

Nancy E. Ward

Jo Ann Wettlaufer

Laurel Wilson

John Wise

SPECIAL GIFTS

In support of Alabama
Coastal BirdFest
ACP Real Estate, Inc.
Alabama Coastal Heritage Trust
Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources, State Lands
Alabama Department of Tourism
Conoco Phillips
Dauphin Island Sea Lab/Mobile
Bay National Estuary Program
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Eastern Shore Children’s Clinic
Faulkner State Community College
Legacy, Partners in Environmental Education
The Mapp Family Foundation
Mobile Bay Audubon Society
The Nature Conservancy

In support of Kid's Fishing Day
WalMart Stores, Inc.

*(

In honor of Gaye Lindsey
Laura Ryba Boykin

Ren Alford Hinote

David & Jeanie Lindsey

In honor of Skipper Tonsmeire
James & Helen Moffat

FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Alabama Department of Conservation
& Natural Resources, State Lands
Coastal Section
The A.S. Mitchell Foundation, Inc.
Auburn University Marine Extension
& Research Center
Baldwin County Soil & Water
Conservation District
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, Inc.
Dauphin Island Sea Lab
Gulf Coast Resource Conservation
& Development
Gulf of Mexico Alliance
Land Trust Alliance
Legacy, Partners in Environmental Education
The Mapp Family Foundation
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
National Estuarine Research
Reserve Association
NOAA Coastal Services Center
Pascagoula River Aububon Center
TogetherGreen
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Weeks Bay Volunteers

Become a part of the
Weeks Bay Foundation!
Join us by returning
the enclosed envelope
or look for the link
on our home page at
www.weeksbay.org.

Giving Levels

$5,000 and up
$1,000 - $4,999
Steward $ 500 - $999
Supporter $ 250 - $499
Friend $ 100 - $249
Member $ 35-%99

Legacy Circle
Sustainer

Donate to the Foundation
through the Combined Federal

Campaign, Code 37621




Hoow Vulnerable co the Reserve ta
Climate Cliange?

by Mike Shelton, Weeks Bay Reserve
Coastal Training Program Coordinator

According to the Global Change Impacts in the
United States, coastlines are experiencing “multiple
changes consistent with a rapidly warming climate.”
Wetlands along the Gulf Coast are being affected by
several climate change stressors like rising sea levels,
increases in temperature, changes in storm intensity,
alterations in freshwater supply, and others. In order to
manage resources and undertake effective restoration,
coastal resource managers need to anticipate changes
over a longer future outlook. Planning and subsequent
adaptation efforts require not only understanding
changes in climate, but also the impacts of land use
and the actions of people in the coastal area. These
problems are evident on the Alabama Gulf Coast and
around the Weeks Bay Reserve.

Possible negative impacts caused by climate change
on the ability of the Reserve to conduct and facilitate
long-term research, to disseminate science-based
information, and to conserve ecologically-sensitive
lands need to be explored as we enter our second 25
years of service. Recently, Mike Shelton, Coastal
Training Program coordinator, attended Climate
Vulnerability Assessment training at the National
Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, West
Virginia. The three-day course is designed to teach
students to identify the most likely cause of negative
impacts and to plan for those impacts. That is exactly
what the Reserve wants to do. Mike with Scott Phipps,
Research coordinator, and NatureServe submitted to
the NOAA Climate Program office a proposal to fund
a vulnerability assessment in the watershed of Weeks
Bay. NatureServe is a non-profit scientific services
organization that provides data and analytical services
and has considerable experience integrating climate
change into assessments and planning. If funded, the
outcomes of the project will include identification
of those parts of the Reserve and watershed most
vulnerable to climate change, a plan to adapt to different
scenarios, and an assessment that can be used as a
model in other protected areas. Understanding how
changing climate affects sensitive natural resources at
Weeks Bay Reserve is essential so that we can continue
our mission and also be a model for decision-makers
in coastal Alabama. For more information on climate
change, go to www.epa.gov/climatechange.

CALENDAR

WINTER 2011-2012

December

13

31

Guest Lecture Series “Native
Orchids of Alabama,” presented
by Bill Summerour. 5 Rivers Delta
Resource Center, 7:00 p.m. Bring a
friend.

Weeks Bay Holiday Open House.
Light snacks and drinks will be
served at the Tonsmeire Weeks Bay
Resource Center, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p-m.

Christmas Holiday.*
New Year’s Day Holiday.*

January

1-2
3

16

New Year’s Day Holiday.*

Watershed Citizen Advisory
Committee Meeting. Tonsmeire
Weeks Bay Resource Center, 3:30
p.m.

Weeks Bay Volunteers Annual
Meeting. Tonsmeire Weeks Bay
Resource Center, 11:00 a.m.

Guest Lecture Series “Exploring
Norway,” presented by Gaye
Lindsey, 5 Rivers Delta Resource
Center, 7:00 p.m. Bring a friend.

Martin Luther King, Jr. / Robert
E. Lee Birthday.*

February

14

Guest Lecture Series “African
Animals,” presented by John
Borom, 5 Rivers Delta Resource
Center, 7:00 p.m. Bring a friend.

George Washington / Thomas
Jefferson Birthday.

Mardi Gras Day.*

*The Visitor Center will be closed. All trails and boardwalks will remain
open for your walking and sightseeing pleasure.
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8th Annwal BondFest Drawe Big Crowds

by D.Fran Morley,“Nestkeeper”

Another successful Alabama Coastal BirdFest has
come and gone. Visitors from about 19 states, from
as far away as California and New York, attended the
three-day event. There were also many folks from
Baldwin and Mobile counties and a lot of familiar
faces from past years.

The Pre-BirdFest Orientation and Presentation
Reception held the night before the first trips was
new this year. The evening included the presentation
“Nature Through Our Lenses” by Kathy Hicks
(Foundation member),
featuring some of the best
photographers in our area. It
was just spectacular! The
delicious light meal was
provided by Mobile Bay
Audubon Society volunteers.
“We had a tremendous
crowd at 5 Rivers that night,
but it was fun,” BirdFest
coordinator Fran Morley
said. “Guide Gaye Lindsey (Foundation Board
member) said that the big crowd stirred excitement,
and lots of people made new friends. That’s my
definition of a good time.”

The Bird & Conservation Expo also drew big
crowds to the Faulkner State Fairhope Campus on
Saturday. “We thank all our exhibitors from various
conservation organizations, the vendors who brought
bird and garden supplies, the artists who shared their
talents, the rehab folks from Coosa River Science
Center and the Mobile County Environmental Studies
Center who brought raptors and other birds, the Boy
Scouts and leaders from Troop 47 in Fairhope who
led the birdhouse build, and all the divisions from the
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, especially 5 Rivers, State Lands, State
Parks, and Marine Resources,” said BirdFest Chairman
John Borom.

Proceeds from this year’s event will be utilized for
natural resource protection projects in coastal Alabama.
It has provided over $70,000 for coastal land protection
since its inception in 2004.

Mark your calendar: the 9th annual Alabama
Coastal BirdFest is on the books for October 4-6, 2012.

Berderns on the Bay

by Angela Underwood, Weeks Bay
Reserve Education Specialist

During three days in early October, bird
enthusiasts flocked to Weeks Bay Reserve to catch a
ride on the Weeks Bay Explorer during BirdFest. On
these morning excursions, participants learned about
the ecology of Weeks Bay estuary while scouting
for birds and other wildlife. As the boat cruised into
the bay, Brown Pelicans, seagulls, and terns could
be seen diving overhead, hunting for breakfast while
bottlenose dolphins were nose-deep in the bay floor
searching for southern flounder and blue crabs, tails
flapping above the water’s surface. Along the western
shore of the bay, the boat stopped briefly for visitors to
catch a glimpse of the massive Bald Eagle’s nest atop
a tall pine tree. Reserve stewardship coordinator and
boat captain, Eric Brunden, remarked that the eagles
have been nesting every winter in the same spot for the
last six years.

Crossing the bay, the boat traveled up Magnolia
River. The journey yielded more species of birds
including Great Blue Herons,
Great Egrets, Ospreys, Pileated
Woodpeckers, and a juvenile
Bald Eagle. “You can tell it’s a
juvenile,” stated the trip guide,
Game Division biologist, Roger |
Clay, “because of the brown
mottled head. They don’t have
a full white head until they are
mature.”

Birders take in the sights on the
Weeks Bay BirdFest fieldtrip

A unique highlight of the

trip was observing the method
used by biologists to monitor the abundance of marsh

birds, which are notoriously known to be elusive. As
the captain pulled the boat alongside a salt marsh,
Reserve education specialist Angela Underwood
broadcast a Clapper Rail call. Almost instantly, two
rails began calling back. One inquisitive rail was even
spotted as it ventured out of the marsh towards the
boat.

As always, it was another great trip on Weeks Bay.
If you weren’t able to be there this year, make sure to
book a trip aboard the Weeks Bay Explorer or on any
of the other fabulous field trips offered by BirdFest in
October 2012. And remember, the early bird gets the
worm, so register early!
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“What is common to many is taken least care of, for all men have greater regard for what is their own than for
what they possess in common with others.” - Aristotle ( 384 BC----322 BC)

Weeke gM Plant Sale The wonderful relationship between Weeks Bay

by Maureen Nation, Weeks Bay Reserve
Volunteer Coordinator

Reserve and the Baldwin County Master Gardeners
is one of the oldest and most productive conservation
partnerships in Baldwin County. We are very proud of

' Weeks Bay’s Plant Sale has come and gone. Due this association, and look forward to assisting with the
in very large measure to the Baldwin County Master Master Gardeners’ spring sale.

Gardeners, we placed hundreds of terrific native plants
in the hands of area homeowners and businesses.

Master Garden-
ers worked and
sweated to unload
the trucks, to place,
move (and move,
and often move
again) the plants, and
to keep them wa-
tered. They assisted
customers with plant
selections and answered constant questions about what, Blanket Flower,

. Gaillardia pulchella
where, and when to plant. Master Gardeners contrib- Photo by Fred Nation
uted full-color signs, with photos, growing conditions,
and detailed plant information. These signs, along with

Master Gardeners advising
plant sale shoppers

Narrowleaf Sunflowers,
the great carts purchased for Weeks Bay Reserve, were Helianthus angustifolius

Photo by Fred Nation

invaluable assets during the sale. *{



